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The Chaplain writes

I’ve now been in post just over
five weeks and the time has flown
past! I’d like to say a very warm
thank you to all of you for making
me so welcome and especial
thanks to the Wardens and
Michèle for all the very practical
help and guidance they have
provided. There is still some way
to go in getting all the practical
details of starting life here sorted,
but it is well on the way.

Over the coming weeks, I want to
look briefly with you at three
things. These are looking where
we have come from, our current
position and then starting to look
ahead.

Let’s start with where we’ve
come from. As I have got to know
the chaplaincy a little as I
prepared to come here, and then
from what I have learnt since my
arrival, I thank God for all that
you, with His grace, have
achieved. Building on the very
strong foundations laid by Canon
Alex in his time here, you have
achieved so much during the
vacancy, in maintaining and
developing the worshipping life
of the church, including its music,
the mission of this chaplaincy and
its outreach. In a recent sermon,
I referred to the ‘fruits’ which we
can see reflected in so many

places – fruits which I believe
will last and provide seeds for
further growth.

We are now in a transitional
stage, not simply because I have
just arrived although this is an
important factor. We are at a time
of transition because of the Covid
pandemic and the restrictions
arising from this as well as the
uncertainty which still remains as
to what we will be able to do in
the future and when. However,
there is a lot which needs to
happen now. This includes
taking the first steps to restoring
some worship in church with the
resumption of the 10h00
Thursday BCP Holy Communion
and a 09h00 Sunday said service
of Holy Communion. The
Building Tomorrow project has
reached another important stage.
We are looking as a particular
priority with Armel and others at
how to develop our provision for
the children and young people at
this time and also taking forward
the work of the new pastoral
committee and re-building our
safeguarding provision.

Looking ahead, there are a lot of
important decisions we will need
to make regarding how we sustain
and build our church community
here at Holy Trinity, and where
we see our priorities for the next
few years. We will need to decide
how we can resume and develop
our worship in church whilst
keeping, if we can, the great gift
of the online wider congregation

which has developed. We need to
take the Building Tomorrow
project forward within a good
timescale whilst ensuring we can
maintain and grow the life of the
church. We need to build on our
pastoral outreach as well as our
work with children and young
people and also look at
developing the outreach of the
church to those in need.

I also believe we need to reflect
on the impact which Covid has
and is continuing to have on the
lives of so many people and to
discern ways in which God may
be calling us to respond.
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And we can only do all this if we
do it together. This is a calling for
the whole people of God together
in this place. It is why the
development of ‘Setting God’s
People Free’, which affirms lay
people in their everyday lives and
promotes the mutuality of lay and
clergy, is going to be so important
over the next few months and
years to help us to plan and do
this together, each using the skills
and talents which God has given
each one of us.

We won’t and should not make
all these decisions straightaway.
I am quite clear that I need time,
as your chaplain, to listen, learn,
reflect and pray before making
many decisions. I am also clear
that some of the decisions we
make now, including the form of
the services online and in church,
are not set in stone – it is right that
we should review these regularly
to see if they are still right for our
current situation and where
necessary, we need to be prepared
to make changes.

I believe that our overwhelming
priority in the weeks ahead is for
us to pray so we may discern
where God is calling us now to
follow at Holy Trinity. That is
why I would encourage you to do
this both individually and
together asking for the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. We have just
celebrated Ascension Day and
Pentecost which mark a special
time when Christians throughout
the world are encouraged to pray
for God’s guidance, inspiration
and for an outpouring of His Holy
Spirit. So, let us join in with this
great movement of prayer, to
guide us in the discernment and
planning which we will do
together in the year ahead.

Daphne

After the Annual Meeting, Canon
Daphne enjoys a picnic by the

Brunswick memorial with some of her
new parishioners

The Unfinished Journey

This really is the third and final one
of my articles on the Gospel of
Mark, which was originally
intended to be one article, then
turned into two, and eventually
became three. As I am sure quite a
few of the Holy Trinity
congregation know by now, I have
a particular passion for the Gospel
of Mark, and when I get fired up
about the subject, my enthusiasm
does tend to carry me away. I am
grateful to Jenny Buffle for
accommodating this steadily
lengthening project!

In my last article I reflected
briefly on the rather puzzling
story, Mark 8.14-21, a passage in
which, as I put it, Jesus slightly
‘loses his rag’ over the stupidity
of his disciples! The group are in
a boat crossing the Sea of Galilee
‘and they only had one loaf with
them in the boat’ (Mark 8.14),
though the disciples seem to think
that they ‘have no bread’ (Mark
8.16). This seems to provoke
Jesus to speak about various
bread-related items or incidents –
the ‘yeast of the Pharisees’ (Mark

8.15), and the ‘loaves’ that he had
multiplied for the crowds (Mark
8.19 compare 6.31-44; 8.20
compare 8.1-9). In fact Mark
8.14-21 is the last passage in a
sequence of stories in which the
focus has been on seed, wheat and
bread. The sequence began with
the Parable of the Sower (Mark
4.1-20). As I pointed out in my
first article, there is a mysterious
verse in the middle of the Parable
of the Sower about the ‘secret of
the kingdom of God’ (Mark 4.11-
12). It is telling that the language
used in Mark 4.11-12 is in fact
echoed in Mark 8.17-18, which
suggests that there is an intended
connection between the two.

