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Holy Trinity Geneva  

The Second Sunday of Advent 

Choral Evensong 

4th December 2022 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Seasonal sentence 

‘The LORD indeed is God; the LORD indeed is God.’ (I Kings 18.37) 
 

Welcome 
 

HYMN          NEH 12 
 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Come then and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings from the King of kings. 
 

3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without thy grace our souls must fade, 

And wither like a flower decayed. 
 

2 Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 

And furnished for so great a guest! 

Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 

For Christ to come and enter there. 
 

4 Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore, 

And make us rise, to fall no more; 

Once more upon thy people shine, 

And fill the world with love divine. 
 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

Whose advent sets thy people free, 

Whom, with the Father, we adore, 

And Spirit blest, for evermore.  Amen. 
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Preces – Ferial 

O Lord, open thou our lips 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise 

O God, make speed to save us 

O Lord, make haste to help us 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be: world without 

end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord 

The Lord’s Name be praised 
 

PSALM 11  In Domino confide 

1 In the Lord put ‘ I my ‘ trust : how say ye then to my soul, that she 

should flee as a ‘ bird ‘ unto the ‘ hill? 

2 For lo the ungodly bend their bow, and make ready their arrows with’in 

the ‘ quiver : that they may privily shoot at them ‘ which are ‘ true of ‘ 

heart. 

3 For the foundations will be ‘ cast ‘ down : and ‘ what hath the ‘ righteous 

‘ done? 

4 The Lord is in his ‘ holy ‘ temple : the Lord’s ‘ seat ‘ is in ‘ heaven. 

5 His eyes con’sider the ‘ poor : and his eyelids ‘ try the ‘ children of ‘ 

men. 

6 The Lord al’loweth the ‘ righteous : but the ungodly and him that 

delighteth in wickedness ‘ doth his ‘ soul ab’hor. 

7 Upon the ungodly he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone ‘ storm and ‘ 

tempest : this shall ‘ be their ‘ portion to ‘ drink. 

8 For the righteous Lord ‘ loveth ‘ righteousness : his countenance will 

be’hold the ‘ thing that is ‘ just.  
 

Glory be to the Father and’ to the’ Son : and’ to the’ Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and’ ever’ shall be : world without’ 

end.  A’men. 
 

PSALM 28  Ad te, Domine 

1 Unto thee will I cry O ‘ Lord my ‘ strength : think no scorn of me, lest if 

thou make as though thou hearest not, I become like them that go ‘ down ‘ 

into the ‘ pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my humble petitions, when I cry ‘ unto ‘ thee : when I 

hold up my hands towards the mercy-seat ‘ of thy ‘ holy ‘ temple. 

3 O pluck me not away, neither destroy me with the ungodly and ‘ wicked ‘ 

doers : which speak friendly to their neighbours, but imagine ‘ mischief ‘  

in their ‘ hearts. 
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4 Reward them according ‘ to their ‘ deeds : and according to the 

wickedness ‘ of their ‘ own in’ventions. 

5 Recompense them after the ‘ work of their ‘ hands : pay them ‘ that 

they ‘ have de’served. 

6 For they regard not in the their mind the works of the Lord, nor the 

operation ‘ of his ‘ hands : therefore shall he break them down ‘ and not ‘ 

build them ‘ up. 

7 Praised ‘ be the ‘ Lord : for he hath heard the ‘ voice of my ‘ humble 

pe’titions. 

8 The Lord is my strength and my shield, my heart hath trusted in him 

and ‘ I am ‘ helped : therefore my heart danceth for joy, and in my ‘ song ‘ 

will I ‘ praise him. 

9 The Lord ‘ is my ‘ strength : and he is the wholesome de’fence of ‘ his 

A’nointed. 

10 O save thy people, and give thy blessing unto ‘ thine in’heritance : feed 

them and ‘ set them ‘ up for ‘ ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father and’ to the’ Son : and’ to the’ Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now and’ ever’ shall be : world without’ 

end.  A’men. 
   

First Lesson                     1 Kings 18.17-39 

The first Lesson is taken from the First Book of Kings, chapter 18, 

beginning at the 17th verse.  
 

