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The Chaplain writes 
 
Dear Friends 
 
Spring is certainly coming. The 
days are getting longer, the first 
spring flowers are appearing at 
the Botanical Gardens near my 
home and even on my balcony 
there are signs of growth in tubs. 
It’s encouraging as we look ahead 
beyond the grey skies and chill of 
winter. 
  
Lent is also coming starting with 
Ash Wednesday on 2 March. It 
feels very fitting that this will be 
preceded on Shrove Tuesday by 
our Coffee, Cakes and 
Conversation in the Community 
Hall which will be a great 
opportunity to get together for 
celebration before Lent begins. 
  
Sometimes our hearts may quaver 
a little at the thought of Lent – it’s 
hard not to think of some of the 
austerities of this penitential 
season.  But Lent is a very 
positive time for us to grow 
spiritually as we follow the way 
of our Lord through the journey 
of his time in the wilderness, his 
ministry and his Passion and look 
ahead to the great joy of Easter. 
 
It’s also a time when we can 
‘clear the decks’ – literally 
cutting out some of the clutter in  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
our lives so that we can focus 
instead on Jesus.     In a way, the  
Lenten disciplines of prayer, 
fasting and reflection each help us 
to do this. The author of the Book 
of Hebrews puts this succinctly, 
inviting us to ‘lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so 
closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set 
before us’. This reference to ‘the 
sin that clings so closely’ always 
makes me think of a thick black 
musty cloak with a smelly hood, 
which weighs us down, blinkers 
our vision and trips us up. Lent is 
a time when God is saying to us – 
let go of it, set your eyes and heart 
on Jesus and let the light of his 
love fill you with new life and 
hope.   
 
There will be lots of opportunities 
at Holy Trinity this Lent for 
prayer and reflection and to 
consider more deeply how God 
may be calling us to live out our 
faith in our daily lives. In addition 
to our regular services, we will 
have some special ones including 
a weekly lunchtime Eucharist on 
Tuesdays.  This will be followed 
by a Lent lunch with a short talk 
from a range of speakers from 
Holy Trinity looking at some 
aspect of their life and their faith.  
We will also have an evening 
series of Compline on weekday 
evenings in each week of Lent 
until Holy Week – we will be 
using the lovely liturgy of the 
Church of New Zealand. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This Lent, we are particularly 
asked to look at the theme of 
justice and how this relates to 
every aspect of our lives together 
as well as the world in which we 
live. Mary Talbot will be leading 
a weekly session on Thursday 
lunchtimes using Isabelle 
Hamley’s ‘Embracing Justice’ – 
and there is accompanying 
literature, both for adults and also 
for young people, inviting us each 
day to consider further how we 
will apply this in our daily lives. 
 
One key aspect of justice is how 
we relate together particularly 
over matters which we may find 
difficult or painful. We will be 
exploring this together using two 
courses this Lent.  The first is the 
Church of England’s Pastoral 
Principles – a 5-part weekly 
course which helps us to look at 
how we can relate to one another 
well across the differences and  
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diversity we find in our church 
communities and in other areas of 
life.  We will be exploring this 
together on Wednesday evenings 
starting on 9 March. The other 
course we will be doing, with 
dates to be confirmed shortly, is 
‘Living in Love and Faith’ – a 
course which helps Christians to 
think more deeply what it means 
to be human. In it, we will explore 
Christian teaching and learning 
about identity, sexuality, 
relationships and marriage.   
 
We also have a number of special 
services during Lent.  These will 
include a service on the evening 
of Palm Sunday at which Clare 
Amos and Kristin Tomasdottir 
will look at the journeys of Jesus 
around Jerusalem.  A service of 
Tenebrae is planned for the 
Tuesday of Holy Week as part of 
the full series of services for Holy 
Week and Easter and an Easter 
Vigil at 8 pm on Holy Saturday 
with Mozart’s Mass in C Major 
‘Spatzenmesse’ (Sparrow Mass). 
We are hoping to make a number 
of these services available online 
as well. 
 

Our young people will also be 
using the ‘Live Lent – Embracing 
Justice‘  booklet which provides 
a fun daily action to help children 
and their families explore how we 
can live well together, as well as 
a weekly reading and prayer. 
Each week follows a different 
thread through the many stories 
of justice in the Bible to explore 
how God brings justice, 
wholeness and salvation to all. 
They are also planning a 
concert/talent show after church 
on Mothering Sunday to raise 
money for the Bishop’s appeal. 

