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The Chaplain Writes 

Looking ahead 

 
Dear Friends 

 

After all the heatwaves of this 

summer, it’s good to start looking 

forward to the cooler weather of 

autumn. I always find with the 

coming of autumn, a sense of 

excitement and fresh energy. It 

brings back memories of early 

childhood of a new pencil case at 

the start of the school year, full of 

gleaming pens, freshly sharpened 

pencils and new felt tips which 

actually worked! The year lay 

ahead full of promise and looking 

at that shiny new pencil case 

reminded me of all its potential. 

 

And as we look ahead to the 

autumn, there is a lot we will be 

doing and a lot for us to look 

forward to at Holy Trinity.  We’re 

delighted that our choir are now 

back with us after their very 

successful tour to Chichester 

Cathedral.  This September and 

early October, in our worship, we 

will be celebrating Creationtide –

looking both at the beauty of our 

world and the current 

environmental crisis and we will 

explore this further in our Harvest 

Festival on the final Sunday of 

September.  The heatwaves we 

have experienced this year and 

the terrible consequences of these 

suffered by so many around the 

world, are a sharp reminder of the 

damage we have caused and the 

urgent need for us to take action. 

 

So we will be carrying out an 
environmental audit together in 

the autumn, looking at ways in 

which we both as a church and as 

individuals can change and make 

a difference through the way we 

live our lives and the daily 

choices we make, for example, 

perhaps in choosing to give up 

plastics as far as possible or to 

walk and cycle rather than use the 

car. 

 

Our young people are also going 

to be studying different aspects of 

creation and our care of the 

environment in Junior Church and 

Youth Group during this time and 

they will share their discoveries 

and their thoughts with us.   They 

will inherit the world when we are 

gone and it is really important that 

they learn about this and can 

challenge us as to how we should 

care for it.  

 

This autumn, we’ll also be 

looking at our future direction as 

a chaplaincy at Holy Trinity. Our 

renovation project, Building 

Tomorrow is moving on really 

well under the leadership of Mark 

Charles and with the guidance of 

the Building Tomorrow 

Committee, and we thank God for 

all that has been achieved so far.  

Now is the time for us to start 

thinking about our future ministry 

and mission in which our 

renovated church and hall will 

play such an important role.  

 

Earlier this summer, as part of our 

Vision and Strategy initiative, we 

carried out a survey among all our 

congregation at Holy Trinity as 

well as with those who have a link 

with our church, for example by 

renting the premises and holding 
groups there.  We asked people 

what they liked about what we 

have and do at present, what they 

believe is important to maintain 

as well as asking them to suggest 

new areas which God may be 

calling us to develop in the future 

in the light of our changing world 

and its needs.  We had a good 

response and are very grateful to 

everyone who took part. The next 

stage is that the Council will be 

looking at this feedback in the 

early autumn to reflect on this and 

we will have a special day with 

the consultant, Sandra Cobbin 

after church on Sunday 23 

October for everyone who wishes 

to be present to explore how we 

may take this forward to build up 

our church and mission for the 

future.  
 

In early July, we said goodbye 

sadly to our intern Sam Tudor 

who had been with us both last 

autumn and for a further three 

months after Easter. I am 

delighted that we will have a new 

intern this year called Leone 
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Maragoni.  He lives in Italy and 

has dual nationality with English 

and Italian parents.   Leone will be 

joining us on 9 September and 

because he has an Italian passport, 

will be able to stay with us 

throughout the year until early 

next July. 

 

In the spring, we prepared six 

young people to receive their First 

Communion which they did at the 

All Age Eucharist at the end of 

June. This autumn we will be 

starting Confirmation classes 

both for young people and for 

adults.  There will also be an 

opportunity for each one of us to 

explore our Christian discipleship 

as we study part of the new 

Diocesan Lay Disciple course 

which Clare Amos has written.  

 

We are also starting to plan some 

social events in the autumn.  

Because we don’t have access to 

our forecourt and access to the 

hall is limited, we cannot have 

large church fairs this year.  So we 

have decided to hold three mini 

fairs which will be held on 

Saturday mornings in September, 

October and early December in 

church.  On 17 September, we 

will be selling jams and 

marmalades and cakes, on 29 

October bric à brac and on 3 

December we’ll have a Christmas 

fair. Do put the dates in your diary 

and please come and support 

these sales and invite your friends 

and neighbours.  If you’d like to 

help with them let Sonia Gunton 

know. We also have a special 

concert of our Community Choir 

led by Claire Charles which will 

be kindly hosted at Emmanuel 

Church on the evening of 

Saturday 29 October which 

should be a great occasion.  

 

Another of our Coffee, Cake and 

Chat events will take place in the 

hall on Tuesday 30 August.  

These are great occasions to 
socialize and we particularly 

encourage those who may find it 

difficult to get out very often to 

come.  Do let Mary Talbot know 

if you would like to come and feel 

free to invite anyone who you 

think would be interested so we 

can send a formal invitation.   

 

We will also be holding a talent 

auction later in the autumn and 

further details about this will be 

available shortly.  

 

Finally, as part of our outreach as 

a church we will be taking part 

again in Samedi du Partage on 

Saturday 26 November.  This is a 

great day when we go to one of 

the big supermarkets or 

department stores (the last two 

have been at Manor department 

store near Holy Trinity) and we 

invite shoppers to donate a bag of 

shopping, food items or money to 

help the homeless.  

 

In the meantime I hope that you 

have had a good summer and feel 

refreshed. Thank you for all your 

support and encouragement and I 

am very much looking forward to 

this autumn as we worship, 

witness and celebrate the love of 

God together at Holy Trinity. 

 

With my love and prayers 

Daphne 

 

 

 
 

Marking the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee 

 
The British Ambassador in 

Switzerland held a celebratory tea 

party at the residence in Berne to 

which selected nominees were 

invited and Holy Trinity is proud 

to have had two very special 

parishioners nominated to attend. 

 

Anne-Marie and Alec Hester 

were nominated in recognition of 

the huge amount of work they 

have undertaken over the years in 

support of Holy Trinity.  Mention 

was made of Anne-Marie’s 

leadership of the Craft Group for 

over 30 years, the workshops she 

organized in her home and the 

endless supply of baked goods 

she provided for the different 

sales, all done with enthusiasm 

and generosity.  Alec was her 

staunch supporter in all these 

efforts and spent hours every year 

setting up her stall at the various 

fairs and sales and working with 

her on the creation and sale of 

recycled cards and other 

stationery.  Alec also produced all 

the service sheets for the annual 

cathedral Carol service.  Anne-

Marie and Alec hosted barbecues 

and lunches, cooked for the 

homeless and have been tireless 

in their efforts for Holy Trinity 

and the Geneva community.   