However one of the interesting
features of the second half of
Mark’s Gospel, beginning with
the story of Jesus’ transfiguration
in Mark 9.2-8 is that the motif of
seed/ wheat/ bread/ eating which
features strongly in the stories
and sayings of the first half of the
Gospel disappears completely –
at least for several chapters – but
is replaced by stories and sayings
which speak of vine/ grapes/
water/ wine/ cup/ drinking (see
for example Mark 9.41; 10.38-40;
12.1-12; 14.36; 15.23, 36). It is
particularly interesting to notice
how the second ‘long’ parable in
this Gospel (there are only two
longer story parables in Mark) is
the Parable of the Tenants in the
Vineyard (12.1-12) which falls
about as far from the end of the
Gospel as the Parable of the
Sower had from the beginning
(4.2-20). I am sure that the two
parables are meant to be seen as a
pair, with one referring to vines
and the earlier one to wheat.
Notably of course this Parable of
the Tenants ends with the sinister
foreshadowing of the death of the
beloved son of the owner of the
vineyard.
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If I ask the readers of this article
what bread and wine, eating and
drinking made you think of, I
think I can guess what your
answer will be! And you would
be right, for when we come to the
Last Supper the eating of the
bread and sharing of the cup of
wine at this meal is, in effect the
‘clue’ that unlocks that mystery
or secret of the kingdom of God
first mentioned in chapter 4.

This is what I wrote about it a
number of years ago: ‘Bread and
wine, wheat and grapes, eating
and drinking. In this Last Supper
Jesus shares with his friends, all
is gathered together, and finally
we arrive at the moment when the
pieces of the picture are joined
up, when fragments of bread and
a cup of wine will be used by
Jesus as his farewell gesture, as
he now makes clear the ‘secret’ of
the Kingdom. The ‘one loaf’ that
the disciples had with them in the
boat without realising it (8.14)
will be broken and shared – and
the secret will finally be out – that
the ‘one loaf’ is Jesus. The
mystery that has tantalised us
throughout the Gospel since it
was first hinted at in the context
of the Parable of the Sower is at
last solved: Jesus himself is the
secret, and the harvest of the
Kingdom depends on him. ‘To
you has been given the secret of
the Kingdom of God’ – Jesus had
made this promise to his disciples
as he explained the parable of the
sower (4.11). And that was true –
for he had given himself to be
with them throughout his
ministry, yet like an unread letter
sealed in an envelope, they did
not fully understand all that they
had received.

But it is the Jesus who offers
himself to be broken and shared
who is at the heart of this gospel
of the Kingdom. The secret is
shared, only when the secret –

Jesus – is himself shared out
among his disciples. Notice
carefully the exact point in the
supper at which Jesus says the
words ‘This is my body’. It is
after he has taken the bread and
broken it. For the body of Jesus is
the body only when it is broken.
And it is only after the disciples
have shared and drunk the cup
that he proclaims, ‘This is my
blood of the covenant’.

So the secret of the Kingdom is
both that the Kingdom depends
on Jesus himself, and also that its
establishment will involve the
breaking of the bread of Jesus’
body and the shedding of the
wine of his blood. That the
Kingdom is closely linked to
Jesus – we could or should have
guessed by the time that Peter
realised who Jesus was in that
eureka moment at Caesarea
Philippi. Yet it has taken the
remaining chapters for the
disciples and us to learn that the
secret will involve Jesus in
service and suffering ‘for the
many’ (10.45). This happens
symbolically and ritually at
Jesus’ Last Supper; it will happen
with actual painful physicality the
very next day. ‘(Clare Amos,
‘Marking the Way, Bible Studies
at ACC 14, 2009)

In this Gospel Jesus dies with
words on his lips that express the
ultimate sense of being deserted
by both God and humanity. ‘My
God, my God, why have you
forsaken me’ (15.34). But it is not
the end, and the story does not
stop there. For part of the power
of the symbol of seed/
wheat/bread/loaf is that it is a
cycle that can recur over and over
again: each time as the harvest is
gathered part of the fruit is used
to generate the new seed.

So it is for Mark. For him Jesus is
not only the seed which is sown,

but also the one who, through his
death, will then have his own
seed. We know that Mark made
use of Psalm 22 as he sought to
understand the meaning of the
death of Christ. And what is
intriguing is that though Psalm 22
begins with that terrible cry of
isolation, ‘My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me’, it
eventually expands into a
marvellously inclusive hymn of
praise to God. All humanity, to
the ends of the earth and from the
past and to the future, are
summoned to share in God’s
praise. And the word used in the
Psalm (Psalm 22.23) to describe
those who join in this ever-
widening circle of praise is quite
literally ‘seed’. For Mark and the
Christians for whom he wrote,
those who raised their voice in
praise were the ‘seed’ of the
psalm’s righteous sufferer – Jesus
himself – who had been sown in
the darkness of death to become
fruit, to be broken and shared
among his disciples. So what
Mark is trying to tell us is that the
story of sowing and being sown
must start all over again. The
‘many’ disciples who have
benefited from the bread and
wine given for them are now to
become both sowers and seed
themselves – in turn yielding
fruit, in turn becoming part of the
one loaf, one body, in turn then to
be broken and shared in a circle
that becomes wider and wider.
Ultimately Jesus’ words over
broken bread and wine outpoured
have declared not only his own
destiny, but the destiny of his
disciples who eat the same bread.

That indeed is what we are
affirming when, in our
celebrations of the Eucharist, we
make Jesus’ Last Supper our food
for the Kingdom. It is a very
serious commitment.

….. / ….
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And that is part of the explanation
of one of the strangest features of
the Gospel of Mark; its apparent
unfinished ending, certainly if
you believe, as I do, that the
Gospel concluded, as the most
ancient manuscripts suggest, with
16.8. ‘They went out and fled
from the tomb, for terror and
amazement had seized them; and
they said nothing to anyone for
they were afraid.’

Appropriate language indeed,
when one encounters something
as fearful as resurrection. Yet we
have heard such language before.
The words ‘fear’ and
‘amazement’ came closely
together once before in this
Gospel – in 10.32 – when the
disciples stumbled along with
fear and amazement as Jesus
raced on ahead of his disciples on
the journey to Jerusalem. As I
hinted towards the end of my
previous article 10.32-34 this
passage is also one of the keys
that unlocks the Gospel of Mark,
and it is now that the key is
turned. The verb that had been
used in chapter 10 ‘go ahead’
(proago in Greek), also appears
in chapter 16 as the young man
promises the terrified and amazed
women that Jesus will go ahead
of them, only this time to Galilee,
their homeland. And what will
they do when they reach Galilee?