Full details of all our services and 
events for Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter will be on our website 
soon.  

Above all, this Lent I hope that 
each one of us will be able to 
make space in our hearts and in 
our lives for a closer walk with 
Jesus through our prayer, 
reflection and the time we spend 
together in worship and in 
fellowship. 
  
I wish you a very blessed and 
fruitful Lent and that we may 
await with joy the resurrection of 
our Lord at Easter.  
 
With my love and prayers 
 
Daphne 
 

 
 

Shrove Tuesday, Pancakes 
and Football 

 
We all like to party and can 
always find a good excuse for 
doing so. There are many 
carnivals held just before Lent 
and Shrove Tuesday is one of 
these occasions. This year it 
could take on a more important 
role than ever as Europe seems at 
last to be emerging from Covid 
restrictions and lockdowns. 
 
The English term ‘Shrovetide’ is 
explained by a sentence in the 
Anglo-Saxon ‘Ecclesiastical 
Institutes’ translated from 
Theodulphus by Abbot Aelfric 
about AD 1000: ‘In the week 
immediately before Lent 
everyone shall go to his confessor 
and confess his deeds and the 
confessor shall so shrive him as 
he then may hear by his deeds 
what he is to do in way of a 
penance.’ Hence to shrive 
(shrove is the past tense) means to 
absolve in Old English.  
 

Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras in 
France and Fasnacht in 
Germany), the day before the fast 
of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, is thus the last 
opportunity for merrymaking. 
There arose a tradition of feasting 
before fasting that almost 
certainly originates from the need 
to use up meat, eggs and fat 
which, in bygone days at least, 
were prohibited items of diet 
during the forty days of Lent.  
 
Hence the English custom of 
eating pancakes in all likelihood 
originates from the need to use up 
perishable goods. Our 
congregation observed this 
tradition until relatively recently. 
The town of Scarborough in 
Yorkshire holds elaborate 
pancake races to this day as does 
Olney in Buckinghamshire. The 
explanation for the Olney race is 
that in 1445 a housewife who was 
preparing pancakes, heard the 
church bell ringing on Shrove 
Tuesday and dashed to the church 
service still carrying her frying 
pan. 
 
In many traditions and countries, 
Lent is a time for cleaning in 
preparation for Easter and spring. 
First your soul was attended to by 
an act of confession and 
absolution (shriving) then your 
kitchen and the rest of the house 
was cleansed and purified of the 
past year’s accumulations of 
food, dust and dirt. For instance 
in the Ukraine, houses were 
whitewashed inside and out 
during Lent. In this way 
everything was made ready to 
face the season of Salvation and 
Rebirth. 
 
Plays, carnivals, masques and 
various sports were common all 
over Europe at Shrovetide. A 
popular Shrove Tuesday custom 
in England was skipping. In East 
Sussex where I grew up everyone 
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joined in this activity from 
grandparents to small children - 
naturally some participated less 
energetically than others. Later, 
fortified by many pancakes, the 
more sprightly amongst our 
family, friends and neighbours 
went for a long walk.   
 
Another popular activity was 
football and it still is to this day 
though more as a spectator sport 
than a village free-for-all. In 
historic times, the inhabitants of 
Sedgefield County Durham took 
part in a ball game resembling 
football which can be best 
described as a day-long scrap 
between farmers and townsfolk. 
Other football games have been 
recorded at Ashbourne in 
Derbyshire, Alnwick in 
Northumberland, Atherstone in 
Warwickshire. The game became 
so violent in Chester that it was 
replaced by races in 1539! 

 
Yes, football in Tudor times was 
a very vicious game with no 
teams and no rules. The goals 
were often set at either end of the 
village and the game consisted 
simply of a free-for-all amongst 
local men who were loosely 
divided into two teams but 
seemed to change sides as the 
mood took them or perhaps 
according to which side seemed 
to be winning. According to Sir 
Thomas Elyot, writing in Tudor 
times, football was ‘a game of 
beastly fury and extreme 
violence’. Another writer 
commented in 1585 ‘as 
concerning footeball playing… it 

maie rather bee called a freendly 
kynde of fight than a plaie or 
recreation, a bloudie and 
murthering practise then a 
fellowlie sporte or pastyme’. 
Definitely it was not a game for 
gentlemen. Do I hear some 
disillusioned football fans 
muttering “Well, has anything 
changed since then?” 
 