 

All these activities were quoted in 

their nomination and they richly 

deserved this special recognition 

at a special occasion! 
 

 

 

At the lovely service of 

celebration for the Platinum 

Jubilee, which was held in Holy 

Trinity on 5th June Pierre 

Ludovic Claude from our 

congregation gave this address. 

 

What Does Queen Elizabeth 

II Mean for Me? 
 

My name is Pierre Ludovic 

Claude, also known as Ludo. I am 

originally from Cameroon. I am 

also French, Swiss, and British. 

So, as you can see, I do have a 

remarkably diverse background, 

which to me, is a tremendous 
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wealth. The United Kingdom is 

the place where I have spent most 

of my life so far and where I 

studied in one of its famous 

universities, the University of 

Oxford. So, I do have the utmost 

respect for Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II. 

  
As we all celebrate the 70th 

anniversary of her reign, I was 

asked today to give a very brief 

talk about what she means for me. 

To answer this topical question, I 

will borrow a quote from 

Mahatma Gandhi, a nonviolent-

resistant: Gandhi said this: “My 

life is my message.” This is how 

I regard the life of Her Majesty 

and what it means to me: 

culturally, politically, and 

spiritually.  

 

First, culturally: she is the head 

of the Commonwealth of nations, 

of which Cameroon is a member 

state. Though Cameroon and 

Rwanda are the only two 

Commonwealth states that she 

has not visited, we have been 

celebrating her. Cameroon is a 

former British protectorate and to 

this day, it consists of two parts: a 

francophone part, and an 

anglophone part. The two official 

languages are French and 

English. If you happen to visit 

Cameroon, you will notice that 

the news is delivered in both 

languages. So, I have been 

influenced and inspired by her 

culture since birth, without even 

knowing it. According to a recent 

survey, about 85% of the British 

people have only known their 

lives with Her Majesty as 

sovereign. Well, I think most of 

us here are part of those 85%.  

 

Second, politically: She is a truly 

inspiring leader by virtue of her 

experience alone: The simple fact 

that she was just 25 when she 

began her weekly conversations 

with her first prime minister – 
Winston Churchill, is very 

powerful. At that age, as an 

ordinary citizen, I was working 

for an American bank in the city 

of London, doing ordinary, but 

sometimes exciting, banking 

things. Her Majesty, at that age, 

had already been building a 

unique insight into every political 

crisis the United Kingdom, now 

my country of adoption, has 

navigated since 1952. As a head 

of state, as we all know, she reigns 

but does not rule, but she is 

listened to. During her tenure as 

Queen, there have been 7 popes, 

14 U.S presidents, 14 British 

prime ministers, 10 French 

Presidents, and 2 Cameroonian 

presidents.  

 

Last, spiritually: Since 1952, 

Her Majesty has been the 

supreme Governor of the Church 

of England, a position which is 

vested in her as the British 

monarch. So, I am very grateful 

for her Christian example and her 

willingness to speak of her faith. 

Despite my Catholic background, 

I have been received in the 

Anglican communion and was a 

member of the community of St 

Anselm. The community of St 

Anselm is a one-year experience 

of monastic life started by 

Archbishop Justin Welby to give 

young people a profound 

experience of prayer, service and 

living in community. It has been a 

transformative experience for 

those who, like me, have taken 

part. As such, we were very 

blessed to meet Her Majesty at 

Westminster Abbey at an 

ecumenical service with Fr. 

Cantalamessa of the Vatican. 

Needless to say how inspired and 

honoured we all were in her 

presence.  

 

To conclude, I cannot imagine a 

world without our gracious 

Queen. The monarchy and its 

relationship with Commonwealth 

nations will inevitably change 

with her successor. But to me, the 
cultural, political, and spiritual 

legacy of Her Majesty will live 

on. In Gandhi’s words, her life is 

indeed her message. To close, I 

would like us to reflect on the 

following questions:  

Is our life our message?  

If so, what would we like it to 

mean to others?  

If not, what message would we 

like to be said at our eulogy?  

 

God Save the Queen!  

 
 

 
 

 

The Amish 
Valerie Offord 2022              

 

‘The Amish are the only 

Christians left in the modern 

world’ 

My serious interest in the Amish 

began when I was attracted to an 

entry in the social programme of 

a boring scientific conference my 

husband was speaking at in 

Columbus, Ohio - a guided all-

day excursion to the nearby 

Amish country. On the strength of 

this, I nobly volunteered to 

accompany my amazed husband. 
'Surely one of the most expensive 

day's outings ever', I could hear 

him muttering. I will not bore you 

with the technical details of how I 

nearly missed the bus - but I can 

safely say my tour of the Amish 

country of Holmes County, Ohio 

was one of the most thought-

provoking outings I have ever 

taken.  

The Amish, in spite of their 

European or, to be more accurate, 

Swiss origin, have not survived 

here - the Swiss Brethren from 

whom they evolved hung on into 

the early 20th century in a remote 

valley near Thun - but the Amish 

are now entirely in America and 

thriving. They number about 

140,000 and are to be found in 23 

states and there are also some 
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settlements in Ontario, Canada.  

"The Amish are a church, a 
community, a spiritual union, a 

conservative branch of 

Christianity, a religion, a 
community whose members 

practice simple and austere 
living, a familistic 

entrepreneuring system, and an 

adaptive community."  

This is how they were defined by 

John Hostetler, a man who was 

born an Amish but left the 

community in his teens and 

became a university professor 

specialising in Anabaptist studies. 

This masterly definition says 

everything and yet I doubt 

whether you are all much the 

wiser as to who the Amish are or 

what they believe in! At the end 

of this article I hope you might be.  

We all know a little about the 

Amish. For many years at Holy 

Trinity Church, Geneva we all 

spent huge amounts of money 

trying to win a lovely quilt made 

by the Mennonites, who were the 

original body from which the 

Amish emerged as a separate 

entity in the 16th century. Others 

of you will have seen that 

excellent film 'Witness' starring 

Harrison Ford. These two 

encounters may be the sole extent 

of our knowledge but they already 

encompass the two main tenets of 

the Amish way of life - namely 

their religious rectitude and 

apartness, apparent in the film, 

and their homespun industry, 

manifest in the beautiful quilts. 

One further fact attracted me, of 

which fewer people seem aware: 

that the origins of their movement 

can be traced back to the 

Reformation and to Switzerland.  

The Amish are the direct 

descendants of the Anabaptists of 

16th century Europe. Anabaptists, 

as many of you know, believed in 

adult not infant baptism and as a 

result suffered the most dreadful 

persecution.  

