
HOW SERIOUS ARE YOU and I ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE? 
 
SLEEPERS WAKE 
 

REDUCE, RE-USE, RECYLE 
 
A group from Holy Trinity and other Geneva churches met once a week during Advent to discuss what 
we might individually and collectively do about climate change, using the Archbishop of York’s Advent 
Book, Sleepers Wake, written by Bishop Nick Holtam to stimulate our thoughts and actions. 

 

WEEK 1 – THE WRITING IS ON THE WALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quote from Gus Speth, an American environmental lawyer who co-founded the Natural Resources 
Defense Council and became Dean of Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies 

 
We are a church, the stewards of God’s Creation.  Are we ready to join, perhaps to lead a spiritual and 
cultural transformation?   What will jolt us to ‘Wake up’, to see the the writing on the wall, illustrated 
by the reference to Balshazzar’s Feast in the Bible from the Book of Daniel, to recognise how far each 
one of us is contributing to desecrating the gifts given to us by God?   
We recognized that climate change cannot be separated from issues of injustice, inequality, poverty, 
conflict, and war and that addressing these problems requires a spiritual and cultural transformation. 

 

 
 

 TELL US YOUR STORIES  
We invite those of you whose homes are in the Global South or elsewhere to talk to our 
community, to show us pictures to help us understand the writing on the wall.   
 
      Question of the week: 
  What would you say to your successors about the way that we are handling climate change and the 
environmental crisis?  What would you like to be able to say? 
 
 

   I used to think the top environmental problems were biodiversity loss, eco system 
collapse and climate change.  I thought that with 30 years of good science we could 
address those problems.  But I was wrong.  The top environmental problems are 
selfishness, greed and apathy – and to deal with those we need a spiritual and 
cultural transformation – and we scientists don’t know how to do that. 
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WEEK TWO – FINDING OUR PLACE 
 
 
 
 
 
The author encourages us to register as an ECO CHURCH and join 
the awards of the Christian Environmental A Rocha. We registered 
several years ago, but did little to publicise it or to mobilise 
ourselves to move towards the bronze, silver and gold status that can be awarded.  (More in separate 

box).    
 
   We call urgently for people of any age to come forward and join our small group (currently Christine 
Damary, Michael King our ‘expert’ and Mary Talbot) to move Eco Church and other initiatives forward.   
 
Something we can all do is to recognise the importance of forgiveness and thanksgiving.  Recognition 
of what a mess we are making and seeking forgiveness; recognition of the beauty and abundance of 
creation and thankfulness, hang together. 

  
Join the Council for the month of January in our attempt to live ‘plastic-free’.   
We dump 8 million metric tons of plastic into the sea every year.  It has formed 
five giant garbage patches, of which the largest is estimated to include 1.8 
trillion      pieces of rubbish and covers an area twice the size of France. 

 

 
 
 

What motivates us more: fear or love?  We made major changes in response to the pandemic, most 
of us motivated by a combination of fear and care and concern for others.  We stopped flying, but 
many of us are rushing to get back to ‘normal’.  Do we realise that aviation kerosene is not taxed due 
to an international agreement?  All those flights that do such damage are subsidised.  We also 
discussed our use of water – another commodity where charges do not reflect its true cost and which 
is taken for granted and often wasted.   

 
Question of the week:  
What progress are you making in finding your place and taking your part in the care of God’s creation? 
 
 
 
 

Our calling, like Mary’s, is to go out and take our part in the work God calls us 
for the kingdom 

Image by Freepik 



Week Three – Being human 
The author states that we were made for goodness and given dominion, but then goes on to say in a 
phrase which struck us: 

 
 
 
 
 
The stories in St Matthew’s gospel are about not knowing when Christ will return, but being ready at 
all times: the wise virgins with sufficient oil to keep their lamps burning and the foolish virgins without; 
the parable of the talents with more given to those who used them wisely; the sheep and the goats, 
with recognition of those who saw Jesus in the poor and needy and served them.  These call us ‘to live 
with urgency and creativity rather than coast along.  That is very much the response we need to climate 
change and the environment.’ 
 

A prayer which spoke to many of us: 
 

I am two people; 
and one is longing to serve thee uttlerly, and one is afraid. 

O Lord have compassion on me. 
 

I am two people; 
and one will labour to the end and one is already weary. 

O Lord have compassion on me. 
 

I am two people; 
and one knows the suffering of the world, and one knows only his own. 

O Lord have compassion on me. 
 

And may the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Fill my heart and the hearts of all people everywhere. 

(Austen Williams, 1912-2001) 

 
Question of the week:   
What would it mean for you and others to have enough? 

 

Week Four – What can I bring him? 
 
 
 
 
Where do you place your investments or how is your pension fund invested? 
Do we realise the impact of eating meat?  A quarter of greenhouse gases globally come from food 
and agriculture, which is also a major cause of loss of biodiversity.  If in our wealthy countries we 
reduced meat consumption, the land now used for animals could be used to grow more crops and 
have plenty left for ‘wild’ places. 

 
 
 

 For Christians, dominion has to be understood in the light of the dominion of Christ, the 
servant Lord.  We live in relationship with other human beings and the whole of creation.  
Our health and well-being depend on an ecology that supports the diversity of life. 

 
 

  In 2021, banks globally provided $742 billion in finance to coal, oil and gas companies….  
There is an urgent need for green finance to have much greater priority 
 



WHAT CAN WE DO, individually or collectively? 
 

As a church – REDUCE, RE-USE, RECYLE 
 

- Become a ‘bronze’ Eco Church, then aim for 
silver and gold. 

- Don’t heat church/hall when not in use; heat 
no higher than 19°C/wear warm clothes 

- Switch from standard to the green tariff 
- Install movement sensor lighting/LED lighting 
- Join Council in ‘plastic free January’ 
- Serve/eat less meat 
- Eliminate food waste 
- Sort waste to recycle  
- Talk about climate change and the environment to raise awareness 
- Set up an Environment web-page with stories and tips 
- Support World Youth Day, 1st - 6th August in Lisbon.  Sponsored by Diocese in Europe 

for young people aged 14 to 30, with the theme ‘Plant a Tree’.  Keep the date! 
 

As individuals 
- All the above 
- Join the environment group, take an active role 
- Walk, cycle or use public transport, choose an electric 
car as your next one, and charge it ‘smartly’ 
- Minimise flying 
 
 

 
  
And the final question: 
What will you do differently in response to climate change and environmental crisis? 
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