Perhaps I am wrong about the 
gentlemen angle. Research now 
suggests that King Henry VIII, 
better known as the initiator of 
Protestant reform in England, 
may have played in a Shrove 
Tuesday football match. In 1526 
he ordered a pair of football boots 
from the Great Wardrobe that was 
responsible for supplying his 
attire. The boots were made of 
leather, hand-stitched by the 
royal cordwainer, Cornelius 
Johnson, and cost King Henry the 
royal sum of four shillings, not an 
insignificant amount of money in 
those days as it was the 16th 
century equivalent of a top-of-the 
-range pair of today’s Puma or 
Adidas boots! 
 
Dr Maria Hayward, a clothes 
historian from Winchester School 
of Art, who discovered the order 
when researching among the 
records of Henry's wardrobe, 
pointed out that in his younger, 
slimmer days Henry was a keen 
jouster, tennis player and 
occasionally went in for man-to-
man wrestling, so the rough 
and tumble of a football match 
probably appealed to him. She 
was of the opinion that the 
boots were most likely to have 
been worn in matches played 
on Shrove Tuesday.  
  
The excuse for carnivals and 
celebrations at this time of year 
may have had Christian origins 
but for many it is simply a way 
of having a jolly good time 

after the dark, dreary days of 
winter. And why not? 
 
The simple truth nowadays is 
that, even if you overindulge in 
pre-Lenten feasting and empty 
the kitchen shelves on Shrove 
Tuesday, they can always be 
replenished by a swift click of the 
computer button or a trip to the 
supermarket.  
 
The only slight complication to 
this plan is that this year Shrove 
Tuesday falls on 1 March which 
happens to be St David’s Day so 
do not forget to add leeks, Welsh 
cakes and daffodils to your order! 
 
Valerie Offord 
Note 
The word carnival is derived from 
two Latin words carne levare 
which literally means taking 
away of the flesh, in other words 
the removal of meat before the 
onset of Lent. 
 
Sources and further reading 
Harrison M & Royston O.M. 
(compilers) How they lived vol II 
1485- 1700 Blackwell 1963 
Hole Christine A Dictionary of 
British Folk Customs Paladin 
Books 1979. 
Reuters Report by Kate Kelland 
‘Oddly Enough’ February 2004. 
www bbc.co.uk/religion 
www. the scarboroughnews. 
co.uk  
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Témoigner Ensemble à Genève 
TEAG, 

Rassemblement des Eglises 
Chrétiennes de Genève 

RECG 
(Witnessing together in Geneva  
Union of the Christian Churches 

in Geneva)  
 
After many years of faithfully 
representing Holy Trinity at 
TEAG and RECG, Yvette 
Milosevic retired from this 
activity last year; we are all 
thankful for her work, giving a 
visibility to HTC amongst 
various Christian churches and 
communities locally. I have taken 
her place. 
 
TEAG derives from a first 
movement (« Eglises issues de la 
migration ») initiated by Lukas 
Vischer, a former General 
Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches.   It brings together for 
regular meetings, at the John 
Knox Centre, as many as possible 
of those Protestant communities 
that have arisen from 
immigration to Geneva.   The 
meetings focus on information, 
news-sharing and conferences 
and on the organization, twice a 
year - in spring and in September 
at the Jeûne genevois - of an 
ecumenical celebration. After a 
few years, the Protestant church 
of Geneva decided to dedicate 
20% of a pastoral position to 
TEAG and it is now Pasteur 
Gabriel Anisi who is in charge. 
Many different communities 
from Africa, Latin America, Asia 
and Europe, including HTC and 
the Church of Scotland, have 
been associated with TEAG, 
representing a wide range of 
different Christian outlooks, 
mostly evangelical. Pastors and 
members of these various groups, 
many of them quite lost in a 
foreign country and a very 
different culture, appreciate the 
opportunity to share news and 

gather information. Some of the 
communities renting our 
premises came through TEAG 
(amongst them « Unis en 
Christ », our present tenants). 
 