The 16th century was a time of 

great religious unrest and 

embraced, if not the birth, then the 

actuality of the Reformation. 

People came to challenge the 

authority of the Catholic Church 

and it became a scapegoat for all 

the social ills of society. People 

were able to read the Bible thanks 

to the likes of Luther, Tyndale and 

a host of others translating it into 

the vernacular and the invention 

of printing making it much more 

accessible. This availability, 

however, led many to question the 

old order and to interpret ideas 

and doctrines for themselves.  

In consequence, an astonishing 

number of non-conformist groups 

sprung up and amongst these 

were to be found the Anabaptists 

whose rejection of infant baptism 

and doubts about 

transubstantiation were 

considered seditious by the 

authorities. The Anabaptists even 

went as far as to re-baptise, as 

they felt that baptising babies 

could not be supported by 

scripture. They argued that sin 

entered the world with a 

knowledge of good and evil. 

Since an infant does not have this 

knowledge it cannot have sin; 

thus children do not need baptism 

for the removal of sin.  

The three main groups of 

Anabaptists were: the Mennonites 

(founded by Menno Simons a 

Catholic priest from the Low 

Countries (Friesland) in 1536); 

the Hutterite Brethren from 

Austria; and the Swiss Brethren. 

These early Anabaptists, 

considered a threat by church and 

state alike, were put to death as 

heretics by both Catholics and 

Protestants. Many fled to the 

mountains of Switzerland and 

southern Germany where their 

movement was already strong. It 

is in these regions that we can 

trace the origins of their tradition 

of farming and holding worship 

services in their homes: farming 

to support themselves and home 

worship as no church could 

accommodate them.  

In February 1527, the Swiss 

Brethren from Zurich held a 

secret conference at Schleitheim, 

a small town on the Swiss-

German border. It was presided 

over by Michael Sattler, the 

former prior of a Benedictine 

monastery, and it agreed upon 

seven articles of faith. These 

Schleitheim articles, which 

embody the Swiss Anabaptist 

view of a Christian brotherhood 

living in a viable community, are 

still the basic tenets in the lives of 

the Amish today.  

With these firm guidelines to live 

by the Anabaptists, despite 

terrible persecution and 

oppression, survived for two 

centuries in Europe. However, 

there were differences between 

these geographically dispersed 

groups and in 1693, just over a 

century after Menno Simons 

founded his group, a Swiss 

bishop, named Jacob Ammann, 

broke from the Mennonite 

church. His followers were 

subsequently called the Amish.  

In spite of the split the Amish and 

the Mennonite church still share 

the same beliefs concerning 

baptism, non-resistance, the 

rejection of oaths, and basic Bible 

doctrines - and it is these beliefs 

which made the civil authorities 

as well as the main-line churches 

fear them. The Amish and 

Mennonites, however, do differ in 

matters of dress, technology, 
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language, form of worship and 

interpretation of the Bible.  

The Amish went to America as 

part of a much larger movement 

of Palatine German-speaking 

people including the Mennonites. 

They derive from two peak 

immigration periods - one in the 

18th century and the other in the 

19th century. Why? It is not 

possible in a short article to 

explore in depth the history of the 

persecution.  

However, if we take the Swiss - 

several hundred left the canton of 

Berne between 1671 and 1711 to 

find homes in Alsace and the 

Palatinate. They were spied on in 

Switzerland, their land was 

confiscated (frequently in lieu of 

unpaid fines), and their children 

declared illegitimate because 

their parents had not been married 

by a Reformed minister. The 

direct consequence of this latter 

move was that they were unable 

to inherit their parents' estates. 

They were considered a threat 

because they refused to serve in 

the military, take oaths or baptise 

their children. Some were 

imprisoned, some banished and 

even branded and some sent to 

Italy to serve as galley slaves. 

Hunger, disease, war and 

persecution were rife -William 

Penn travelled up and down the 

Rhine inviting oppressed people 

to go to Pennsylvania -and so it 

was that this alternative, with all 

the hardships of sea voyages, was 

chosen during the periods 1727-

1770 and 1815-1860. These 

sufferings are graphically 

expressed in the diary of Hans 

Jacob Kauffman 1737 that was 

found among the papers of Dr 

Heber Plank who translated it into 

English (see appendix for an 

extract). 

America enabled the Amish to 

survive. They formed kinship 

groups, they had unlimited 

farming land and a type of land 

not so unlike what they had been 

forced to leave in Europe. In fact, 

although it has not really been 

followed through by historians, 

this forced emigration was really 

their salvation as a group: it 

enabled them to develop their 

strong idea of living as a Christian 

brotherhood in a viable 

community with the minimum of 

government interference.  

Ohio, the area I visited, has less 

crime than the rest of America. It 

is a very desirable place to live in 

as is reflected by the land prices 

which are higher than anywhere 

else in the country. The land is 

fertile because of the excellent 

farming skills of the Amish and 

the low crime rate is due to their 

example of true Christian living. 

Everyone wants to live there but 

the irony is that virtually the only 

people who can afford the land 

are the Amish themselves - with 

their simple God-fearing way of 

life they spend little and can 

plough back the profits from their 

prosperous farms into buying 

more land.  

From the outside the horse and 

buggy Amish way of life looks 

idyllic but that is deceptive. Their 

apartness is not complete - they 

can pursue this mode of living due 

to the efforts of the rest of us. 

They would not be so secure 

without the dentists, doctors and 

lawyers who have spent many 

stressful years in the real world 

improving their skills. The Amish 

like to be near a small town that 

has these resources but they are 

not prepared to train for these 

professions themselves. Nor are 

they prepared to defend their 

country and its rights. They deny 

change or accept it only 

gradually, yet they are quite 

prepared to take the benefits of 

modern inventions and facilities. 

A good example is that they will 

enter a hospital if deemed 

necessary. To a great extent their 

undeniably attractive way of life 

is enabled or enhanced by the rest 

of society.  

Over a century ago, hardly 

anyone knew the Amish existed. 

Over a half-century ago they were 

viewed as an obscure sect living 

by ridiculous customs, as 

stubborn people who resisted 

education and exploited the 

labour of their children. Today the 

Amish are the unwilling objects 

of a thriving tourist industry. 

They are revered as hard-working 

thrifty people with enormous 

agrarian stamina, and by some, as 

islands of sanity in a culture 

gripped by commercialism and 

technology run wild.  

 References and further reading  
Cross F.L. (ed) The Oxford 

Dictionary of the Christian 

Church OUP 1990.                

The Amish Between Two Worlds 

Film by Amish Heartland 

Productions.  

Hostetler John A. Amish Society 

John Hopkins University Press 

1993.  