Galilee was the homeland of the
women at the tomb (15.41). It is
the place to travel to if we want to
discover what resurrection can
mean in our daily lives, where, as
one writer has put it, ‘the shapes
of daily life’ are given ‘an edging
of fire’. Galilee is where the
disciples need to go, now that
Jesus has risen from the dead (see
9.9) and they can at last
understand and talk about the
meaning of transfiguration.

‘The Whalton Christ’, created as a
Millennium Project by the villagers of
Whalton in Northumberland, vividly

suggests the way that Jesus’ followers
are summoned to live out the message

of his cross and resurrection in their
own lives.

But the other reason for returning
to Galilee is so that one day we
can return to Jerusalem. That is
why the linkage of language
between these verses in chapter
16 and the account of the journey
to Jerusalem in 10.32 is
important. I believe that Mark is
trying to tell us is that though the
first journey that Jesus’ friends
made to Jerusalem ended, for
them at least, in failure, when
they all ran away and deserted

him, Jesus’ death was not the end
for him or for them. There will be
a time when they can and must
travel once more to Jerusalem,
that beautiful city of suffering and
glorification; only this time they
– and we – will have the
opportunity to get the story right.
We will wait with Jesus in
Gethsemane; we will manage to
remain awake; we will not desert
him and flee; and we will bear our
crosses alongside him as he
travels those last steps to
Golgotha. And this will be for
Jesus’ sake and the sake of the
gospel. It is like Da Capo al fine
in musical terms. Go back to the
start and play it through again to
the end. Of course we may
discover, as many of Mark’s first
readers probably did, and almost
certainly Peter himself
experienced, that Nero’s Rome
will be their Jerusalem. And
where are the places where we
will discover Jerusalem in our
own day and time? Go back and
play it through again… and again.

Jesus’ death and resurrection is
not only a past event in history. It
must also be imprinted in the life
of every believer.

So that notoriously unfinished
ending may be deliberate. We can
think of it as a sentence that ends
in three dots … Mark believes
that the resurrection of Jesus is
unfinished. It is to be worked out
in the lives and the witness of
Jesus’ first disciples, the ‘seed’,
who are called to return to Galilee
with Jesus still going ahead of
them.

The resurrection of Jesus does not
mean there is no longer anything
for us to do. The mission of God
continues in our world today. The
way, the journey to and through
death and resurrection that we
began with Jesus at his baptism,
still continues. Mark is telling us
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that it is our role to complete the
sentence, and live out this
resurrection story which has no
end. As this short prayer puts it:

Lord of the unfinished sentence,
The grammar of your
resurrection is irregular,
Your syntax is demanding.
Help us to translate your
language of love,
Into the story of our own lives.
Amen.

Clare Amos

The Abbey of Saint Maurice
d’Agaune

You may have visited many years
ago the little town of Saint-
Maurice in the Swiss canton of
the Valais and its old abbey. If
you have not returned recently,
nor ever been, it is time to go!

Pierre – the Calvinist - and I had
for a long time wanted an excuse
to eat and stay in the
restaurant/hotel St Christophe
which is the fortress-like building
you can see to the right of the
motorway on the way back to
Geneva from the Valais, near the
exit to Bex. We (I!) found the
excuse last September, when the
semi-confinement had relaxed,
by climbing the via ferrata above
Leysin and then going to the hotel
for the night, before visiting
Saint-Maurice the following day
after a restorative shower, dinner
and sleep.

The town of Saint Maurice is
ideally situated strategically on a
narrowing of the Rhone valley
and is a doorway from the
French-speaking part of
Switzerland to the Valais and on
to the St Bernard and the Simplon

pass into northern Italy. It is also
the site of a medieval bridge
which crossed the Rhone river at
that point. It could be well
defended as a steep cliff rises
above the town on one side.

Acaunum was the original
Roman name for the town
meaning “rocky”. Mauricius was
a Roman legion commander sent
in the 3rd century to quash the
cult of Christianity in the
Martigny area, but he, and the
6000 Christian men under his
command, refused to persecute
brother Christians so were
massacred by other non-Christian
Roman soldiers. In fact, one in
ten of the men of the legion were
originally murdered (which gave
us the word “decimated”), before
the rest of the legion were killed
too in view of their refusal to
obey orders. These Christian
troops were Coptic Christians
from the area on the upper Nile
known as Thebes, now Luxor, so
they probably had black skin as
they were Nubians. A sanctuary
was erected on the site of the
Acaunum battle in 380 and later
the town of Acaunum became
known as Saint-Maurice.

The abbey was created in 515 by
Prince Sigismund of Burgundy
on the site of Roman catacombs
and became the historical and
religious centre of the Burgundy
princes, then of the house of
Savoy, with various changes to
the buildings over the centuries. It
is recognised as the oldest abbey
to be permanently inhabited in
Western Europe with around 40
canons and an abbot living there
nowadays. The abbey is one of
only 6 abbeys in the world not
ruled by a bishop but directly by
the Pope himself, the other one in
Switzerland being Einsiedeln
about which Jane Brooks wrote in
a recent issue of our Magazine.
Laus Perennis or Perpetual Praise

has been practised here since
around the year 522 or 523. It is
still regularly and frequently
chanted although no longer 24
hours a day.

Tickets are bought in the bright
modern shop and then the visit
starts by crossing the courtyard to
the entrance to the basilica by the
impressive huge bronze doors
made to commemorate the
millennium. The outside of the
double door was designed by a
French artist Philippe Kaeplin
and shows the Ascending Christ
with martyrs bearing palm
fronds. The interior is by a Swiss
artist, Madeline Diener, and
features the names of 270
different martyrs from primitive
to modern times and from all over
the world.