RECG is a movement that 
emerged from the WCC and aims 
to assemble all Christian 
churches in Geneva; so the 
Roman Catholics and the 
Orthodox communities are 
represented. RECG organizes 
ecumenical celebrations in the 
chapel of the WCC during the 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity and at other occasions; it 
provides a link and a forum for 
discussions between churches. 
 
Anyone interested in inter-church 
relations and ecumenism is 
welcome to join me in 
representing Holy Trinity 
Church ! TEAG meets every 6 
weeks at the John Knox Centre; 
RECG holds an ecumenical 
celebration about twice a year in 
the WCC chapel. 
 
Pierre Laravoire 
 
Links  
TEAG:temoignerensemble.word
press.com 
RECG : recg.ch 

 
 

 
 

“Going to Canossa” –  
which is Italian for  

being in the dog-house 
 

Countess Matilda of Tuscany 
(1046-1115) 

 
On an Easter visit to my Italian 
nephew, Raffaele, back in 2017, 
we drove past a signpost to 

Canossa and decided to go and 
see where the famous lady had 
lived.  Struggling as I do to get up 
and down the stairs to the church 
hall, I was amazed to find myself 
plodding up a steep rugged path 
to a castle at the top of a hill. 
 
But this is earthquake country and 
the castle is today in ruins, albeit 
with a tasteful little museum next 
to it.  
 
 

 
Matilda’s mother, Beatrice of 
Lorraine, had given her three 
children a good education but 
Matilda’s brother and sister both 
died from drinking contaminated 
water so it was Matilda who 
inherited the domain in 1076.  To 
begin with, she had her mother’s 
help in ruling but soon her mother 
died, leaving Matilda alone in the 
world.  (This caused a problem as 
a single woman wasn’t allowed to 
rule, and thus she embarked on 
two marriages which have no 
actual bearing on this story.)  The 
castle at Canossa was the centre 
of a web of castles, giving 
Matilda great power over the 
whole region.  There was a 
church with a monastery 
inhabited by Benedictine monks 
and this was considered almost as 
important as the Vatican itself.  
Indeed, Matilda was very pious 
and her duchy had good relations 
with the Vatican.  Matilda 
surrounded herself with scholarly 
people, making Canossa 
effectively the centre of the world 
for this region. 
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Now, the Lady Matilda wrote to 
the Pope, telling him how she 
loved praying and how she 
longed to be allowed to say Mass 
which, even today, is generally 
only allowed to be done by men 
in the Roman Catholic Church.  
The Pope replied that if she had 
100 churches built, he would 
grant her permission to say Mass. 
 
And so began a feverish building 
of churches in the area.  Many of 
them are UNESCO heritage sites 
today.  Sadly, the Lady Matilda 
died just as her 99th church was 
completed, so she never did get 
permission to say Mass.  Which, 
says Raffaele, is just as well, or 
all the women in the world would 
have claimed the right to say 
Mass, “e questo, Zia, sarebbe 
stato un Abominio!”* says he, 
with tongue in proverbial cheek.  

 
But why the expression “Going to 
Canossa”?  The Italians use it 
when they have to do penance or 
ask for forgiveness.  And this is 
why: 
 
The Lady Matilda inherited a 
dispute between the Emperor 
Henry IV and Pope Gregory VII 
over who should nominate 
cardinals and bishops.  Henry 
deposed the Pope who, in turn, 
excommunicated Henry, dives-
ting him of his divine attributes 
and effectively making him 
incapable of ruling an empire. 

Matilda arranged for a meeting of 
the two at Canossa.  Legend has it 
that Henry had to spend three 
days barefoot in the snow, 
shivering in a hair shirt, pacing 
about under the Pope’s window 
waiting to receive a sign of 
forgiveness.  (However, it is just 
a legend, disputed by many 
scholars, so please don’t write 
in!) 
 
A painting in the museum shows 
Henry standing in the snow, 
looking at us, not at the Pope, and 
the expression on his face is full 
of guile, because he is already 
plotting his revenge!  You won’t 
be surprised to learn that later, 
once Henry had gathered his 
armies, both the Pope and 
Matilda had to flee for their lives! 
 
