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THE GATHERING - WELCOME 
We stand 
 

Lighting of Advent Candle 
People of God: awake! 

The day is coming soon when you will see God face to face. 

Remember the ways and the works of God. 

God calls you out of darkness to walk in the light of his coming.   

You are God’s children. 

Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ today and for ever.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER    
Said by the priest alone 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 

and worthily magnify thy holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord; 

and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,  

and with all thy strength.  

This is the first commandment.  
 

And the second is like, namely this:  

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  

There is none other commandment greater than these.  

On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these 

thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee. 
 

COLLECT 
Let us pray. 
 

BLESSED Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning: Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy 
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holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON            Isaiah 11.1-10 

We sit 

The First Lesson is taken from the 11th chapter of the book of the prophet 

Isaiah starting at the 1st verse.  
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

   the spirit of counsel and might, 

   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

   or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

   and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

   their young shall lie down together; 

   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

   on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

   as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 

nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Here endeth the first lesson. 
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HYMN                   NEH  5 
We stand 
 

1 Hark! a herald voice is calling: 

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 

‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day!’ 
 

3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from heaven; 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

One and all to be forgiven; 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

Shines upon the morning skies. 
 

4 So when next he comes in glory, 

and earth’s final hour draws near, 

May he then as our defender 

On the clouds of heaven appear.  
                                                

5 Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 

To the Father and the Son, 

With the co-eternal Spirit, 

While unending ages run. Amen. 
 

EPISTLE            Romans 15.4-13 

We sit 

The Epistle is taken from the 15th chapter of St Paul’s Epistle to the 

Romans, beginning at the 4th verse. 
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 

so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 

might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant 

you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

   and sing praises to your name’; 

and again he says, 

‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; 

and again, 

‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

   and let all the peoples praise him’; 

and again Isaiah says, 
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‘The root of Jesse shall come, 

   the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Here endeth the Epistle. 
 

GOSPEL READING         Matthew 3.1-12 
We stand 

The holy Gospel is written in the 3rd chapter of the Gospel according to 

Saint Matthew beginning at the 1st verse. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is 

the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord 

   make his paths straight.” ’ 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 

Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 

the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 

said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say 

to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe 

is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into 

the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
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SERMON – Canon Daphne Green 
We sit     
 

NICENE CREED 
We stand 

I believe in one God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible:  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 

of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost 

of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us 

under Pontius Pilate. 
 

He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again according 

to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both 

the quick and the dead: whose kingdom shall have no end.   
 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and the giver of life, who 

proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets.  
 

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.   

And I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY  
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father which is in heaven.  
  
The priest places the bread and wine upon the table. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 
We sit 

Brief biddings may be given.  

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church militant here in earth. 

Almighty and ever-living God, who by thy holy apostle hast taught us to 

make prayers and supplications, and to give thanks, for all men: we humbly 

beseech thee most mercifully to receive these our prayers, which we offer 
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unto thy divine majesty; beseeching thee to inspire continually the 

universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity and concord: and grant that 

all they that do confess thy holy name may agree in the truth of thy holy 

word, and live in unity and godly love.   
 

We beseech thee also to save and defend all Christian kings, princes and 

governors; and specially thy servant Charles our King, that under him we 

may be godly and quietly governed: and grant unto his whole Council, and to 

all that are put in authority under him, that they may truly and impartially 

minister justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the 

maintenance of thy true religion and virtue.  
 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops, priests and deacons, that 

they may both by their life and doctrine set forth thy true and lively word, 

and rightly and duly administer thy holy sacraments: and to all thy people 

give thy heavenly grace; and specially to this congregation here present; 

that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy 

holy word; truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of 

their life.   
 

And we most humbly beseech thee of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and 

succour all them, who in this transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, 

sickness, or any other adversity.   
 

And we also bless thy holy name for all thy servants departed this life in 

thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to give us grace so to follow their good 

examples, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.   
 

Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only mediator and 

advocate.  Amen 
 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and 

charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following the 

commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: draw 

near with faith, and take this holy sacrament to your comfort and make 

your humble confession to almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 
 

CONFESSION 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, 

judge of all men: we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 

wickedness, which we, from time to time, most grievously have 

committed, by thought, word and deed, against thy divine majesty, 
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provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do 

earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the 

remembrance of them is grievous unto us; the burden of them is 

intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 

Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that 

is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee 

in newness of life, to the honour and glory of thy name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith 

turn unto him: have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your 

sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

THE COMFORTABLE WORDS 
Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly 

turn to him:  

Come unto me, all that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.

         Matthew 11.28 
 

So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end 

that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

         John 3. 16 
 

Hear also what Saint Paul saith:   

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners.   1 Timothy 1.15 
 

Hear also what Saint John saith:   

If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins.  1 John 2. 1,2 
 

PREFACE 
The Lord be with you 

And with thy spirit 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them up unto the Lord 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  

It is meet and right so to do. 
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It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty, 

Everlasting God.   
 

And now we give thee thanks because thou didst send him to redeem us 

from sin and death and to make us inheritors of everlasting life; that when 

he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 

with joy behold his appearing, and in confidence may stand before him.   
 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 

we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy 

glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting 

in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We 

are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. 

But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy: 

grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 

Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be 

made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious 

blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give 

thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our 

redemption; who made there (by his one oblation of himself once offered) 

a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the 

sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy gospel command 

us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death, until his 

coming again:   

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that 

we receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death 

and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood: 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread; 

And, when he had given thanks, he brake it,  

And gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; 

This is my body which is given for you: do this in remembrance of me.  
 

Likewise after supper he took the cup;  

And, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them saying, Drink ye all of 

this; 

For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for you and for 

many, for the remission of sins: do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 

remembrance of me.   
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble servants entirely 

desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that by the 

merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, 

we and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other 

benefits of his passion.  And here we offer and present to thee, O Lord, 

ourselves, our souls and bodies to be a reasonable, holy and lively sacrifice 

unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that all we, who are partakers of this 

holy communion, may be fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly benediction.  

And although we be unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee 

any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and 

service; not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy 

Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father almighty, world without 

end.  Amen 
 

O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 

upon us.  

O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 

upon us. 

O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy 

peace. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
We invite you to come and to receive Communion at the transept, 

receiving the host from the priest and, if you wish, the wine from the 

chalice bearer. Please consume the host before you receive the wine and 

do not dip it in the chalice. If you would like to receive a blessing, please 

come forward and cross your arms. If you are accustomed to receiving 

Communion in any church, you are welcome to do so with us today. 
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Draw near with faith. Receive the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he 

gave for you and his Blood which he shed for you. Remember that he died 

for you and feed on him in your heart by faith with thanksgiving.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done,  

in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee, for that thou 

dost vouchsafe to feed us, who have duly received these holy mysteries, 

with the spiritual food of the most precious body and blood of thy Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favour and 

goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 

mystical body of thy Son, which is the blessed company of all faithful 

people; and are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom, by the 

merits of the most precious death and passion of thy dear Son.  And we 

most humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 

grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 

works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world 

without end.  Amen 
 

BENEDICTUS         Luke 1.68-79 

1.BLESSED be the Lord God of Israel : for he hath visited and 

redeemed his people; 

2.And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us : in the house of his 

servant David; 

3.As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets : which have been since 

the world began; 
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4.That we should be saved from our enemies : and from the hand of all 

that hate us. 

5.To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers : and to remember 

his holy Covenant; 

6.To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham : 

that he would give us; 

7.That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies : might serve 

him without fear; 

8.In holiness and righteousness before him : all the days of our life. 

9.And thou, Child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest : for thou 

shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 

10.To give knowledge of salvation unto his people : for the remission of 

their sins, 

11.Through the tender mercy of our God : whereby the day-spring from 

on high hath visited us; 

12.To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of 

death : and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

HYMN         NEH 486 
We stand 

A collection of money will be taken during the singing of the hymn and 

donations may be made online using the QR codes below. We can also now 

accept payments in church using most major debit and credit cards, using 

a card reader. If you would prefer to donate to Holy Trinity without using 

cash or the internet, please don’t hesitate to see a sidesperson at the end 

of the service who will be happy to assist you.  

