Holy Trinity Geneva

Second Sunday of Easter
Eucharist with Spiritual Communion

Music before the service -

Formerly attributed to JS Bach: Prelude and

Fugue BWV 560 - Played by Max Bauer

THE GATHERING
WELCOME
Preparation
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
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Opening Prayer
Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open the doors
of our hearts, that we may seek the good of others and walk the joyful road
of sacrifice and peace, to the praise of God the Father.

Hymn
Love's redeeming work is done;
fought the fig ht, the battle won:
lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er!
lo, he sets in blood no more!
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal!
Christ has burst the gates of hell;
death in vain forbids his rise;
Christ has opened Paradise.
Lives again our glorious King;
Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Dying once, he all doth save;
where thy victory, O grave?
Soar we now where Christ has led,
following our exalted Head;
made like him, like him we rise;
ours the cross, the grave, the skies.
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven!
Praise to thee by both be given:
thee we greet triumphant now;
hail, the Resurrection Thou!

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts be the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen

INVITATION TO CONFESSION, ABSOLUTION
Invitation
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice
by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and
true heart.
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Confession
Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call. Our love for you is like
the morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. Have mercy on us;
deliver us from judgement; bind up our wounds and revive us; in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon
and deliver you from all sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and
keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

GLORIA - P Aston Communion Setting
Sung by Claire Charles, with Mark Charles
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of
the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are he Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

COLLECT
Let us pray.
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise
again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and
wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth;
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Lesson

Acts 4. 32-35

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned
was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There
was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 133
1
2
3
4
5

sung by Emma Charles, with Mark Charles

Behold how good and pleasant it is
to dwell together in unity.
It is like the precious oil upon the head,
running down upon the beard,
Even on Aaron’s beard,
running down upon the collar of his clothing.
It is like the dew of Hermon
running down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the Lord has promised his blessing:
even life for evermore.

Epistle

1 John 1. 1-22

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life— 2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and
was revealed to us— 3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete.
5
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but
if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.
2
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; I was dead, and
behold I am alive for evermore.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Gospel Reading
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
19

John 20. 19-end

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But
he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him,
‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.’
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing
you may have life in his name.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Revd Sue Nightingale
Affirmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; he was buried;
he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures;
afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles: this we
have received and this we believe. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Conclusion
We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,
to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace and the Offertory
We now come to that moment in our service when we share the peace with one
another online, the best we may. It is also the time when usually the gifts of
bread and wine and offerings from the congregation are brought to the altar.
In these very different circumstances, as we share the peace with one another,
and unite in heart and mind with the offering of the eucharist, may we at the
same time be mindful to do what we can to be generous in sustaining our church’s
ministry.
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with your spirit

ANTHEM - Vaughan Williams: O taste and see
Sung by Holy Trinity Virtual Choir
O taste and see how gracious the Lord is: blest is the man that trusteth in him.
Psalm 34 v.8
The table is prepared.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ,
your living Word, through whom you have created all things; who was sent by you
in your great goodness to be our Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed
Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he opened wide his arms for
us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; and revealed the
resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy
people.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you because you raised him gloriously from
the dead. For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us, and has taken
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his
rising to life again he has restored to us everlasting life.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:

Sanctus & Benedictus -

P. Aston Communion Setting
Sung by Anna and Claire Charles, with Mark Charles
Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who in the same night
that he was betrayed took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to
his disciples saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this to
remember me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to
them saying: Drink this all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, to remember me.
Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. You are the
Saviour of the world.
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this
memorial of our redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for
counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy
Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one
bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of all the saints, may praise and
glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom and with whom, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

Agnus Dei -

P. Aston Communion Setting
Sung by Anna and Claire Charles, with Mark Charles
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Let us now prepare ourselves to make our spiritual communion.
Prayer for an Act of Spiritual Communion
We offer and present to you, Lord our heavenly Father, ourselves, our
souls and bodies, to be a holy and living sacrifice; grant that being present
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together in heart and mind at this holy communion we may now be filled
with your heavenly blessing through the redeeming grace of your Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ... [ short pause ]
Lord Jesus Christ, in outward signs of bread and wine you have made known
your presence among us; as we unite with one another from the places
where we are, may your communion be fulfilled in us now through the work
of the life-giving Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn
The strife is o'er, the battle done;
now is the Victor's triumph won;
O let the song of praise be sung;
Alleluia!
Death's mightiest powers have done their worst,
and Jesus hath his foes dispersed;
let shouts of praise and joy outburst:
Alleluia!
Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee,
from death's dread sting thy servants free,
that we may live and sing to thee,
Alleluia!

THE CONCLUSION
Prayer
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured your
children of eternal life and in baptism have made us one with him; deliver us
from the death of sin and raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Notices
Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Music after the service -

Mendelssohn: Sonata no 2 ii - Played by Max

Bauer
The zoom conference will continue for 10 minutes after the music and all
attendees will be unmuted and free to exchange greetings. We look forward to
hearing you all.

Prayer Requests
For the sick, especially Rosabelle de Silva, Paul Bangasser, Jacob Myhre, Walter
Ponniah, Lucinda Riis-Johannessen, Chakravarthi Raghavan, José Martinez, François
Dériaz, Marianne Wheatley, Silvio Morson, Anna Porraccin, John Taylor, Judy Cianci,
Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, Emmanuel
Palmer, David Robinson, Lorensz Ranasinghe.
Give thanks for our relationship with the Lutheran Churches of the Porvoo
Agreement.
Pray for the Porvoo Contact Group and the Lutheran Church in Great Britain.
Pray for our partnership with USPG.

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from
your hand.
(1 Chronicles 29:14)
Giving – Holy Trinity Geneva
https://holytrinitygeneva.org/appeals/giving-online_donation/

Account name: Holy Trinity Church
Bank Raiffeisen de la Versoix, 19 Rue du Mont Blanc, 1201 Geneva,
IBAN: CH40 8080 8007 5381 5844 4
SWIFT Code: RAIFCH 22215
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