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The Chaplain writes 
… about the ‘Our 

Father’ 
 
 
For many years, the translation 
from the Greek (let alone the 
Aramaic in which it may well 
have first been spoken) of what 
we know as the Lord’s Prayer or 
the Our Father has been a matter 
of some controversy.  The 
English liturgies traditionally 
have the words lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from 
evil as the final clause before the 
doxology.   
 
S. Matthew’s version of the 
Lord’s Prayer – which is basically 
the one with which we are most 
familiar – has the following 
translation of this last 
controversial phrase in the 
Jerusalem Bible: And do not put 
us to the test, but save us from the 
evil one. 
   
A little while back someone 
asked me what I thought about 
the Pope changing the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Thinking for a moment, I 
realized that this was a question 
about the recent change to the 
official Italian translation of the 
Lord’s Prayer, which is going to 
appear in the new Messale 
Romano.  The Italian translation 
of ne nos inducas in tentationem 
is now to be non abbandonarci 
alla tentazione which means 
something like Do not abandon 
us to temptation.  This follows the 
change made in 2017 by the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
French Bishops to the version of 
the Lord’s Prayer in French for 
the new translation of the Missal 
which meant that ne nous soumet 
pas à la tentation was replaced by 
ne nous laisse pas entrer en 
tentation which is roughly do not 
let us enter temptation.  
 
 The English translation of the 
Lord’s Prayer which is found in 
Common Worship remains the 
same with lead us not into 
temptation in the modern 
language version of the Our 
Father.  The English translation 
of the Roman missal is the same 
– unsurprisingly as it tries in 
every respect to be a literal 
translation of the Latin at the 
expense of English style and 
poetry.   
 
Of course, not for a moment 
would I suggest any Scottish 
superiority in anything, but I have 
to say that the Scottish Episcopal 
Church tackled this issue back in 
1982 when we revised our 
Liturgy.  As with Common 
Worship, there are two 
possibilities for the Our Father, 
the grammatically revised 
traditional version which sticks 
with lead us not into temptation 
and the modern language version 
which translates the phrase do not 
bring us to the time of trial.   
 
For various reasons, this latter 
seems to me to be the very best 
translation of this problematic 
text.  Actually, according to the 
renowned Biblical scholar, 
Joachim Jeremias, the final  

 
petition was always meant to be 
problematic, meant to stand out 
from the rest of the text.  The 
strict translation of the Greek text 
is indeed what we have always 
had – lead us not into temptation.  
But the early letter of S. James, 
extremely influential (and 
possibly written by a close 
relative of Jesus) rejects (possibly 
with this very prayer in mind) any 
suggestion that God could be 
tempted by evil and God, he 
writes, tempts no one.  (S. James 
113).  What we think Jesus had in 
mind in phrasing this part of the 
prayer was a very ancient Jewish 
evening prayer – the pertinent 
part of which runs as follows: 
 
Lead my foot not into the power 
of sin 
And bring me not into the power 
of iniquity, 
And not into the power of 
temptation, 
And not into the power of 
anything shameful. 
 
This context gives the suggestion 
not of a direct action by God (lead 
us not…) but rather God’s 
permission – the grammatical 
structure of the prayer is 
permissive rather than directly 
causative.  So what this evening 
prayer prays is for preservation 
from succumbing to temptation.   
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It becomes clearer still when we 
try to unpack a little more the 
word temptation itself.  In Greek, 
peirasµoV, doesn’t mean the 
kind of things that we think of in 
everyday parlance as temptations.  
Those occasions when we might 
be tempted to do something 
entirely self-centred and 
gratifying, to our own detriment 
and more importantly to the 
detriment of others.  This word 
means the final great Testing 
which stands at the door and will 
extend over the whole earth – the 
disclosure of the mystery of evil, 
the revelation of the Antichrist, 
the abomination of desolation 
(when Satan stands in the place of 
God), the final persecution and 
testing of God’s saints by pseudo-
prophets and false saviours.   
 
So the concluding petition which 
we have variously translated 
really has the force of meaning   
O Lord, preserve us from falling 
away, from apostasy.  The 
tradition of early Christianity in 
which the Matthean version of the 
prayer was used clearly 
understood the words in this way 
when they added the concluding 
petition but deliver us from evil.   
 