The audio guide then leads the
visitor on a fascinating tour
starting with the basilica itself
which was rebuilt in the 17th
century, next to its original site,
after a heavy rockfall destroyed
the original, then restored and
enlarged in the mid 20th century
after another rock fall crushed the
bell tower and part of the nave in
1942. There are stained-glass
windows decorating the choir
depicting saints and monks,
created in the mid 20th century by
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Edmond Bille. He was a Swiss
artist and is responsible for the
stained-glass windows around the
choir in the cathedral of
Lausanne. There is a series of side
chapels along one side of the
church, one of which now houses
the video on the history of the
Abbey of Saint Maurice.
Columns support Gothic arches
in the main part of the church and
behind the altar is an impressive
painting representing Saint
Maurice himself. One etched
double glass door closing off a
chapel for private prayer
reminded me of an idea which
had been suggested for the Holy
Trinity church « Building
Tomorrow » plans.

The visit continues out into the
archaeological site known as le
Martolet, situated between the
actual basilica and the rock face,
now protected from falling rocks
by a suspended translucid roof.
We can see the ruins of a Roman
shrine dedicated to the god
Mercury from the 1st century
B.C. The tomb of Saint Mauricius
and the apses of 3 churches called
le Martolet were excavated in the
late 19th century. More
excavations were carried out for 2
years after the rock fall of 1942,
again in 1994 - 1996 and lastly
from 2001 – 2006. Nine different
churches have been erected on
this site including the first one
built on a Roman burial site in
memory of the Theban martyrs.

Moving on from there we pass
along a narrow corridor, with a
stream running under the stone
pavement, passing into the
renovated treasury where the
statues, reliquaries, shrines and
liturgical objects from the 5th
century to the present day are
beautifully displayed. The abbey
houses a rich collection of which
many objects were donated by
princes and kings or pilgrims
coming to pay homage to the
Theban martyrs. In 1800 the
treasure was hidden among the
population of the town to avoid it
being looted by Napoleon.

The exit is via the restored
cloister and past the ancient 4th –
5th century stone baptistery.

The town of Saint Maurice
is also well worth a visit
using the App GuidiGo as it
explains how the town was
rebuilt after a fire in the late
17th century so that now
the architecture of the
houses and shops in the
main street is particularly

homogeneous.
Architectural details are

pointed out which would not be
obvious and we were even taken
behind closed wooden doors into
a beautiful courtyard with an
Italian influence. Who could have
imagined that Saint Maurice was
so interesting and, by the way, the
meal at the St Christophe
restaurant was well worth the
trip!

Elizabeth Laravoire
Bibliography :
Abbaye-stmaurice.ch ;
museums.ch ; wikipedia, torpille.ch ;
KTO télévision

Remembering Robin

We in Holy Trinity were all
deeply saddened by the death of
Robin Offord on 11 March
after a long and painful battle
with cancer. Husband to our
long-time and esteemed church
archivist and historian Valerie,
Robin, although not technically a
member of the Holy Trinity
congregation, was well-known
and loved by us all. He was a
brilliant scientist of international
repute in the field of biochemistry
and a full professor at the Faculty
of Medicine in Geneva. Much
appreciated not only as a teacher
and a mentor Robin was noted for
his work on the development of
treatments for cancer and
diabetes and for helping to launch
the new discipline of
bioinformatics. His research was
always associated with a vision to
promote economic growth in
Geneva by encouraging the
development of industrial
research in the region. Later in
his career he focused on the
discovery of new medicines for
people in resource-poor settings:
to prevent the spread of
HIV/AIDS and to save the lives
of mothers after childbirth. Co-
founder of the Mintaka
Foundation for Medical
Research, Robin was a
committed Christian and a
lifelong, practising Roman
Catholic. However, his affection
for Holy Trinity was evident in
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the hospitality he and Valerie
always offered to our church
events and the friendship he
showed to our community. Many
will remember picnics and fund-
raising fun days at the Offords’
home together with dinners and
other gatherings. Touchingly, he
asked that his funeral service be
held in ecumenical fashion in our
own church and we were deeply
honoured to be able to respond to
this wish. Not only a man of
world-class science, Robin was a
man of wide-ranging interests
and a lively and interesting
conversationalist with a
delightful sense of fun. This was
nowhere better illustrated than by
the series of entertaining
‘poissons d’avril’ (April Fool’s)
articles that he produced for our
church Newsletter and we, the
Editorial Team, felt that no better
tribute could be made for Robin
than to reprint one of these spoof
articles here (though it was very
hard to choose one amongst so
much clever wit!)

Jenny Buffle

In Plain View

Those who have read
the famous 19th-century mystery
tale “The Purloined Letter” will
know that one of the most
effective places to hide an object
is in plain view, right out in the
open. The latest example of this
ruse, first leaked at the beginning
of this month in the small but
influential Baseler
Fälschungsblatt, has been of
particular interest to church
people. As a member of
Geneva’s Catholic community,
and a long-time friend of the
Anglican Chaplaincy, I have been
asked to write this article to
clarify, as far as may be done, this
tangled affair.

Of course, now that we look again
at the photograph of the building
in question (fig. 1), yesterday’s
full admission by Geneva State
and Church authorities was
hardly necessary: the new
building in the rue du Valais, just
off the rue de Lausanne, is both a
church and a reserve nuclear
power station.

Fig. 1 The reactor installation seen looking
along the rue du Valais towards the rue de

Lausanne. The picture was taken during the
test of the incense extractor facility (see

arrow) which is rated for two simultaneous
Pontifical High Masses or, once the nuclear

option is taken, a meltdown of up to 3.4
Megawatts.