Matilda eventually got her lands 
back and lived to a great age for 
those times, 69, despite freezing 
winters, a difficult pregnancy 
ending, sadly, in the death of her 
only baby, two disastrous 
marriages and all the ups and 
downs of life for a woman trying 
to rule a turbulent region in the 
Middle Ages. 
 
Matilda died childless in 1115, 
leaving her estates to the Pope. 
Thus ended a unique period of 
Tuscany history.  And, if you visit 
Canossa today, nobody will send 
you to the dog house! 
 
Dorinda 
 
*and that, Auntie, would have 
been an Abomination!” 

 

 

Members of the Holy Trinity 
community who know or 
remember Lucinda Riis-
Johannessen will be interested 
in this little message she sent us 
recently:  

Since I was born l never knew my 
name in Latin was Lucia.  Now I 
know this I celebrate Lucia Day 
dressed up in white and singing 
the official song in English. I 
once had real flames on my head 
and it felt as if my head was 
burning hot. Now I just wear a 
gold crown and carry a real live 
candle and a basket of biscuits to 
share. My name means light too.  

Here is the background to what 
Lucinda tells us: 

Saint Lucy's Day, also called 
the Feast of Saint Lucy, is 
a Christian feast day observed on 
13 December.  

The observance commemor-
ates Lucia of Syracuse, an early-
4th-century virgin martyr in the 
reign of the Roman 
emperor Diocletian, who accor-
ding to legend brought food and 
aid to Christians hiding in 
the Roman catacombs, wearing a 
candle-lit wreath on her head to 
light her way and leave her hands 
free to carry as much food as 
possible. Her feast day, which 
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prior to calendar reforms, 
coincided with the shortest day of 
the year,   is widely celebrated as 
a festival of light. Falling within 
the Advent season, Saint Lucy's 
Day is viewed as a precursor 
of Christmastide, pointing to the 
arrival of the  Light of 
Christ on Christmas Day.  

Saint Lucy's Day is celebrated 
most widely in Scandinavia and 
in Italy, with each country 
emphasizing a different aspect of 
her story. In Scandinavia, where 
Lucy is called Santa/Sankta 
Lucia, she is represented as a lady 
in a white dress symbolizing a 
baptismal robe and a red sash 
symbolizing the blood of 
her martyrdom, with a crown or 
wreath of candles on her head. 

  

Council Report, February 
 
Building Tomorrow   
We are very conscious that there 
has been something of a silence 
over the past few months and that 
a number of people were 
surprised suddenly to find an 
announcement about the church 
forecourt in the mailchimp.   
 
The silence has been mainly 
because of the glacial pace with 
which the authorities move, made 
considerably worse by Covid, 
and the fact that there has been 
little change since we reported in 
November, when we said we 
thought we were in sight of 
starting Phase 1, the renovation of 
the church itself.  At that time, we 
had sent in our submission to the 
Service des Monuments et Sites, 
who overran their own deadline.  
At the time of writing, we 

understand that the dossier is now 
with the Conseil d’Etat and we 
await their permission to go 
ahead with bated breath.  Once 
they have given their go-ahead, 
which we expect, we are obliged 
to post the project for public view 
for a month before we can 
actually start.  We now expect 
this to be early March, hence the 
warning that the forecourt will be 
taken over by builders from that 
date, realistically until the end of 
the project. 
 
Apart from the forecourt, the west 
end of the church will be closed 
off, except for an emergency exit, 
and work will start there and on 
the exterior first.  Services and 
other events will continue at the 
east end, the chancel/altar end, of 
the church, which will be cleared 
of the current pews, leaving a 
flexible space including the 
transepts and first few rows in the 
nave.  The organ will be safely 
covered up, but Mark is looking 
at alternatives.  The hall will 
continue to be in use, accessible 
from outside.  We believe that we 
will have sufficient space to 
continue pretty well all our 
present activities and hope to 
retain our tenants.   Once the 
western half has been renovated, 
we will move there and the work 
will continue at the east.  A small 
number of pews will be renovated 
and stored in the tower, but the 
rest will be returned to the church 
towards the end of Phase 1.   
 