Ozment Steven The Age of 

Reform 1250-1550 Yale 

University Press 1980.  

Wikipedia         The Schleitheim 
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Appendix                              Fragment 

of a diary written by Hans Jacob 

Kauffman, a passenger with his 

family on board the Charming 

Nancy, which brought the first 

major group of Amish to America 

in 1737. It speaks of the tragedy 

and heartache the group of 

refugees endured on the long 

voyage. 

‘The 28th of June while in 

Rotterdam getting ready to start 
my Zernbli died and was buried in 

Rotterdam. The 29th we got under 

sail and enjoyed only1-1/2 days of 

favorable wind. The 7th day of 

July early in the morning, died 

Hans Zimmerman’s son-in-law.  

‘We landed in England the 8th of 
July remaining 9 days in port 

during which 5 children died. 

Went under sail the 17th of July. 
The 21st July my own Lisbetli 

died………… On the first day of 
August my Hansli died and 

Tuesday previous 5 children died. 

………. On the 3rd of August 
contrary winds beset the vessel 

…… on the 19th Christopher 
Burgli’s child died. Passed a ship 

on the 21st. A favorable wind 

sprang up. On the 28th Hans 
Gasi’s (?) wife died. Passed a 

ship 13th of September. 

‘Landed in Philadelphia on the 

18th September and my wife and I 
left the ship on the 19th. A child 

was born on the 20th – died- wife 

recovered. A voyage of 83 days. 

This article is based on a talk 

given by Valerie Offord to Holy 

Trinity Women's Guild in 

February 1996.  

 

 

 

Oberammergau – a once in 

a decade experience 
Ursula McGregor  

August 2022 

 
Mary Talbot, Judith Munzinger, 

Ben Holt and yours truly made a 

moving and memorable visit to 

the little village of 

Oberammergau, nestled in 

southern Bavaria, to experience 

the Passion Play.  We left on a 

beautiful summer’s day and were 

expertly driven by Ben up to Lake 

Constance and then across the 

Vorarlberg to the resort town of 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen where 

we were to stay. Garmisch sits in 

the shadow of the Zugspitze, 

which at 2’962 meters is the 

highest peak in Germany – small 

fry for those of us used to the 

majestic Mont Blanc. At 

Garmisch we met up with two 

couples who had driven from 

England, Charles Robson and his 

wife Katie, known to us at Holy 

Trinity as Charles attends HTC 

when working in Geneva, and 

Katie’s sister and her husband.  

 

The next day we made our way by 

bus to the little village of 

Oberammergau. In 1633 plague 

was raging in Europe and the 

people of Oberammergau sought 

refuge in prayer and vowed that if 

the dying stopped they would 

stage a play of the passion, death 

and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Miraculously no one died 

from plague in Oberammergau 

from then on and so the Passion 

Play has been performed ever 

since, every 10 years. Originally 

the play was performed in the 

village cemetery but as it attracted 

more and more visitors a Passion 

Theatre was built in 1900.  Only 

residents or natives of the village 

of Oberammergau can take part in 

the performance. 

 

Oberammergau boasts around 

5’000 inhabitants. It is an 
attractive village with a tradition 

of wood carving and façade 

paintings on the houses. The cast 

of the play is 2’000 and around 

4’700 visitors are welcomed for 

each show. However German 

efficiency comes into play as 

visitors are shuttled into the 

village on buses and the whole 

village is given over to feeding 

and entertaining the play goers. 

The play starts at 14.30 in the 

afternoon. There is a three hour 

break between 17.00 and 20.00 

for supper, which our group 

enjoyed in the excellent Hotel 

Wolf, and the play finishes 

around 22.45.  

 

 

The play itself revolves round the 

mystery of the Passion of Jesus in 

a dramatic as well as in a 

meditative way.  Between the 

scenes of the Easter story there 

are 12 living tableaux of Old 

Testament Scenes which 

beautifully emphasise Jesus’s 

place in the Jewish story and 

relationship with God but given 

new life through his sacrifice and 

message of salvation. There is 

also a substantial choir and a 

musical score composed by 

Rochus Dedler (1779-1822) 

which interweaves an oratorio 

with the dramatic scenes.  The 

script has been re-written several 

times since the first performance 

in 1634 and the 2022 production 

brought very much to the fore the 

different perspectives and 

divisions in society at the time, in 

the Jewish High Council, 

amongst the political powers 

(Roman and Jewish), reflected in 
the crowd scenes as hatred was 

whipped up by agitators with their 
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own agendas and meant the 

opposing camps could no longer 

listen to each other – sound 

familiar? 

 
We all found the Passion Play 

profoundly moving on the visual, 

intellectual and reflective level. 

The commitment and faith of the 

people of Oberammergau as they 

fulfil the vow of their ancestors 

infuses the whole production. We 

all felt uplifted by the experience.   

 

On a more mundane level we 

benefited from our own little 

miracle. The day of the play was 

very stormy and there were a 

number of drenching downpours 

– but somehow they always 

occurred when we were under 

cover. The auditorium of the 

Passion Theatre is covered but the 

stage is partly open to the sky and 

the storm clouds provided a 

spectacular backdrop to the drama 

being enacted on the boards. 

  

Ursula McGregor 

 

Ben Holt adds - One final word 

on the administration which I 

found very efficient: you have a 

choice of dates, seats, and hotels 

and all went very smoothly.  

When one considers that there are 

5000 people at each performance 

that is quite a feat! The next 

season will be in 2030 and it is a 

good idea to start booking at least 

a year before. 

 

A Legend from the Abbey 

of St.-Gall 
How a mediaeval filing system 

was devised by overworked 

monks, thus saving them a 

whole lot of bother 

 
On a recent visit to my favourite 

library, I also went into the Abbey 

Archives and there I heard this 

story: 

 

Whereas the Abbey Library keeps 

ancient manuscripts and books, 

the Archives keep all the legal 

documents – and boy, did they 

have some! 

The Abbey owned a great deal of 

land, farms with their 

dependencies including, to some 

extent, the people living there 

who might have been serfs, 

servants, young boys studying to 

become monks, and so on.  None 

of these people were free to come 

and go, or to work for 

whomsoever they wanted, and a 

whole tangle of legalities sprung 

up. 

 

Some of these people were able to 

buy their own freedom (e.g. 

skilled workmen who could then 

go on to set up shop), but they still 

had to stay there and pay an 

annual tax to the Abbey; some of 

the landowners were fond of their 

servants and granted them 

freedom but they too still had to 

stay there; yet others were 

exchanged between their 

“owners” – all these people were 

collectively called “the unfree”.  

It was a complicated system and 

even the monks who lived in the 

Abbey or wealthy landowners 

were not free to do as they pleased 

without the say-so of the Abbot.  