“It is necessary to recall how
different were the circumstances
when the idea was first
conceived”, said Me. A. Fisch,
the State spokesman at
yesterday’s press conference. “In
1982, there was no real sign of the
end of the Cold War, two major
Middle-East oil producers were
locked in battle, and Switzerland
could have found itself isolated at
any time and dependent on its
own energy supplies. It is not the
Swiss way to live without all
contingencies allowed for, and so
a secret programme of
construction was planned all over
the country. By 1985, however,
the situation seemed less urgent,
and just Geneva installations, the
only ones to be actually under
construction, were carried
through to completion. None-

theless, they are in a state of
instant readiness, even today.”
“Exercise drills have shown that
it would take precisely 18
minutes from the alert being
given to move all the people and
furniture out of the building. As
soon as this process started, the
Emergency Deconsecration Unit,
on permanent 24-hour stand-by,
would leave Fribourg for Geneva
by helicopter. Papal dispensation
having been obtained for an
abbreviated ritual, the building
should be ready for its new use
within 45 minutes at the outside.
Meanwhile, the reactor core and
associated equipment (Editor’s
note: currently and rather
unconvincingly “concealed” just
across the railway tracks as an
alleged communications aerial –
see Fig 2) would be hoisted down
and brought across on special
ramps. Current would be flowing
into the national electricity grid
within three hours.”

Fig. 2: The reactor Core high over the PTT
building at Montbrillant (upper arrow).

Readers may just be able to make out the
hinge on which the stalk pivots (lower

arrow).

“Apart from some incon-
venience to parishioners, this
would have relatively little local
impact. Only the buildings
within 70 metres of the site would
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have to be permanently
evacuated. For the safety of
automobilists passing along the
rue de Lausanne, a minimum
speed limit of 80km per hour
would be instituted between the
avenue de France and Les
Cygnes.” In a rare flash of
humour Me. Fisch added, “That is
to say, the current driving
practice would simply be
confirmed and made obligatory!”

Asked what would happen at the
end of the supposed emergency,
Me. Fisch emphasised that the
building would revert to its
ecclesiastical use after a “cooling
off” period of about 200 years.
“Fortunately, the Church is
accustomed to take the long view
in such matters,” he added.

Mgr. Wolfgang Clasp, Auxiliary
Bishop responsible for the
Geneva district, was also present
at the press conference. He
confirmed the facts as set out
above, but indignantly denied
repeated suggestions from local
journalists that the arrangement
had been entered into on
condition that the State allowed
the restoration of the Bishopric of
Geneva, expelled from the city at
the Reformation. “It was a simple
ecumenical act.” He insisted.
“Remember how tense the
international situation was, a little
more than ten years ago and all
the Churches felt obliged to help.
Once we learned of the
installations placed under the
Cathedral under cover of
“archaeological excavations”,
and the Anglican Church’s
agreement to put in an anti-
missile launcher and control
centre in the guise of a chair-lift
and renovated lavatories, Rome
could not stand idly by.”

Both Church and State authorities
also denied that the strict secrecy
was designed to get around public

fears of nuclear reactors. “All
this was planned and put into
motion before Chernobyl,”
pointed out Me. Fisch.
“Switzerland at that time had a
full and virtually unchallenged
nuclear power programme. The
secrecy was just a normal part of
any strategic planning.”

We will have to take their word
for it. In fact, looking at the
photographs in the light of
hindsight, the wonder is that
anyone was fooled, even for a
moment.

Robin Offord
April, 1994

Just for fun -

Sir Harry Ognall, High Court
Judge, (1934 – 2021) retired
from the bench in December
1999, and in 2017 published “A
Life of Crime” an amusing
memoir that included the tale of
one defendant facing a serious
charge and being advised by the
court that he should have legal
representation. “I don’t want it.
The good Lord will take care of
me”, the man declared, to which
the reply came: “The (court)
thinks that you will be well
advised to have the service of
someone who is better known
locally.”

What became of Lazarus?
Feast Day 29 July

Martha, Mary and Lazarus hold
such an important place in the life
of Jesus that it is surprising to find
Lazarus only mentioned twice! It
is in the Gospel of John, chapters
11 and 12. Chapter 11 tells of the
Raising of Lazarus which is a
story we all know well and is set
by John a couple of weeks before
Our Lord’s Passion. We
sometimes forget, at the
beginning of chapter 12, that

“The chief priests planned to put
Lazarus also to death, because on
account of him many of the Jews
were going away and believing in
Jesus.”

The chief priests were more than
worried, and were actively
seeking out Jesus in order to have
him put to death, hoping to keep
things the way they were and
saving their own positions. They
do not seem to have actually
disbelieved what happened.

“Jesus therefore no longer went
about openly but went from there to
the country near the wilderness, to a
town called Ephraim; and there he
stayed with the disciples.”

Raising of Lazarus, detail of Marcus
Claudianus sarcophagus ca 330-
335 AD Palazzo Massimo, Rome

What does a dyslexic,
agnostic insomniac do at

night?
He stays up wondering if

there really is a dog.
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Now I was told a long time ago
that Lazarus was probably
murdered not long after this event
but recently I have heard
otherwise, so I have been
trawling the infamous web to find
out more. Apparently, people
have been discussing the Raising
of Lazarus for centuries and I
won’t go into all the theological
arguments because that is not my
area of competence, as some
might coyly say.

However, I did find some
interesting theories as to what
happened to this family, the
beloved friends of Jesus,
according to various
denominations in the Christian
Church. In all these accounts, it
is generally accepted that the
family could no longer stay in
Bethany.

The Eastern Orthodox Church
and the Byzantine Catholic
Church have a festival called
Lazarus Saturday – the day before
Palm Sunday. This weekend of
joy and triumph forms a bridge
between the penitence of Lent
and the mourning of Holy Week.
The scripture readings for this
Saturday concern the Raising of
Lazarus as a foreshadowing of the
Resurrection of Christ and, then,
the promise of a general
resurrection. The Eastern
Orthodox Church commemorates
Lazarus also on March 17 and
again on October 17, which is the
date on which his relics were
transferred from Cyprus to
Constantinople.

Cyprus
Lazarus is said to have been
ordained by Paul and Barnabas as
the first Bishop of Kition (today’s
Larnaka) in Cyprus. He lived
there for thirty more years and, on
his death, was buried there. In
890 AD, during renovation work
on a 6th century church in

Larnaka, tombs were found. One
of them had an inscription:
“Lazarus, four days dead, friend of

Christ”
Cyprus was under Arab rule from
649-688 AD which might explain
why these tombs had been hidden
in a vault under the church.

