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PREPARATION  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen   
 

Welcome and Introduction   

The Lord be with you  

And also with you.  
  

The priest introduces the theme for the day’s Eucharist.  
 

Today we are celebrating the feast day of Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, who was 

born in Trier in 339. Ambrose was of an aristocratic family and in the year 374 

was governor of northern Italy, with his headquarters in Milan. Whilst trying to 

bring peace to the Christian community, with Arianism and orthodoxy each trying 

to gain the election of its man as bishop, Ambrose, known and respected by all, 

though not yet baptised, found himself being urged to accept the role of bishop, 

the gathered Christian populace taking up the cry, "Ambrose for bishop". He 

finally accepted and was baptised and consecrated. Ambrose proved his worth, 

becoming a teacher and preacher of great renown, promoting the essential 

divinity of Christ as being at the centre of Christian faith. Ambrose died on this 

day in the year 397.  
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COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen  

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep 

God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.   
  

Confession  

Almighty God our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you and 

against our neighbour in thought 

and word and deed, through 

negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of 

all our sins.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died 

for us forgive us all that is past and grant that we 

may serve you in newness of life to the glory of 

your name.  

Amen  
  

Absolution  

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 

all goodness, and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen  
  

COLLECT 

Let us pray…  

God of hosts, 

who called Ambrose from the governor's throne 

to be a bishop in your Church 

and an intrepid champion of your faithful people: 

mercifully grant that, as he did not fear to rebuke rulers, 

so we, with like courage, 
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may contend for the faith we have received; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

The Psalm : Psalm 20  

You are my servant, I have chosen you, says the Lord 

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, 

the name of the God of Jacob defend you; 

send you help from his holy place 

and strengthen you out of Zion.  

You are my servant, I have chosen you, says the Lord 
 

May the Lord remember all your offerings 

and accept your burnt sacrifice; 

may he grant you your heart's desire 

and prosper all your plans.  

You are my servant, I have chosen you, says the Lord 
 

We will shout for joy at your victory 

and triumph in the name of our God; 

may the Lord grant all your requests.  

You are my servant, I have chosen you, says the Lord 
 

Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed; 

he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 

with the victorious strength of his right hand. 

You are my servant, I have chosen you, says the Lord 
  

LITURGY OF THE WORD  

The Epistle : 2 Corinthians 5.16-21  

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if 

anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ 

God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors 

for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf 
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of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God  
 

Gospel Reading : Luke 22.24-30 

Alleluia,  Alleluia,  The voice of one crying in the wilderness,  

Prepare the way of the Lord !   Alleluia  
  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

A dispute also arose among the disciples as to which one of them was to be 

regarded as the greatest. But Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles 

lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But 

not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, 

and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the 

table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you 

as one who serves. 

"You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, just as 

my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my 

table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel." 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ  
 

Homily : Canon Daphne Green 
 

Prayers of Intercession   

Lord we pray for all Christian people this Advent, that they may hear your 

voice, and play their part in preparing your way.  
 

Lord in your mercy   

Hear our prayer  
 

We pray for all teachers of the Christian faith in colleges, courses and 

universities throughout the world and we pray for those training for the 

ministry and all who are in a process of discernment at this time.   
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Lord in your mercy   

Hear our prayer  
  

We thank you for the beauty of worship which you have entrusted to us,  

praying for our choir, our junior choir and our community choir for Mark 

Charles and for Claire Charles as we prepare for Christmas.  We also pray 

for our youth leader, Armel Ayegnon and all who lead our junior church and 

youth group.  
  

Lord in your mercy   

Hear our prayer  
 

We pray for all doctors, nurses and all medical professionals who are 

working in hospitals and in the community, and particularly for all those 

places where there is severe pressure because of the number of sick at 

this time. 
 

Lord in your mercy   

Hear our prayer  
 

We pray for the peace of the world, and for a new spirit of patience, 

understanding and of willingness to compromise among the nations, so that war 

and conflict may be avoided.  
  

Lord in your mercy.   