All these transactions were 

written down on robust 

parchment which nought but 

hungry mice could damage.  For 

this reason, we can today still see 

many of these documents on 

display in the Archives, some of 

them bearing teeth-marks of the 

afore-mentioned rodents. 

One popular thing to do (in the 

hope of saving one’s soul) was to 

give, or leave in one’s will, a large 

part of one’s land to the Abbey.  

One lady, called Beata, left her 

extensive property to the Abbey 

but, in those days, the Roman 

Emperor still existed and when 

Lady Beata died, he wanted to get 

his hands on all this land.  

However, somewhere in the 

Abbey there should have been the 

famous parchment document – 

but nobody could find it!  How 

were the monks going to prove 

their ownership of the land? 

 

In most other convents and 

monasteries, all legal acts were 

copied out into a book, except at 

St.-Gall where, apparently, chaos 

reigned.   

 

Now if you have ever worked in 

an office, back in the day, when 

typewriters went “ping” when 

you got to the end of a line and we 

had all those carbon copies on 

different coloured paper - faced 

with a whole heap of filing to do, 

you will know exactly how those 

poor monks felt. 

 

So the monks in charge of the 

Archives had to have a think.  If 

they were to copy all the 

documents in their possession 

into a book, or books more 

probably, it would take about 30 

years and would cause huge 

disruption to the rest of their 

work.   

 

And then one bright monk had an 

idea: 

 “The Romans divided their 

territories up into sections; why 
don’t we do the same?” 

 
So they drew up a map and 

divided it into 36 sections.  Then 

they made 36 very big wooden 

boxes into which they tossed all 

the parchments according to the 

section of territory, and voilà, job 
done! 
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What’s more, they shrewdly fixed 

carrying handles onto each end of 

every box so, in case of attack 

(this did happen occasionally over 

the centuries) or fire, the precious 

archives could be swiftly 

removed to safety.    How clever 

was that? 

 

And all those boxes are on display 

for us to admire in the Archives. 

 

Dorinda 

 

 

 

Council Report 

January to June 2022 

 
At our June meeting, your 

Council decided to resume a 

practice from some years back, to 

communicate more regularly with 

you, our congregation. The 

decision was to produce a 

quarterly report on the activities 

of the Council. This, the first 

report for 2022, will cover the 

first six months and then the 

reports will be produced 

quarterly. Those of you who have 

been carefully reading the 

magazine will find some overlap 

with the excellent reports from 

our warden, Mary Talbot.  

 

The Council has met six times so 

far this year, usually on the third 

Monday of the month. During the 

Covid epidemic the Council 

meetings took place over Zoom; 

in March we started meeting 

again in the church hall, with the 

Zoom option remaining available 

for those not able to physically 

attend. 

 

In April, at the AGM, three new 

members were elected to the 

Council, Emily Banzet, Paul 

Mondoa and Nicholas Hacking. 

The other members of the Council 

are Canon Daphne, Clare Amos, 

Carol Brown, Nicolas Dériaz, Gill 

Howie, Lamek Jaston, Aidan 

Liddle, Amy Martinez, Ursula 

McGregor, Michael Omumbwa, 

Mary Talbot, Rawsette Whyte 

and Aylwin Zabula.  Michael 

Gunton, our Treasurer, has been 

co-opted as a Council member. 

Armel Ayegnon and Mark 

Charles are invited to meetings, as 

our intern Sam Tudor was for the 

months he was with us.  

 

Under Daphne’s leadership, the 

Council has established four 

priorities for 2022. These are: 

 

Reconnection with our 

congregation and the wider 
community we serve as part of the 

life of the church. This covers 
many areas including worship, 

new pastoral challenges, children 

and inclusivity. 

Rebuilding and developing our 

diversity through greater 
awareness of those who are 

unrepresented and their needs. 
Intentional represent-tation at all 

levels on all our chaplaincy 

bodies and in our worship and 
activities, to include ethnic 

diversity, age, disability and 

sexual orientation. 

The environment – this is a 
significant issue of growing 

urgency which we are currently 

not really addressing in any area 

of our chaplaincy life. 

Children, young people and 

family ministry particularly given 

the impact of Covid in this area 

and its on-going effects. 

We have devoted a significant 

time on our Council agendas to 

address these priorities, Children 

and Young People at the March 

meeting, Reconnection at the 

April meeting, Rebuilding and 

Developing our Diversity at the 

May meeting and the 

Environment at the June meeting, 

with a guest speaker, Sarah 

French from A Rocha 

International. We are urgently 

seeking a volunteer, or indeed a 

couple of volunteers, to lead our 

efforts and give focus to 

environmental issues.  

 

The work of bringing our 

thoughts to bear on a Vision and 

Strategy for our Chaplaincy going 

forward has also been a regular 

feature of Council agendas. A co-

ordination group was set up to 

manage the consultation process 

and has been reporting to Council 

on a monthly basis. The results 

from the questionnaire sent to the 

congregation, and to which 54 

people responded, were analysed 

and shared with the Council at our 

June meeting. These outcomes 

will be discussed by Council at an 

“Away Day” planned for early 

October and then we aim to 

present the results to the 

Congregation in a session, 

facilitated by Sandra Cobbin on 

Sunday 23rd October. Some of 

you will remember Sandra from 

early 2020, when she facilitated a 

session on establishing our Parish 

Profile for recruiting a new 

Chaplain. 

 

Prior to each Council meeting, 

reports are provided to Council 

members from the Chaplain, the 

Wardens, the Treasurer on our 

financial situation, Helen Liddle 

on safeguarding, Armel on the 

work with children and young 

people and of course Mark 

Charles on Building Tomorrow. 

The Council is thus kept up-to-

date on all these areas and any 

issues are brought forward for 

discussion and decisions. 

 

The Chaplain consulted Council 
on arrangements for the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations on 
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Sunday 5th June as well as 

arrangements for Holy Week.  

The Wardens have been doing a 

sterling job managing Covid 

regulations and restrictions. With 

the removal of all Covid 

restrictions for religious services 

in Switzerland from 17th 

February, they discussed with 

Council the way forward to make 

people feel safe in church and also 

what to continue providing on 

line.  
 

We are very grateful to Helen 

Liddle, our Safeguarding Officer, 

who keeps Council focused on 

ensuring that our young and 

vulnerable are protected and safe. 

Armel keeps us abreast of his 

work with children and young 

people. He has shared with 

Council his concerns that the 

numbers have not yet reached 

those prior to lockdown. Council 

has discussed how to make the 

“All Age” service more relevant 

to families and how to reach out 

to families in the Geneva area and 

make them aware of what we 

offer.  