The Emperor of Byzantium, Leo
VI, had Lazarus’ remains taken to
Constantinople in 898 AD.
However, after the sacking of
Constantinople during the Fourth
Crusade in 1204, the remains
were transferred again, this time
to Marseilles, where they
disappeared, never to be seen
again.

In Larnaka today you can visit the
Church of St. Lazarus which Leo
VI had built over the (now empty)
tomb but the marble coffin
remains inside the church, under
the Holy of Holies. Indeed, as
recently as 1972, during
renovation work, human remains
were discovered there and are
quite firmly believed to be part of
Lazarus’ relics.

Marseilles
The Western churches have quite
a different story to tell! Lazarus,
Mary and Martha were put out to
sea by certain hostile Jews, in a
boat that had no oars or sails and,
after a perilous journey, they
landed in Provence at a place
which, today, we call “Les
Saintes Maries de la Mer”.

Lazarus is said to have been the
first Bishop of Marseilles.
However, during the persecutions
of Domitian, he was imprisoned
and beheaded. His body was
taken to Autun, where he was
buried in the Cathedral there. The
people of Marseilles say they still
have his head as a relic.

In the Anglican, Lutheran and
Roman Catholic traditions,
Lazarus is celebrated together
with Martha and Mary on July 29.

These legends are fascinating
and, if you think about it, the
uproar caused by the Raising of
Lazarus would indeed have made
it difficult for the family to live in
Bethany as if nothing had
happened, so they must have
gone somewhere!

But why did Jesus raise Lazarus?
Well, He told us why Himself:
“This illness is not unto death; it is
for the glory of God, so that the Son
of God may be glorified by means of
it.”

Thank you for reading, and if
you have anything to add, please
don’t hesitate to write to Jenny
at the Magazine so that she can
include it in a future issue.

Dorinda
To write all this I consulted various
websites, incl. Larnaka Region
BRF New Daylight scripture
readings March 2021
And I had discussions with learned
friends and colleagues

The raising of Lazarus,
mosaic 6th – 7thC,

Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna

Tomb of Lazarus in Larnaka
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Remembering Anne Snoxell
6 April 1944 – 10 April 2021

Anne and David Snoxell, with
two small children James and
Laura, arrived in Geneva in 1976.
In April 1977 Simon was born in
Geneva and their family was
complete. David had joined HM
Diplomatic Service in 1969 and
was posted to Geneva after a stint
in Islamabad.

The family quickly became
regular members at Holy Trinity
and Anne and David volunteered
as Sunday School teachers. Anne
was a wonderful teacher and an
expert caterer for church and
diplomatic functions. Her
kindness and concern came to the
fore during our shared activities
such as children’s picnics, parties
and Christmas celebrations,
including the struggle to produce
50 sticky Christingle oranges.
Such were the makings of lasting
friendships. One very memorable
occasion was walking with Anne
over a very windy Pont du Mont
Blanc on Palm Sunday leading a
procession of singing Sunday
School children, with donkey in
tow, headed for the Lutheran
church in the old town. Anne’s
courage and courtesy were again
in evidence when we were run
into by a police car, on the way to
deliver clothing to a refugee
centre - she saved the day for all
concerned. As a small memorial
of Anne’s time with us in Geneva,
we share with you her famous
Christmas cake recipe. The cake

would be generously served (with
hot tea) from the back of her
Renault van after skiing
expeditions.

A great linguist, Anne read
German and Dutch at Bedford
College, University of London
and then went on to take a
certificate of secondary education
training at King’s College
followed by a year of VSO work
in Kaduna, Northern Nigeria.
Over the course of the couple’s
diplomatic career she went on to
learn Urdu, French, Wolof and
Creole. Wherever they went,
Anne involved herself in social
work in the local community,
children’s homes in Rawalpindi
and Mauritius, hospice
(Rawalpindi), Cambodian
refugees (Geneva) and soup
kitchen (Greenwich NY).

When David was appointed as the
British Ambassador to Senegal,
she was a gracious hostess at the
Residence at Dakar. An
accomplished singer she would
sing duets with David after dinner
to guests and also performed in
memorable amateur productions
of HMS Pinafore (Islamabad) and
Mikado (Dakar). David’s last
posting was High Commissioner
to Mauritius, where she and
David organized a fortnightly
singing group in a prison.

David retired in 2004 and they
settled at Old Mill Cottage, High
Wycombe which had become
their family base in England since
1996. The family flourished and
multiplied so that Anne found
herself proud grandmother to
nine grandchildren.

For the last 20 years of her life
Anne battled with immense
courage and fortitude against
Parkinson’s disease. By 2017 she
needed more care than it was
possible to provide at home and

she moved to a nearby care
home. She died in her sleep soon
after her 50th wedding
anniversary and 77th birthday. A
memorial service will be held for
Anne on 7th July in All Saints
Parish Church, High Wycombe.

Those of us privileged to have
known her will remember a brave
talented woman who used her
gifts and resources generously.

Wendy Martinek
Ursula McGregor

Council Report

Our Annual Report, prepared for
the AGM, gives quite a
comprehensive review from both
the Wardens and Council of what
has happened over the last six
months, so rather than repeat that,
I will look more at the present and
the future.

Chaplain: Our great news is, of
course, that our Chaplain, Revd
Canon Dr Daphne Green, has
arrived and we are trying to
smooth her path through the
inevitable Covid-19 challenges
while she tries to settle into a new

Extract from Wendy’s treasured,
well-thumbed recipe book
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place. Thank you so much to all
those who have offered support
and hospitality.