We are arranging for containers 
to be installed outside the east end 
of the church for storage, initially 
of the contents of the tower, 
including the choir library.  We 
are also working on plans for 
continuing to be able to run both 
our church and hall activities 
during the second phase, when 
we will lose the use of the hall.   
 

The delay has allowed Mark, who 
has been working phenomenally 
hard on many things that are not 
particularly visible, and the 
architects to choose the suppliers 
and contractors for the different 
elements of work, and to move 
forward on some further funding 
applications.   
 
As we wrote last time, we are in 
the process of creating some 
visual and much more interesting 
and informative material showing 
the improvements and what the 
church will look like, particularly 
with completely new lighting and 
a new floor.   
 
The formal approval will allow us 
to apply to the various authorities, 
Ville, Canton and possibly 
Federal, for funding and, indeed, 
this needs to be done before we 
start work.  We are in the process 
of working on that application.  
We already have sufficient, 
assured funding to carry out 
Phase 1 without this contribution, 
but we will need it to release 
funds from other sources before 
we can start Phase 2 – still quite a 
way ahead in any case.  We have 
applied for a further donation 
from our principal sponsor and 
hope to have this confirmed some 
time during the first quarter.  
Gaining permission from the 
authorities to start the work also 
allows us to access the CHF 1 
million allocated by the Loterie 
Romande.   
 
Choirs   
All the choirs feed into our 
mission and ministry with new 
people joining despite the Covid 
environment.  The high spot for 
the Adult Choir was returning to 
the Cathedral for the service of 
Nine Lessons and Carols, but the 
choir supported much else over 
the period from Advent Sunday to 
Candlemas, where it joined with 
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the Emmanuel Choir at St 
Germain.  The choir also 
submitted an anthem, Hail 
gladdening light, by Charles 
Wood, for the Diocesan Advent 
service, where Nathan Zabula, 
one of our young people, read one 
of the readings.  
 
The Junior Choir came into its 
own over the Christmas period, 
leading the singing at the 
Christingle service, both the 
choir, and a solo from Leanna 
Whyte supported by her sisters.  
They also sang at the Crib service 
and at the various all-age 
services, the latest with a 
performance of ‘Dem dry bones’ 
adapted by Claire Charles and 
duly illustrated with bones from 
toe to skull.  You can watch this 
using the link below.  Several of 
the parents joined in and 
supported them, making this an 
intergenerational activity. 
https://www.facebook.com/Holy
TrinityGeneva/videos/16117189
99173750.  
 
The Community Choir continues 
to grow and helped by quite a lot 
of publicity is attracting people 
from outside the church.  It is due 
to perform on 5 March, 
complementing the Spring Fair, 
which has been brought forward 
ahead of the building works.   

Young people   
In addition to the Christingle and 
Crib services mentioned above, 
the children were also involved in 
a Nativity Play and the all-age 
services.  Messy Church 
continues for smaller children 
and families.  We were also glad 
to welcome children up from 
Junior Church and the Youth 
Group to join the congregation 
for the Eucharistic Prayer.  
Running the Pastoral Principles 

Course with the young adults 
continued to be a rewarding 
experience.  A small video clip 
explaining our ‘reverse Advent 
calendar’ was included in the film 
on Setting God’s People Free 
(Everyday Faith) presented to the 
Diocesan Synod by Mary Talbot.  
This led to families or individuals 
from the congregation filling a 
significant number of bags with 
clothes or food, which were then 
passed to one of the charities for 
distribution.  The video clip 
featured Joan Kalibala and 
Tinashe Chikowore. 
 
Outreach  
Partly thanks to Sam Tudor’s 
efforts in coordinating and 
supporting various activities, in 
addition to the reverse Advent 
calendar mentioned above, Sam 
organized our first ever day 
supporting Partage. A team of 
people handed out Partage bags to 
shoppers in Manor, inviting them 
to buy and fill them with food 
stuffs.  These are then passed to 
the charities which run the 
foodbanks and food distribution 
points across the city.   
 
Led by Fred Samuels a group 
now prepares sandwiches twice a 
month to feed the growing 
numbers of people seeking food 
at the Jardin de Montbrillant.  We 
received a further donation from 
another charity of close to CHF 
50,000 to support this work. 
 
Events   
We will be holding a Coffee and 
Conversation afternoon tea on 1 
March from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  This 
will be just before Lent so we can 
still feast on lots of lovely treats. 
 