Hear our prayer  
  

We bring before you those who are sick, we pray for them and for those caring 

for them, and especially for Robin Bailey, Alice Bonjour, Judi Cianci, Ruth Wyler, 

Germain, Samuel Kalibala, Joyce McNulty, Trevor Thomas, Donat Vickers, Diana 

Dickinson, Denise Muhlethaler, Sue Lloyd, Nathan Zabula, Maya Mortimer, 

Rosabelle de Silva, José Martinez, Marianne Wheatley, Silvio Morson, Anna 

Porraccin, Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George 

Thomasz, Lorensz Ranasinghe.  
 

Among the faithful departed, we remember today, Sheila Mathewson and David 

Steel, praying for their families and friends as they mourn. 
 

Lord, in your mercy       

Hear our prayer  
  

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

and may light perpetual shine upon them.  
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We pray for all those experiencing bereavement at this time  
  

Lord,  in your mercy,   

Hear our prayer  
  

And so we commend all those for whom we pray, and ourselves, all that we are,  

and all we are called to be, to the mercy and  protection of God.  
  

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for 

the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen  

 

The Peace   

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And with your spirit  
          

The table is prepared.  
  

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

The Lord be with you  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts  

We lift them to the Lord  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  
  

Blessed are you, Lord God, our 

light and our salvation; to you be 

glory and praise for ever!  
 

From the beginning you have created all things and all your works echo the silent 

music of your praise. In the fullness of time you made us in your image, the crown 

of all creation.  

You give us breath and speech that with angels and archangels and all the powers 

of heaven we may find a voice to sing your praise:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power 

and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 

in the highest.  
 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord! As a mother tenderly gathers 

her children you embraced a people as your own. When they turned away and 

rebelled your love remained steadfast.  

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread, 

in whom all our hungers are satisfied.  
 

He offered his life for sinners and with a love stronger than death he opened 

wide his arms on the cross.  
 

On the night before he died, he came to supper with his friends, and taking 

bread, he gave you thanks.  
 

He broke it and gave it to them, saying:  

Take eat: this is my body which is given for you  
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he 

gave you thanks, and said:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
 

Great is the mystery of faith:  
   

Christ has died:    

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again.  
 

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 

we remember his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that he intercedes for 

us at your right hand.  
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts of your creation; 

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, form us into the 

likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple to your glory.  
 

Remember Lord your Church in every land. Reveal her unity, guard her faith, 

and preserve her in peace. 
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Bring us at the last with St Ambrose and all your saints to the vision of that 

eternal splendour for which you have created us;  
 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

by him, with him, and in him,  

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

 we worship you, Father almighty,  

in songs of everlasting praise:  
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be 

yours for ever and ever. Amen  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as 

in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and for ever. Amen.  
  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:  

Though we are many, we are one body because we all share in the one 

bread.    

  

Agnus Dei     

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  

Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace.  

  

Let us prepare ourselves to make our spiritual communion.  
 

We offer and present to you, Lord our heavenly Father, ourselves, our 

souls and bodies, to be a holy and living sacrifice; grant that being present 

together in heart and mind at this holy communion we may now be filled 

with your heavenly blessing through the redeeming grace of your Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ... [ short pause ]   
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Lord Jesus Christ, in outward signs of bread and wine you have made 

known your presence among us; as we unite with one another from the 

places where we are, may your communion be fulfilled in us now 

through the work of the life-giving Holy Spirit. Amen  
   

Post Communion Prayers  

God of truth, 

whose Wisdom set her table 

and invited us to eat the bread and drink the wine 

of the kingdom: 

help us to lay aside all foolishness 

and to live and walk in the way of insight, 

that we may come with your servant Ambrose 

to the eternal feast of heaven; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen   
  

Father of all,  

we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in 

your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave 

us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live 

his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit 

lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before 

us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to 

praise your name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen  
  

Blessing   

May Almighty God give us grace  

to follow the saints with faith, hope and love,    

And may the blessing of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you and remain with you always.  Amen  
  


