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PREPARATION 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

 

 

Hope, our anchor… 

 

We have in hope a 

sure and steadfast 

anchor of the soul,  

entering the inner 

sanctuary beyond 

the veil. 

Hebrews 6.19 
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Welcome and Introduction  

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 
 

The priest introduces the theme for the day’s eucharist. 
  

Today we celebrate the feast of St. Matthew the Apostle, according to 

tradition the author of the first of our four Gospels.  We give thanks for 

the Gospel message of hope and new life in Christ.  As we begin our service 

we listen to an introit sung by our choir : Rejoice in the Lord alway. The 

composer of this 16thc. anthem is unknown. 

Philippians 4. 4-7 

“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 5 Let your moderation 

be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be careful for nothing; but in 

every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all 

understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. “ 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,  firmly resolved to keep 

God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.  
 

Confession 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence,  through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry 

and repent of all our sins. 
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For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us 

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen 
 

Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness, and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen 
 

COLLECT 

Almighty God, 

whose blessed Son called Matthew the tax collector 

to be an apostle and evangelist: 

give us grace to forsake the selfish pursuit of gain 

and the possessive love of riches 

that we may follow in the way of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The First Reading:  1 Corinthians 12, vv 4 – 13; 27 - 31 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 

activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To 

each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one 

is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by 

the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another 

the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment 

of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same 

Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 

of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the 

one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And 

God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, 

forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of 

healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But strive for the  

greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 

This is the word of the Lord    Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 119 vv. 65 -72   

65  You have dealt graciously with your servant, 

   according to your word, O Lord. 

66  O teach me true understanding and knowledge,  

   for I have trusted in your commandments. 

67  Before I was afflicted I went astray,  

   but now I keep your word. 

68  You are gracious and do good;  

   O Lord, teach me your statutes. 

69  The proud have smeared me with lies,  

   but I will keep your commandments with my whole heart. 

70  Their heart has become gross with fat,  

   but my delight is in your law. 
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71  It is good for me that I have been afflicted,  

   that I may learn your statutes. 

72  The law of your mouth is dearer to me  

   than a hoard of gold and silver.            

Alleluia,  Alleluia;  Praise the Lord all you messengers of the Lord,    

praise him and magnify him forever Alleluia 
 

[ As we come to our Gospel reading, you could be puzzled that we are 

reading a genealogy; but Matthew has a purpose with the way in 

which he begins his Gospel, and we will look at that in the Homily this 

morning. ] 
 

The Gospel :  St.Matthew 1. 1-17  

The holy Gospel is written in the gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord 

1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, 

the son of Abraham. 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, 

and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the 

father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 

and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and Aram the father of Aminadab, 

and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 

Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the 

father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse 

the father of King David. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and 

Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 

and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph] the father of 

Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 

father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the 

father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the 

father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the 

father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his 

brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of 

Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel 

the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the 

father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the 

father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the 

father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan 
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the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband 

of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.  

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 

generations; and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen 

generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, 

fourteen generations. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily:  Canon Alan Amos 
 

A note about St. Matthew : 

According to the gospel which bears his name Matthew was a tax 

collector for the Roman government at Capernaum. The gospels of 

Mark and Luke call him Levi. It is possible that he was known by both 

names. The authorship of the first of our gospels was attributed to 

him at some point before Bishop Eusebius of Caeserea  ( 4th  century, 

Palestine ) mentions him and states that he proclaimed Christianity to 

his fellow Jews. Different accounts have him being martyred in 

Ethiopia, Persia or elsewhere, although no great reliance can be placed 

upon them. That he was one of the Twelve places him at the centre of 

the new Christian community after Pentecost and he is very worthy of 

note for that alone.  [ New Benedictine Order ] 
 

Intercessions 

We continue to give thanks this morning for the life and witness of our 

late Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth, praying that the spirit of devotion 

which brought crowds of mourners to London and to watch the funeral on 

television from elsewhere, may embed itself in hearts and minds and 

strengthen God’s grace among us. 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Christ our Lord, you are our reconciliation and our peace; we bring before 

you the wounds of our troubled world, the conflicts and the pain. 

By the gifting of the Holy Spirit, still the storms of human selfishness 

and pride, and grant us space to discover life anew. 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We continue to hold before you the people of Ukraine, and the people of 

Russia; praying for all those who are suffering,  and that a way may be 

found to establish a peace that works for the good of all.  
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Lord in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for our church community of Holy Trinity, giving thanks for your 

many blessings and praying that we may be strengthened to play our part 

in service to others in the place where we are.   
 

 Lord in your mercy,   Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the sick who are known to us, and those caring for them,  

especially for Robin Bailey, Lucinda Riis-Johannessen, Alice Bonjour, Peter 

James, Elizabeth Brown, Judi Cianci, Ruth Wyler, Germain, Samuel Kalibala, 

Sheila Mathewson, Joyce McNulty, Trevor Thomas, Donat Vickers, Diana 

Dickinson, Morgan Slessor, Denise Muhlethaler, Sue Lloyd, Nathan Zabula, 

Maya Mortimer, Rosabelle de Silva, José Martinez, Marianne Wheatley, 

Silvio Morson, Anna Porraccin, Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, 

Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, Lorensz Ranasinghe. 
 

Among the faithful departed, we remember in our prayers Rosie Buffle and 

Julie Kensington praying also for their families and friends as they mourn. 

May the Lord bring Julie and Rosie to the peace and joy of God’s Kingdom 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We remember our late Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth, and pray for 

members of the royal family in this time of mourning.  We pray for all  

the faithful departed, as we call to mind those whom we have known and 

loved.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory with the saints.  
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
  

The Peace  

You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will 

burst into song before you   (Isaiah 55.12) 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And with your spirit 

         

The table is prepared. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus 

Christ, your living Word, through whom you have created all things; who 

was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. By the power of 

the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he 

lived on earth and went about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on 

the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; and revealed the 

resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you 

a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever 

praising you and saying : 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
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Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of Matthew and all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever.    Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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We break this bread to share in the body of Christ: 

Though we are many, we are one body because we all share in the 

one bread.   
 

Agnus Dei    

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 
 

Let us prepare ourselves to make our spiritual communion. 
 

We offer and present to you, Lord our heavenly Father, ourselves, 

our souls and bodies, to be a holy and living sacrifice; grant that 

being present together in heart and mind at this holy communion we 

may now be filled with your heavenly blessing through the redeeming 

grace of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ... [ short pause ]  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in outward signs of bread and wine you have made 

known your presence among us; as we unite with one another from the 

places where we are, may your communion be fulfilled in us now 

through the work of the life-giving Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

Post Communion Prayers 

Lord God, the source of truth and love, 

keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 

and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Blessing  

May Almighty God give us grace 

to rejoice with Christ in his risen life,   

and follow him daily in our lives,   

and may the blessing of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with 

you and remain with you always.  Amen 