The Church Fair will be held on 
that weekend on both Saturday 
and Sunday (5 and 6 March) with 
more limited stalls than usual in 
case of inclement weather.  We 
will have the usual bric-a-brac 

and books as well as children’s 
toys but will extend the 
marmalade stall to include all 
home produce, especially cakes, 
but also bulbs and plants.  Do 
make a note of the date and start 
clearing your cupboards and 
baking!  Anyone who would be 
free to help before and on the 
weekend please contact Jo 
Kitson. 
 
General Church Finances   
The figures for the year-end are 
not yet finalized and won’t be 
circulated for another few weeks.  
However, the indications are that 
they will be somewhere close to 
break-even, thanks to the 
generous donations received late 
in the year, so an enormous thank 
you to those who responded to 
our appeal.  
 
STOP PRESS 
'The Building Permit for Phase 1 
was received from the Conseil 
d'Etat on 7 February.  The plans 
must be posted for public view   
and comment for one 
month.  However, the permission 
allows us to plan a firmer starting 
date.  As we will be close to Easter, 
we are now planning to start work 
shortly after.  As we have a listed 
building the work will supervised 
by the Conservatrice cantonale.' 
 
Mary Talbot  

“You’re sitting where my pew was” said Mrs. 
Tredgett 
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Obituary John Taylor 
 

On 20 January a very beautiful 
funeral service was held in church 
for John Taylor, a longtime and 
much respected member of the 
Holy Trinity family.  John and his 
wife Margaret came to Geneva in 
1972 and were active members of 
the community for many years, 
notably hosting church events in 
their garden at Collex.   
 
John had taken up a post within 
the World Council of Churches as 
Programme Secretary for 
Christian-Muslim Relations, 
following a distinguished 
university career in the UK, 
Canada, the USA and Pakistan.  
He later became head of the 
World Council’s Interreligious 
Office from 1980–83. He then 
went on to be secretary general of 
Religions for Peace and, in the 
1990s, was involved in 
peacekeeping initiatives in the 
Balkans with his work for the 
Conference of European 
Churches.  In 2001, he began 
serving as the UN representative 
for the International Association 
for Religious Freedom. 
 
After he had suffered a stroke 
while on mission overseas, 
John’s health began to deteriorate 
and he was on the church prayer 
list for many months.  He died 
early in January.   John will long 
be remembered for his invaluable 
work in promoting interreligious 
harmony and understanding 
between Christians and Muslims 

and his outgoing and engaging 
personality will be greatly 
missed.  

Finding new things to enjoy 
 

Last July, The Week magazine 
reported on an exchange of 
correspondence to The Guardian 
newspaper, under the title “The 
Old aren’t Wallpaper”.  David 
Head drew attention to the fact 
that “older people no longer find 
much pleasure in the things they 
used to enjoy.”  An 89-year-old 
widow, Margaret Spivey, went on 
to say “We need to find new 
things to enjoy”, explaining that 
her family were surprised to find 
her watching the Euro-Foot. 
 
This struck a chord with me 
because I was finding the 
prospect of spending those 
summer months of July and 
August stuck in my flat (once 
again) rather daunting.  I realized 
that I wasn’t alone in this feeling 
of “lack of purpose”.  So, what 
did I do?  Read on! 
 
I decided to volunteer at an 
animal home where they have 
cats and dogs while their owners 
are away on holiday. They also 
have a few rescue animals, 
amongst whom there is a pig 
who’s 15 years old.  He lives in a 
little chalet with an elderly goat – 
they are the best of friends and 
won’t be separated.  My job, 3 
mornings a week, was to go and 
tend to the cats’ basic needs – 
washing feeding bowls, changing 
sand trays, shaking out blankets 
and so on.  I was part of a team of 
volunteers and we each had our 
days to go in to help the regular 
staff.   
And, shades of Downton Abbey, 
we volunteers had to be finished 

by 9.30 a.m. before the dog and 
cat owners arrived, because they 
were not supposed to see us.  So, 
as I went out at one door and 
stood at the bus stop, all these 
posh cars would drive up to the 
other door to bring or retrieve 
their little friends. Ever felt 
invisible?  It made me chuckle all 
the way home. 
 