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ‘Is it you, you troubler of 

Israel?’ He answered, ‘I have not troubled Israel; but you have, and 

your father’s house, because you have forsaken the commandments 

of the LORD and followed the Baals. Now therefore have all Israel 

assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the four hundred and fifty 

prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat 

at Jezebel’s table.’ 
So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at Mount 

Carmel. Elijah then came near to all the people, and said, ‘How long will you 

go limping with two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but 

if Baal, then follow him.’ The people did not answer him a word. Then Elijah 

said to the people, ‘I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s 

prophets number four hundred and fifty. Let two bulls be given to us; let 

them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, 

but put no fire to it; I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood, 

but put no fire to it. Then you call on the name of your god and I will call 
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on the name of the LORD; the god who answers by fire is indeed God.’ All 

the people answered, ‘Well spoken!’ Then Elijah said to the prophets of 

Baal, ‘Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many; 

then call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.’ So they took the 

bull that was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from 

morning until noon, crying, ‘O Baal, answer us!’ But there was no voice, and 

no answer. They limped about the altar that they had made. At noon Elijah 

mocked them, saying, ‘Cry aloud! Surely he is a god; either he is meditating, 

or he has wandered away, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and 

must be awakened.’ Then they cried aloud and, as was their custom, they 

cut themselves with swords and lances until the blood gushed out over 

them. As midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of 

the oblation, but there was no voice, no answer, and no response. 

Then Elijah said to all the people, ‘Come closer to me’; and all the people 

came closer to him. First he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been 

thrown down; Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the 

tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, 

‘Israel shall be your name’; with the stones he built an altar in the name of 

the LORD. Then he made a trench around the altar, large enough to contain 

two measures of seed. Next he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, 

and laid it on the wood. He said, ‘Fill four jars with water and pour it on the 

burnt-offering and on the wood.’ Then he said, ‘Do it a second time’; and 

they did it a second time. Again he said, ‘Do it a third time’; and they did it 

a third time, so that the water ran all round the altar, and filled the trench 

also with water. 

At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near 

and said, ‘O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this 

day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have 

done all these things at your bidding. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so 

that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have 

turned their hearts back.’ Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the 

burnt-offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even licked up the 

water that was in the trench. When all the people saw it, they fell on their 

faces and said, ‘The LORD indeed is God; the LORD indeed is God.’ 
 

Here endeth the first Lesson. 
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Magnificat   T.Tertius  Noble B Minor 

My soul doth magnify the Lord:  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  

For behold from henceforth:  

all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

and holy is his Name.  

 And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

throughout all generations.  

He hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

And hath exalted the humble and meek.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy: hath holpen his servant Israel:  

As he promised to our forefathers: Abraham and his seed for ever.  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:  

world without end. Amen.  
 

Second Lesson         John 1.19-28 

The second Lesson is taken from the first chapter of the Gospel of St 

John beginning at the 19th verse.  
 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did 

not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, 

‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He 

answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an 

answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then 

are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands 

one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy 

to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the 

Jordan where John was baptizing. 

Here endeth the second Lesson. 
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Nunc Dimittis  T.Tertius  Noble in B Minor 

Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  

according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation:  

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:  

world without end. Amen.  
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, dead, and buried: 

He descended into hell; 

The third day he rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven,   

And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;   

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic Church; the Communion 

of Saints; the Forgiveness of sins; the Resurrection of the body,  

And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Responses - Ferial 

The Lord be with you 

And with thy spirit. 
 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive them that trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
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O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 

And grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the King; 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people; 

And bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, 

O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us; 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

Collects 

Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning: Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, 

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 

which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed; give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, 

by thee, we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our 

time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 

And with thy spirit 

Let us bless the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in 

peace. 

And rise in glory. Amen. 
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Anthem – Mendelssohn: How lovely are the messengers 

How lovely are the Messengers that preach us the gospel of Peace. 

To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words. 

To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words, 

Throughout all the lands their glad tidings. 

How lovely are the Messengers that preach us the gospel of Peace. 
 

Homily – Leone Maragoni 
 

Intercessions - the response may vary, but often is as follows:  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 
 

HYMN          NEH 170 

A collection of money will be taken during the singing of the hymn and 

donations may be made online using the QR codes below. We can also now 

accept payments in church using most major debit and credit cards, using 

a card reader. If you would prefer to donate to Holy Trinity without using 

cash or the internet, please don’t hesitate to see a sidesperson at the end 

of the service who will be happy to assist you.  