 

On the financial side, Michael 

Gunton, our Treasurer, provides 

Council with a monthly report on 

how income and expenses are 

tracking. Whilst our expenses are 

tracking to budget, income 

continues to lag, as you will be 

aware from the appeal made for 

Gift Day in June. In particular, we 

have not been able to match our 

pre-pandemic levels of plate 

collections, despite introducing 

possibilities like TWINT and 

SUMUP (donation using a 

payment card) for those without 

cash in church. TWINT can also 

be used by those on-line during 

the Sunday morning service. 

 

Building Tomorrow has 

obviously been an important topic 

at Council meetings as the 

Council works with Mark to 
oversee the project and give 

approvals, where needed, to 

recommendations emanating 

from the Building Tomorrow 

team. We are delighted that phase 

1, the renovation of the church, is 

now well underway and we have 

settled in to using just the East end 

of the church. Council continues 

to consider with Mark the plans 

for phase 2, the renovation of the 

hall and digging down to create a 

second basement. No decisions or 

approvals will be given by 

Council until the plans for phase 

2 are completed and the funding 

assured.  

 

Council has been discussing the 

employment of a curate as from 1 

January, 2023. This has been 

made possible by the fact that part 

of the duties will be working with 

the Anglican Communion Office 

(ACO), as a liaison with the UN 

and some of its agencies, for 

which the ACO will make a 

financial contribution. Most of 

the remaining cost will be met by 

central Church of England 

funding for curates. It is 

envisaged the post will be for two 

years. In order to obtain the 

necessary work permit, we will be 

advertising the position in 

Switzerland on the Archdeaconry 

and our own websites during the 

next few weeks. It is a 

compliment to Holy Trinity and 

to Daphne, our Chaplain, that we 

are considered a suitable 

chaplaincy to host a curate and we 

expect to benefit greatly from 

having a second ordained priest to 

allow us to deepen and expand 

our ministry. As a curate, the 

candidate will need to have 

exposure to all aspects of  

ministry, but will take the lead 

with delegated responsibility in 

one or two areas, according to our 

specific needs and their particular 

skills and qualifications.  

 

Your Council would like to take 

this opportunity to appeal to you 

to consider volunteering for the 
many tasks which keep our 

community flourishing. 

Volunteers are needed for the 

coffee rotas for both the 9 am and 

10.30 services. It would be 

helpful to have a bigger pool of 

sides-people, servers, readers and 

intercessors for Sunday services. 

As mentioned earlier our work for 

the environment could take a 

great leap forward with a couple 

of volunteers to lead and co-

ordinate our efforts.  

 

We serve as your elected 

representatives to manage the 

affairs of our Church and you can 

contact any of us with questions at 

any time.  We would also 

welcome your feedback on 

whether you have found this 

report helpful and suggestions for 

improvement. 

 

Ursula McGregor                                                                                                                                                                           
Secretary to Council, July 2022 
 

 

 

Bible misprints 

Valerie Offord 

 
There is a lighthearted quiz game 

on BBC radio in which the 

participants are invited to change 

just one letter or two of a well-

known film or book title to make 

it extremely amusing. For 

example, John Steinbeck’s book 
‘Of Mice and Men’ would 

become ‘Of Lice and Men’. 
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Well, this is not unfamiliar to 

Bible collectors. 

 

‘Let us speak of bugges, camels, 

lions, owls, moles, or perhaps of 

standing fishes, vinegar, treacle, 

fools, unrighteous, wife beaters, 

breeches and diglots.’ 

 
A strange and varied list but with 

a common thread.  The late Lord 

Wardington, bibliophile par 

excellence, would have had no 

problem whatsoever in 

understanding the above 

quotation.  The listed words are, 

of course, the names of Bibles 

with unusual renderings and 

misprints.  

 

Printing errors could easily creep 

into the plates set up by hand in 

earlier times. When the mistake 

was detected by the readers, the 

Bible so blighted would be named 

after the error. Take for example 

the Camel Bible of 1823 where 

Genesis chapter 24 v.61 reads 

‘And Rebekah arose, and her 

camels’ rather than ‘and her 

damsels’. Or what about the well-

known adage ‘Know ye that the 

unrighteous shall inherit the 
kingdom of God’. Surely this 

sounds vaguely familiar. Indeed, 

in the current political climate of 

the world, some are already of 

that opinion. This is the famous 

misprint of 1 Corinthians chapter 

6 v.9 contained in the aptly named 

Unrighteous Bible of 1653.  

 

The Owl Bible was so called 

because of a printing plate where 

‘own’ became ‘owl’ due to a 

damaged ‘n’. The parable of the 

vineyard was printed minus the 

final ‘d’ in the Gospel of St Luke 

chapter 20 hence it was named the 

Vinegar Bible of 1717.  

The attribution of the so-called 

Mole Bible, an edition of 

Tyndale’s  New Testament 

printed  in Antwerp, arises from 

the fact that one of its woodcuts 

shows St Paul resting his foot on 

a stone which bears the figure of 

a mole. 

 

Even those who are not dedicated 

biblical scholars are aware of the 

Wicked Bible of 1631 which 

states in Exodus chapter 20 v.14 

‘Thou shalt commit adultery.’ 

The ‘not’ had been omitted from 

the seventh commandment. 

Consequently, the printers were 

fined £300 for allowing the error 

and ordered to destroy the whole 

printing run of 1,000 copies. Only 

11 copies of this rare Bible are 

known to exist in the world today. 

 

In Lord Wardington’s 

introduction to the auction 

catalogue of his covetousness-

inducing collection of Bibles, 

which came under the hammer at 

Sotheby’s some years ago, many

of these interesting volumes were 

discussed. The downside of this 

auction was that the collection 

was dispersed.  

 

Wardington was not alone in 

spending part of his personal 

fortune on this interesting hobby. 

There have been others, known to 

me in the latter half of the 20th 

century, who decided likewise. 

The Robert van Kampen 

Collection suffered mixed 

fortunes. In 1994 Robert van 

Kampen set up a Scriptorium in 

Grand Haven, Michigan, USA to 

house his immense collection of 

manuscripts and early printed 

Bibles. Unfortunately, after his 

death in 1999 the family decided 

to set up an Archive Centre for 

from the environment to clergy 

discipline, with Ukraine, Racial 
Justice, Safeguarding and much 

else besides.  the Bible collection 

in ‘The Holy Land Experience’ 

Orlando, Florida. Since the 

closure of that enterprise, the 

whereabouts of the van Kampen 

collection is unclear. By contrast 

the collection of another 

American private collector, Dr 

John Hellstern, is now housed in 

the Dunham Bible Museum, 

Houston Baptist University, 

Texas, USA. 