Well, what’s the verdict?  I got 
lots of fresh air and exercise, saw 
nice countryside and animals on 
my bus rides and met a lot of 
interesting people.  I learned quite 
a bit about animal husbandry 
from the other staff and, rather to 
my surprise, I didn’t wear myself 
out. 
 
So, according to those letters in 
the newspaper, if we oldies are 
experiencing a bout of 
purposelessness for any reason 
(Covid restrictions, winter gloom 
or whatever) this is quite normal 
and it’s OK to spread our wings 
and do something we’ve never 
done before.   
 
But why am I telling you all this?  
Well, Mrs Spivey says that, when 
she can no longer go out unaided, 
this is the kind of help she would 
hope for: 
 
“Friends who will: 
Pick up bright new things for me 
to wear from the charity shops; 
Make sure that when the rugby 
starts I have a bottle of wine and 
a bag of crisps every weekend; 
Tell me about new books they 
have read and lend them to me: 
And ask about my adventures.” 
(Mrs. Spivey once caught a fish 
from the African Queen and has 
seen Mount Everest) 
 
Could we add to this list? 
Send your ideas in to Jenny at the 
Magazine! 
 
Dorinda 



SPRING 2022  NUMBER 13 
 

 9 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      
H
e
r
e 
i
s 

t
h
e 
b
a
c
k
g
r
o
u
n
d 
t
o 
w

 

Church activities 

Holy Trinity choir:   practice Thursdays at 20h00 
          Mark Charles 079 944 5175 
 
Junior choir:         practice Sundays after the 
          10h30 service Claire Charles 
 
 
Small-time worship: Wednesdays from 09h30 
          In the church hall, contact 
          Amanda Dawson 
          022 751 2968 
 
Young people:        (11-13 year-olds) contact 
          Innocent Mugabe 
          mugabeinnocent@yahoo.com 
 
Junior Church:         Sundays 1, 2 and 3 contact 
          Anitha Beulah 022 731 4211 / 
          078 323 8184 
 
 
Pastoral care:          Canon Daphne 022 734 3817                                

079 945 0605 
 
 
Bible Study: Tuesdays 12h30–13h30 in church 
          Elizabeth Brown 022 788 40 10 
 
 
Social group:           Gill Howie 022 733 8372 
               Beryl Allardyce 022 776 1479 
 
 
Church archives:      Valerie Offord 022 777 1858 
 
 
Development project: Mark Charles 079 944 5175 
 
 
Pledge fund:          Ursula McGregor 
           022 342 3227 
 
 

 

Church officers 

Chaplain: Canon Daphne Green 
chaplain@holytrinitygeneva.org  
022 734 3817                               
079 945 0605 

Music Director: Mark Charles    
  079 944 5175 

Junior Choir                                               
Director:   Claire Charles 

Church  Jo Kitson                                                                     
Wardens: 022 346 4872 

  Mary Talbot        
  079 632 4012 

Verger:  Christine Damary         
  022 774 2320 

Sacristan: Gill Howie                       
  022 733 83 72 

Council Members: Carol Brown, Mark Charles, 
Nicolas Dériaz, Mike Gunton (Treasurer), Gill Howie, 
Aidan Liddle, Amy Martinez, Michael Omumbwa, 
Rawsette Whyte, Aylwin Zabula 

Archdeaconry Synod Representatives:               
Clare Amos, Lameck Jaston, Ursula McGregor  

Youth Ministry Armel Ayegnon                
Coordinator: ayearmel@yahoo.fr 

Safeguarding     Helen Liddle           
Officer:  079 937 48 90 

safeguarding@holytrinitygeneva.org 

   *******                         
Church Office: Michèle Walker, Secretary        
  022 731 5155    
  admin@holytrinitygeneva.org   
  Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri. 8h30 - 12h30 

Editorial Committee 

Jane Brooks, Jenny Buffle, Rosie Buffle, Margaret Jacquard, Elizabeth Laravoire, Brenda Stewart 

Please send letters or articles for inclusion in the Magazine to The Editor either by regular post to                                                                                                                                        
Jenny Buffle, 12 Chemin La Parisaz, 1291 Commugny  or by email  to jjbuffle@gmail.com  

Deadline for receiving articles for the summer issue –  13 May  
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