Please note that none of these options allow us to record your personal 

details for subsequently producing a tax certificate. If you need a 

certificate at the end of the year, please ensure you make a payment to 

the church’s bank account, specifying your name. 
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1 Lo, in the wilderness a voice 

'Make straight the way' is crying: 

When men are turning from the light, 

And hope and love seem dying, 

The prophet comes to make us clean: 

'There standeth one you have not seen, 

Whose voice you are denying.' 
 

2 God give us grace to hearken now 

To those who come to warn us, 

Give sight and strength, that we may kill 

The vices that have torn us, 

Lest love professed should disappear 

In creeds of hate, contempt, and fear, 

That crush and overturn us. 
 

3 When from the vineyard cruel men 

Cast out the heavenly powers 

And Christendom denies its Lord, 

The world in ruin cowers. 

Now come, O God, in thy great might! 

Unchanged, unchanging is thy right, 

Unswayed thy justice towers. 
 

The Blessing 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from 

before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory 

and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, be with you 

now and evermore. 

Amen.  
 

Music after the Service – Vierne: Carillon (from 24 pièces en style 

libre) 

 
There will be refreshments in the Hall after the service. A small contribution of 

CHF 5 towards costs would be appreciated.  
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Prayer Requests    

We pray for the sick who are known to us, and those caring for them, 

especially for Robin Bailey, Alice Bonjour, Judi Cianci, Ruth Wyler, 

Germain, Samuel Kalibala, Sheila Mathewson, Joyce McNulty, Trevor 

Thomas, Donat Vickers, Diana Dickinson, Denise Muhlethaler, Sue Lloyd, 

Nathan Zabula, Maya Mortimer, Rosabelle de Silva, José Martinez, 

Marianne Wheatley, Silvio Morson, Anna Porraccin, Valerie Slessor, 

Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, Lorensz 

Ranasinghe.  
 

Among the faithful departed we pray at this time for Peter James and 

Morgan Slessor. May they rest in peace and rise in glory with the saints. 
   
Give thanks and pray for our fellowship with the German Protestant 

Churches (Evangelische Kirche Deutschland) (Meissen Declaration). 
 

Diocesan Office in London: Locum Ministry Administrator: Emma Biaggi 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from 

your hand. 

(1 Chronicles 29:14) 

Giving – Holy Trinity Geneva 

A collection will be taken during the Offertory  

https://holytrinitygeneva.org/appeals/giving-online_donation/ 

Account name: Holy Trinity Church 

Bank Raiffeisen de la Versoix, 19 Rue du Mont Blanc, 1201 Geneva, 

IBAN: CH40 8080 8007 5381 5844 4 

SWIFT Code: RAIFCH 22215 
 

http://holytrinitygeneva.org/appeals/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fholytrinitygeneva.org%2Fappeals%2Fgiving-online_donation%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C084d702581ee4240fcdf08d7cc3d706b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637202436556375568&sdata=0xuFhM9KzTK4mOJD9YWiXheP61%2BFXcdgo8NRLOQ1RuI%3D&reserved=0
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NOTICES 

 
CAKE SALE – any cakes left over from the fair on Saturday will be 

available after both the 9.00 and 10.30 services this morning. All proceeds 

go towards church funds. 

 
CHRISTMAS TEA - Tuesday 6th December at 14h00 in the hall. Please 

let Mary Talbot know if you would like to attend talbotmary@yahoo.com   

 

ADVENT APPEAL 

While work on building continues we still require financial support for 

day to day church expenses and ministry at Holy Trinity. Currently, we 

expect a deficit of at least CHF 20,000 for the year. This is in large part 

due to the fact we are not able to hold major fundraising events and our 

ability to offer rentals is very limited. We would love to close this gap 

before Christmas so we can start the new year unfettered by a deficit. 

Therefore, whether you worship in person, online, or only occasionally, 

please consider prayerfully A DONATION, to close this gap. You can 

either pay by bank transfer 

  

Account name: Holy Trinity Church 

Bank Raiffeisen de la Versoix, 19 Rue du Mont Blanc, 1201 Geneva, 

IBAN: CH40 8080 8007 5381 5844 4 

SWIFT Code: RAIFCH 22215 

  

Or by TWINT    
 

 

mailto:talbotmary@yahoo.com
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