 

Unquestionably there are very 

precious and significant 

collections of Bibles elsewhere in 

the UK. For instance, the 

collection in Corpus Christi 

College, Cambridge made by 

Archbishop Matthew Parker at 

the time of his appointment 

during the Reformation, the 

splendid collections in Lambeth 

Palace, in Cambridge University 

Library, the Bodleian Library, 

Oxford and the John Rylands 

Library, Manchester but 

extensive personal collections 

like those cited above have been 

relatively rare in the recent past.  

 

Valerie Offord 

 

 

 

 

Synod News 

 
Mary Talbot, who is our 

representative on the Diocesan 

Synod, is making available a full 

report on the July General Synod 

meeting, which our readers can 

find on the Holy Trinity website.  

She felt it was too long to include 

in the Magazine but pointed out 

that many different areas of 

interest were addressed which 

stretch from the environment to 
clergy discipline, with Ukraine, 
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Racial Justice, Safeguarding and 

much else besides.   

Mary says “If I had to pick out 

particular elements, I think the 

debate on the Net Zero Carbon 

target was very important, 

highlighted even more by the last 

month's heatwave and 

drought.  One of the messages 

was that it is possible to reach net 

zero carbon - all the technology to 

do so is already there.  There was 

a moving debate on affirming 

disabled people; quite a lot on 

how the Central Church is 

proposing to allocate its funding, 

including more towards lay 

ministry.  One of the most 

moving moments was the tribute 

by the Archbishop of Canterbury 

to the Queen in the Loyal 

Address.”  

 

 

 

Too many farewells 
 

Dennis Raymond Creffield 

1933 –2022 

 
Dennis was a familiar figure at 

Holy Trinity.  After serving in the 

RAF’s Air/Sea rescue team for 

three years he joined Cable and 

Wireless in 1957 and came to 

Geneva where he met and married 

his wife, Pam.  He subsequently 

moved to work with Cargill, 

initially in their telex room 

organizing the routes for the ships 

and thereafter in a personnel role 

working with the ships’ captains 

and crews. 

 

Dennis was baptized and 

confirmed at Emmanuel church 

but with Pam became very closely 

linked to Holy Trinity.  He 

worked hard on producing the 

church newsletter with Mike 

Howie and was a familiar figure 

at our church sales, master-

minding the huge task of sorting 

and preparing the ever-popular 

book stall.  Both he and Pam were 

a regular part of the service team 

on Sunday mornings and Pam ran 

the crèche club (with Sue 

Bergomi) for several years.  Both 

of them were also active in the 

local community. 

 

Dennis was an independent and 

active person with a lively sense 

of humour, but failing health saw 

him lovingly cared for by Pam 

and hospitalized for many months 

before moving briefly into an 

EMS where he died on 20 July.   

His funeral took place at Holy 

Trinity on 5th August and was 

attended by many of his former 

Cargill colleagues 
 

 

 
Nick Nightingale 

 
Nick came to Geneva in 1998 as 

General Secretary of the 

YMCA, followed a little later by 

his wife, Revd. Sue.  They were 

both warmly welcomed by the 

then Chaplain, Keith Kimber and 

remained with us until 2002, with 

Sue seeing us through an 

interregnum and for a period as 

Assistant Priest with Mike 

French.  During the lockdown, 

she presided at one or two on-line 

services for us.  

 

Welcomed by Keith Dale, Nick 

joined the choir as a tenor, 

bringing his enormous energy, 

enthusiasm and commitment.  

(Apart from his own contribution, 

he suggested to Julia Lacey that if 

she were looking for a choir, she 

MUST join Holy Trinity, 

something she recently reminded 

him of.). Nick came back for a 

couple of choir weekends after he 
left Geneva combining two of his 

great interests, singing and 

walking. Trained as a lawyer, he 

was a person of many interests 

and many enthusiasms, of which 

serving the underprivileged and 

marginalised was one constant 

thread.   

 

Nick and Sue maintained close 

ties of friendship with several 

members of the Holy Trinity 

family (especially Mary Talbot).  

Nick’s death, swimming while on 

a sailing holiday this summer, 

was unexpected and a tremendous 

shock.   His funeral in York was 

packed, and there were numerous 

tributes highlighting his many 

qualities.   

 

Our deep sympathy goes to Sue 

and to their three children, 

Rebecca, Liz and Tom, also the 

rest of the close family. 

 

 

We were also very sad to learn of 

the death of Emmanuel Palmer 

who had been on the Holy Trinity 

prayer list for many months.  

‘Manny’, working in Geneva with 

the U.N., had formerly been a 

faithful and devoted member of 

the Holy Trinity family with his 

rich, bass voice lending colour 

and energy to our weekly hymns.  

His absence had been greatly felt 

in recent years. 
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David Robinson 

1942 – 2022 

(Epidemiologist with WHO and 

active member of Holy Trinity 

from 1981 to 2000) 

 

Two things come to me when I 

think of David, compassion and 

enthusiasm for life.  His whole 

life seemed to be dedicated to 

making things better for anyone 

he knew, and anything he did. 

 

Working with David was always 

an inspiration, whether it was 

with young people, getting the 

best from them in drama or other 

youth activities; or in church 

activities, whatever they might 

be, that needed enthusiasm and 

encouragement. ** Sometimes I 

was tempted to say, it can’t be 

done; but he seemed have the 

ability to make the impossible 

possible. He was a great 

encourager; a real St. Barnabas, a 

son of encouragement. Nothing 

seemed too difficult for him. 

  

I will always have an abiding 

memory of his outspoken views 

on important matters regarding 

the work of Holy Trinity as well 

as international affairs. When it 

came to his work with WHO we 

know that he was called upon to 

assist third world countries to 

improve their health provision.  I 

remember once meeting him at 

the airport, he had just parked his 

bike and was setting off to 

somewhere in Africa, with 

his only luggage being a 

rucksack.  He came back 

from one of these excursions 

to Egypt and persuaded the 

Care and Concern 

committee to fund the 

purchase of a water cart and 

a donkey for a village 

needing to transport water 

from a source some distance 

away.  I believe the donkey 

was called Trinity. 

  

As we know, David met with a 

serious accident some seventeen 

years ago which much impaired 

his life style, not being able to eat 

normally but only through a 

tube.  We met up with Jill and 

David several times when we 

were on holiday in 

Devon.  Jill was doing a 

wonderful job caring for him, 

and I am sure that her support 

contributed to his continuing 

survival.  One of the things he 

was doing was training as a 

lay reader and taking services. 