AGM: The AGM was quite
expeditiously conducted on 9th
May, chaired by Canon Daphne,
attended by about 20 people in
the church and a slightly larger
number online. We expressed
our thanks to Nicholas Hacking,
who was Council secretary, and is
standing down, and welcomed
Michael Omumbwa, carrying on
a long family tradition, as our
new Council member. Ursula
McGregor will take over as
Council secretary.

A small band of us went on to
picnic by the Brunswick
Monument, our first ‘social’
gathering for a considerable time.

In church again : Apart from the
AGM, by the time you read this,
we will have held both Thursday
BCP Eucharist services and
Sunday 09h00 services in the
church, welcoming back a
number of people, but
particularly those who have not
been joining us online. It is odd
not to proceed downstairs for
coffee, but that is not yet possible
and in order to comply with the
Covid-19 regulations on social-
distancing, we are restricted to an
overall number of 50 in the
church.

The 10h30 service on Sundays
where we regularly welcome
around 100 people is remaining
online for the time being. We are
close to a solution for holding a
weekday online service for those
who cannot come in person on
Thursday, so watch the notices
for further details !

The Small Time Worship for
mothers or carers and toddlers has
already re-started on Wednesday
mornings and the young adults

will be venturing back into the
church on Wednesday
evenings. Plans for the
children and teenagers are in
hand, so lots of little green
shoots are starting to grow
again.

Spring Fair: Please pray for
good weather in this very
temperamental year! Our
Spring Fair is planned for
Saturday, 5th June with some
follow-up sales on Sunday.
This is extremely important
for our church finances and as
a chance at least for a limited
form of fellowship, so do
please participate in any way
you can, bringing and buying
things, maybe helping on a
stall and, above all, coming
along.

Building Tomorrow: We
passed another important
milestone by submitting our
proposals for what is now
called Phase One, i.e. the
renovation of the Church
itself, on 1st February to all
the relevant authorities, most
notably the Service des
Monuments et Sites. They
sent a delegation round to
have a look and have since
sent their initial response.
This gives generally
encouraging support to the
project with a number of areas
where we need to enter into a
dialogue with them before
determining the final
outcome. In particular, we are
now starting to work in detail
on some of the design aspects,
including most particularly
the lighting, the flooring,
more flexible and moveable
choir stalls and the exact
number of pews. We have just
agreed that we will
commission 3D modelling,
which will make it much
easier to show and see what

And night has come upon my land,
the carrion birds encircling
and prayers ascend on pyres lit,
the shadows fast descending

And leaders know not how to lead,
they gape, they watch in silence
while each new day brings grief afresh,
no help, no rest, no guidance

And those who come with sturdier boats,
will row perhaps to safety,
but most, will flay, in desperate need,
expendable humanity

What will remain, when the storm has
passed,
when many so loved are lost,
what will be changed, within our hearts
what will this time exhaust

May then we not allow ourselves
to be led by those inept,
for want of air while many died,
unmoved, while many wept

May we never again be fooled,
by words, by power, by greed,
put not our faith in men of stone
who use us for their need

And know that when the night was dark,
who came to hold our hand,
it was the stranger, the ones unknown,
who share this wounded land

It was the one you did not trust,
the ones who were the other,
and when the leaders all had fled,
in him you found a brother

So let no powers again succeed,
to divide us at their will,
let love remain in our battered hearts,
the hope they could not kill.

Nandini Sen Mehra
Indian poet and author
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things will look like. In terms of
finances, we are well covered for
Phase One, where the budget is
just being finalised. The
submission for Phase Two,
renovation of the existing hall and
creation of a second level
basement hall, will follow. That
will require further funding, but
we have been agreeably surprised
and encouraged by the interest
and support that the project seems
to be generating amongst donors
and are confident that funds will
be forthcoming to complete as
planned. In any case, we will not
commit before that is definitively
confirmed. Our first port of call
will be to the authorities, i.e. the
Ville, Canton and possibly
Federal for their contribution
towards the church as an ‘historic
building’.

Finances: In our submission on
Building Tomorrow, we are
emphasising the need to make the
building more cost-effective to
run, but also sufficiently flexible
to be able to hold revenue-
generating activities, for example
concerts and other cultural events
to supplement our income.
However, as we have written in
the new ‘Stewardship’ leaflet,
this is a couple of years into the
future.

The accounts at the end of April
show a deficit of CHf14,000,
compared with a deficit of
CHf10,000 at the same time last
year. We therefore remain very
dependent on the generosity of
our congregation and friends,
particularly during this difficult
time in a pandemic and with our
costs rising back to their normal
level with the arrival of the new
chaplain.

Fun and Games: This may have
already happened by the time you
read this, but we are holding an
online quiz on Pentecost Sunday,

23rd May at 19h00 in support of
Covid work in India. For Trinity
Sunday, as we cannot meet in
large groups, we suggest getting
together with or inviting your
neighbours in small groups,
either safely outside, or online.
Enjoy the summer !

Mary Talbot

General Synod
23rd – 24th April, 2021

I was elected to General Synod in
July 2019 for a one-year term up
to the end of the quinquennium,
extended for a further year thanks
to Covid-19. I have noticed an
enormous change over these
almost two years. It mainly
concerns a growing realisation of
the extent to which the Church of
England, of which Synod is the
representative body, has failed a
number of groups; the imperative
of including those people in the
solutions; and most recently the
need to move much more swiftly
from words to actions.

Synod opened with a tribute to
the Duke of Edinburgh and
support to the Queen following
his recent death,

Racial discrimination : Follow-
ing a damning programme on
BBC Panorama, ‘Is the Church
Racist ?’ and the
recommendations of the
Archbishops’ Anti-Racism
Taskforce, published the previous
day, the Archbishop of York,
Stephen Cottrell, expressed
horror and remorse at the
revelations. Picking up on the
imperative of moving to action,
he announced that the two
archbishops had committed to
implementing five of the
recommendations immediately,

including the co-option of Black
and Minority Ethnic
representatives to General Synod
and as observers in the House of
Bishops.