Please note that none of these options allow us to record your personal 

details for subsequently producing a tax certificate. If you need a 

certificate at the end of the year, please ensure you make a payment to 

the church’s bank account, specifying your name. 
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1 We have a gospel to proclaim, 

Good news for men in all the earth, 

The gospel of a Saviour’s name: 

We sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 

4 Tell of that glorious Easter morn, 

Empty the tomb, for he was free: 

He broke the power of death and hell 

That we might share his victory. 
 

2 Tell of his birth at Bethlehem, 

Not in a royal house or hall, 

But in a stable dark and dim: 

The Word made flesh, a light for all. 
 

5 Tell of his reign at God’s right hand, 

By all creation glorified: 

He sends his Spirit on his Church, 

To live for him, the Lamb who died. 
 

3 Tell of his death at Calvary, 

Hated by those he came to save, 

In lonely suffering on the cross: 

For all he loved, his life he gave. 

6 Now we rejoice to name him King: 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 

This gospel message we proclaim; 

We sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 

BLESSING 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen 
 

POSTLUDE – Pachelbel: Fuga in d minor 

 

Prayer Requests    

We pray for the sick who are known to us, and those caring for them, 

especially for Robin Bailey, Alice Bonjour, Judi Cianci, Ruth Wyler, 

Germain, Samuel Kalibala, Sheila Mathewson, Joyce McNulty, Trevor 

Thomas, Donat Vickers, Diana Dickinson, Denise Muhlethaler, Sue Lloyd, 

Nathan Zabula, Maya Mortimer, Rosabelle de Silva, José Martinez, 

Marianne Wheatley, Silvio Morson, Anna Porraccin, Valerie Slessor, 

Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, Lorensz 

Ranasinghe.  
 

Among the faithful departed we pray at this time for Peter James and 

Morgan Slessor. May they rest in peace and rise in glory with the saints. 
   
Give thanks and pray for our fellowship with the German Protestant 

Churches (Evangelische Kirche Deutschland) (Meissen Declaration). 
 

Diocesan Office in London: Locum Ministry Administrator: Emma Biaggi 
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Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 

(1 Chronicles 29:14) 

Giving – Holy Trinity Geneva 

A collection will be taken during the Offertory  

https://holytrinitygeneva.org/appeals/giving-online_donation/ 

Account name: Holy Trinity Church 

Bank Raiffeisen de la Versoix, 19 Rue du Mont Blanc, 1201 Geneva, 

IBAN: CH40 8080 8007 5381 5844 4 

SWIFT Code: RAIFCH 22215 

 

http://holytrinitygeneva.org/appeals/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fholytrinitygeneva.org%2Fappeals%2Fgiving-online_donation%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C084d702581ee4240fcdf08d7cc3d706b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637202436556375568&sdata=0xuFhM9KzTK4mOJD9YWiXheP61%2BFXcdgo8NRLOQ1RuI%3D&reserved=0
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NOTICES 

 

CAKE SALE – any cakes left over from the fair on Saturday will be 

available after both the 9.00 and 10.30 services this morning. All proceeds 

go towards church funds. 

 
CHRISTMAS TEA - Tuesday 6th December at 14h00 in the hall. Please 

let Mary Talbot know if you would like to attend talbotmary@yahoo.com   

 

ADVENT APPEAL 

While work on building continues we still require financial support for 

day to day church expenses and ministry at Holy Trinity. Currently, we 

expect a deficit of at least CHF 20,000 for the year. This is in large part 

due to the fact we are not able to hold major fundraising events and our 

ability to offer rentals is very limited. We would love to close this gap 

before Christmas so we can start the new year unfettered by a deficit. 

Therefore, whether you worship in person, online, or only occasionally, 

please consider prayerfully A DONATION, to close this gap. You can 

either pay by bank transfer 

  

Account name: Holy Trinity Church 

Bank Raiffeisen de la Versoix, 19 Rue du Mont Blanc, 1201 Geneva, 

IBAN: CH40 8080 8007 5381 5844 4 

SWIFT Code: RAIFCH 22215 

  

Or by TWINT    
 

 

 
 

 
The Book of Common Prayer (1662) is copyright: © The Crown/Cambridge University Press. 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included 

in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council (2000). 
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