He was a wonderful man and 

his service to others locally 

and internationally should 

never be forgotten. The words 

“We brought nothing into this 

world and we carry nothing out” 

are true except for one thing, 

David will carry out the love that 

people had for him and even more 

importantly the love he had for 

others.  May he rejoice now in a 

greater light on a further shore. 

 

Mervyn Puleston 

HTC Chaplain 1986-1992  
 

 

** Many of us who knew David 

will never forget the wonderful 

pageant ‘St George and the 

Dragon’ which our young people 

played on the Rue du Mont Blanc 

to the amazement of the local 
shopkeepers.  Equally memorable 

was his inspiration for installing a 

Santa’s Grotto in the space 

underneath the organ during our 

Christmas Fair! – Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our warm sympathy goes to 

all family members 

mourning these departures 

and we also offer it to our 

Chaplain, Daphne, who has 

recently lost her dear 

brother, Nigel. 

 

 

St George and the dragon invade the  
Rue du Mont Blanc ! 
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A service of 

Songs of Praise 
 

 
Fifteen of us, including Daphne 

and Mélissa  
who played the organ, gathered in 

Holy Trinity church on Sunday 

14th August at 18h00 for a special 

service of Songs of Praise.  

Daphne had the lovely idea of 

having this service to which the 

congregation were invited to send 

in their favourite hymn and to say 

a few words about their choice, if 

they wished, before we sang it. 

 

We had nine hymns in all, 

prayers, a reading from 

Ephesians. and a said psalm. 

Seven people who had chosen a 

hymn were present in church and 

gave the reasons for having 

chosen the hymn. This ranged 

from the words having a special 

meaning for them, it having been 

sung at an important moment in 

their Christian journey and, in the 

case of “Be Thou my vision, O 

Lord of my heart”, first heard in a 

beautiful place (the 70th 

anniversary of the Armistice in 

Notre Dame de Paris with the sun 

shining through the stained-glass 

windows).  This hymn, having 

originally been written in Ireland, 

was special for reminding us of 

Robin Offord and one of his 

passions – the Gaelic language. 

The tune is based on an old Irish 

folk song. 

 

Other people spoke of the 

challenge their choice made to 

their Christian faith, or the person 

by whom it was written being 

important to them, or just simply 

that it was a beautiful melody to 

which the person enjoyed singing. 

Unfortunately for two hymns the 

‘proposer’ was not in church so 

we sang the hymn but without 

knowing what prompted the 

person to choose it.  The hymns 

ranged in date from the oldest 

known hymn on record to the 20th 

century. 

 

After the service and in spite of 

the reading (Ephesians 5.15-20 

including the words «so do not get 

drunk with wine, for that is 

debauchery» (!) we enjoyed some 

Prosecco and crisps which 

Daphne had kindly brought, 

thinking that we would need it 

after all our singing to wet our 

whistles. 

 

The service, also titled «Sing for 

Joy» was greatly enjoyed by us 

all.  Thank you Daphne, and to be 

repeated please! 

 

The hymns we sang, in order, 
were:  

Praise my soul the King of 

Heaven;  
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my 

heart;  
I the Lord of Sea and Sky;  

I danced in the morning when the 

world was begun;  
The Old Hundreth – All people 

that on earth do dwell;  
The day thou gavest, Lord is 

ended;  

Blessed assurance;  
Beauty for brokenness;  

and O for a thousand tongues 

 

Elizabeth Laravoire   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

A Day in Autumn  
by R.S. Thomas 
 
It will not always be like this, 

The air windless, a few last 

Leaves adding their 

decoration 

To the trees’ shoulders, 

braiding the cuffs 

Of the boughs with gold; a 

bird preening 

In the lawn’s mirror. Having 

looked up 

From the day’s chores, 

pause a minute,  

Let the mind take its 

photograph 

Of the bright scene, 

something to wear 

Against the heart in the long 

cold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winter issue of the 

Magazine will appear in early 

December  

Contributions should be 

received by 

12 November  

(see back page) 
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Jenny Buffle, 12 chemin La 
Parisaz, 1291 Commugny, or by 
email to jjbuffle@gmail.com 
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Church  Mary Talbot      
Wardens: 079 632 4012 

 

Aylwin Zabula                                     

zabulap@hotmail.com 
 

Verger:  Christine Damary         
  022 774 2320 

Sacristan: Gill Howie                       
  022 733 83 72 

Council Members:    Emily Banzet, Nicolas Dériaz, 

Mike Gunton (Treasurer), Nicholas Hacking, Gill 

Howie, Aidan Liddle, Amy Martinez, Paul Mondoa 

Ngomba, Michael Omumbwa, Rawsette Whyte 

Archdeaconry Synod Representatives:               

Clare Amos, Carol Brown, Lameck Jaston, Ursula 

McGregor  

Youth Ministry Armel Ayegnon                
Coordinator: ayearmel@yahoo.fr 

Safeguarding     Helen Liddle           
Officer:  079 937 48 90 

safeguarding@holytrinitygeneva.org 

   *******                         
Church Office: Michèle Walker, Secretary        
  022 731 5155    
  admin@holytrinitygeneva.org   
  Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri. 8h30 - 12h30 

 

Church activities 

During the present time of the renovation works 

please contact group leaders for any alternative 

arrangements 

 
 
Holy Trinity choir:   practice Thursdays at 20h00 
          Mark Charles 079 944 5175 
 
Junior choir:         practice Sundays after the 
          10h30 service Claire Charles 
 
Small-time worship: Wednesdays from 09h30 
          In the church hall, contact 
          Amanda Dawson 
          022 751 2968 
 
Young people:        (11-13 year-olds) contact 
          Innocent Mugabe 
          mugabeinnocent@yahoo.com 
 
Junior Church:         Sundays 1, 2 and 3 contact 
          Anitha Beulah 022 731 4211 / 
          078 323 8184 
 
Pastoral care:         Canon Daphne 022 734 3817 
                         079 945 0605 
           
Bible Study:       Tuesdays 12h30–13h30 in church 
          Elizabeth Brown 022 778 54 10 
 
 
Social group:           Gill Howie 022 733 8372 
               Beryl Allardyce 022 776 1479 
 
Church archives:      Valerie Offord 022 777 1858 
 
 
Development project: Mark Charles 079 944 5175 
 
 
Pledge fund:          Ursula McGregor 
           022 342 3227 
 

 

Editorial committee: 

Jane Brooks, Jenny Buffle, Rosie Buffle, Margaret Jacquard, Elizabeth Laravoire, Brenda 
Stewart 

Please send letters or articles for inclusion in the Magazine to The Editor,                       
either by regular post to Jenny Buffle, 12 chemin La Parisaz, 1291 Commugny 

or by email – jjbuffle@gmail.com 
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