Safeguarding was high on the
agenda with two sessions devoted
to the ‘Safeguarding (Code of
Practice) Measure’. This was
passed unanimously and is
designed to impose
‘requirements’ to follow certain
safeguarding measures, rather
than simply issue ‘guidance’.
The list of people to whom these
requirements apply was also
extended to, amongst others, all
those with safeguarding
responsibilities in dioceses,
parishes and mission initiatives,
both employees and voluntary
workers, who may be removed
from office if non-compliant. An
amendment to the
‘Churchwardens Measure’
ensures that churchwardens, who
require full safeguarding checks
and clearance, are included, and
can equally be removed if non-
compliant. (Both churchwardens
at Holy Trinity have completed
the full clearance procedure and
the specified checks and
clearances for other positions are
already being actively pursued.)

A further session was devoted to
a safeguarding update, following
the recommendations made in the
IICSA October 2020
investigation report and the
continuing horrific revelations of
safeguarding abuses within the
church. Compared with two
years ago, this shows an
increasing determination to face
up to the shame of the abuses,
past and present, and to take
concrete actions both to include
survivors and victims in the
solutions and to provide
compensation.
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Responsible Representation,
Crown Nominations
Commission (CNC) Elections.
This, designed to recommend
how those involved with the
selection of bishops are elected,
was the most controversial paper
presented to the Synod. The
working group was chaired by
our own Diocesan Registrar,
Aiden Hargreaves-Smith. The
group set their recommendations
in a theological framework.
Their thesis was basically that
unless the culture of synod

changed to be less partisan and
political, no procedure was going
to deliver a satisfactory result.

The review drew on a previous
report, ‘Discerning in Obedience’
chaired by Professor Oliver
O’Donovan, in 2018, specifically
picking up a recommendation
that people on election panels
should be selected in pairs, with
an encouragement for those
standing to pair up with someone
‘different’, e.g. in age, ethnicity,
church tradition. This was one of

the ways suggested to broaden
representation. The report was
‘noted’, which means it can go
forward to further stages of
debate and drafting.

International Religious
Freedom. Synod passed a
motion supporting this.

Mary Talbot

Jonah speaks

I, Jonah, have had enough
How long will I be
in the belly of this stinking fish?
After forty days and nights
I thought I would be free
But this – it feels like an eternity.

I have been cheated of my very substance
My eyes no longer see amid the gloom
And all that’s left to me is my own doom

I thought the Psalms might help me through
and yes, I even made up one or two
Plenty full of anger were my verses,
made up of pleading and of curses

I have run out of words
my voice is hoarse
my eyes are dry
From tears unshed
am I better off alive
or dead?

And yet, I am still here
And living in the fear
And dread of One
Who will not leave me quite alone.

Refresh my inner being with your grace
Remove me from the wilderness
of this foul place!

A voice speaks:

The threshold
of your rebirth
now draws near;
do not despair
the shore of life awaits you,
there you will begin anew;
see there is fire and food upon the beach,
imagine, it is nearly within reach.
Ahead of you is joy and company again
where mirth will wipe away
the memory of this pain
but leave you with the learning you have gained
despite yourself.
Enough, take heart and be no longer dumb
and learn the song that readies you
for life that is to come.

Alan Amos

This poem by Alan Amos, while it recounts the plight of Jonah, has a definite resonance for the
current pandemic times. (Ed.)
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Editorial committee:

Jane Brooks, Jenny Buffle, Rosie Buffle, Margaret Jacquard, Elizabeth Laravoire, Brenda Stewart

Please send letters or articles for inclusion in the Magazine to The Editor
either by regular post to

Jenny Buffle, 12 Chemin La Parisaz, 1291 Commugny or by email to jjbuffle@gmail.com

Deadline for receiving articles for the autumn edition 11 August 2021

Church officers
Chaplain: Canon Daphne Green

Chaplain@holytrinitygeneva.
org
022 734 3817
079 945 0605

Music Director: Mark Charles
079 744 5175

Junior Choir Director: Claire Charles

Church Wardens: Jo Kitson
022 346 4872

Mary Talbot
022 736 0052

Verger: Christine Damary
022 774 2320

Sacristan: Gill Howie
022 733 83 72

Council Members: Carol Brown, Mark Charles,
Nicolas Dériaz, Mike Gunton (Treasurer), Gill Howie,
Aidan Liddle, Amy Martinez, Michael Omumbwa,
Rawsette Whyte, Aylwin Zabula

Archdeaconry Synod Representatives:
Clare Amos, Lameck Jaston, Ursula McGregor

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Armel Ayegnon
ayearmel@yahoo.fr

Safeguarding Officer: Helen Liddle
079 937 48 90

safeguarding@holytrinitygeneva.org

*******
Church Office: Michèle Walker, Secretary.

022 731 5155

admin@holytrinitygeneva.org
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri. 8h30 - 12h30

Church activities
Holy Trinity choir: practice Thursdays at 20h00

Mark Charles 079 944 5175

Junior choir: practice Sundays after the
10h30 service Claire Charles

Craft group: Fridays in the church hall
14h15 – contact
Annemarie Hester
022 782 6689

Small-time worship: Wednesdays from 09h30
In the church hall, contact
Amanda Dawson
022 751 2968

Young people: (11-13 year-olds) contact
Innocent Mugabe
mugabeinnocent@yahoo.com

Junior Church: Sundays 1, 2 and 3 contact
Anitha Beulah 022 731 4211 /
078 323 8184

Healing prayer: Fridays 12h15 in church
Christine Damary 022 774 2320

Pastoral care: Christine Damary 022 774 2320
Gill Howie 022 733 8372
Sheila Mathewson 022 774 0469

Bible Study: Tuesdays 12h30–13h30 in church
Elizabeth Brown 022 778 50 10

Social group: Gill Howie 022 733 8372
Beryl Allardyce 022 776 1479

Church archives: Valerie Offord 022 777 1858

Development project: Mark Charles 079 944 5175

Pledge fund: Ursula McGregor
022 342 3227