So this last part of the prayer is 
abrupt, brief and harsh.  Jesus 
summons his disciples to ask for 
the final consummation, the 
fullness of the ‘end time’ when 
God’s rule is forever established, 
the goal of creation when God’s 
Kingdom comes and his name is 
hallowed.  The apocalyptic 
tradition from Daniel onwards 
indeed anticipated a trial of 
cosmic proportions.  Jesus 
inherited this tradition and was 
teaching his disciples to pray that 
they might not be overwhelmed 
by the Messianic woes – as he 
was later to tell them in the 
Garden of Gethsemane when, 
once more, he told them to stay 

awake and pray that they be put 
not to the test.   
 
Last of all, James again provides 
the clarification (James 112) – 
Blessed is the one who remains 
steadfast under trial, for having 
withstood the test such people 
will receive the crown of life, 
which God has promised to those 
who love him.   
 
For us, the language of a trial of 
cosmic proportion as the new age 
comes into being might seem 
remote.  Yet perhaps it is not so 
remote as we think.  Without 
indulging ourselves in the flights 
of apocalyptic language, 
whenever we allow God’s rule of 
justice, truth and love to be a 
reality in our world, there is first 
of all a battle to be won.  We have 
only to see some of the political 
shenanigans in today’s world to 
realize the truth of this.    
 

 
Hail and Farewell 
by Mary Talbot 
 
When the British Consulate in 
Geneva decided to close its doors, 
this fact was deplored by many 
particularly of the British 
members of our congregation.  
However, God works in 
mysterious ways and, deprived of 
her job there, Jill Béchet 
answered our advertisement and 
joined us as Secretary / 
Administrator, bringing with her 
a wealth of experience and skills.  
For most of us, this has more than 
made up for the inconvenience of 
having to get passports or other 
documents in London.  
  
She left us after more than eight 
years on 16th August to take a 
well-earned retirement, although 
I am sure it will not be inactive 

and we hope to see her on many 
occasions and not least behind the 
bric-a-brac stall which she has 
adopted, along with her family, at 
successive fairs, a very visible 
sign of her increasing 
involvement in our community.  
This was perhaps made closer by 
the personal family tragedy that 
Jill suffered while she was with 
us.   
 
Faced with the task of drawing up 
a job description and advertise-
ment for her successor, I was 
struck by the fact that there was 
virtually nothing to change from 
the way that Jill has built up and 
performed the job over that time.  
There was really nothing that I 
felt needed to be altered or done 
better.  This is really quite 
something to be able to say about 
anyone doing any job and is the 
best way that I can describe how 
much Jill has contributed to our 
life and community in Holy 
Trinity over that period not only 
through her skills, but through her 
personality, her professionalism 
and the welcome she offered to 
those who crossed her path 
frequently or infrequently, from 
within and outside the 
community.  
 
Others have wished to add: 
Nothing is too much trouble,  
Jill aims to find a solution to 
everything you ask of her and 
she is charming with it.   
 
We have all noted how efficiently 
Jill ran the office from the rather 
tiny and – dare we say it – 
poorly equipped working space!  
 
We will all miss her enormously 
and wish her well in her 
retirement. 
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Jill says 
“Farewell but not adieu” 
 
I, like countless others before me, 
have reached retirement age and a 
new era opens up in my life.  
Many friends have asked me what 
my plans are, and I have to 
confess that I don’t really have 
any beyond the immediate need 
to be able to travel back and forth 
to the UK to visit my 96-year-old 
mother.  I can also become a more 
“hands-on” granny to my two 
granddaughters, Olivia and Joy, 
here in Switzerland. 
 
These are the main driving factors 
behind my decision to leave HTC 
at retirement age.  Otherwise, you 
might have been stuck with me a 
lot longer because I have loved 
every minute of this job.   
 
It’s been varied and lively, 
sometimes too much so, but 
certainly never boring.  The best 
part of the job has come from 
being in contact with such an 
eclectic bunch of characters from 
all walks of life, ages and 
cultures.  You, the parishioners, 
have made it all so worthwhile 
and I have learnt a lot from you.  
I shall forever be in awe of your 
boundless generosity in time, 
energy and money and inspired to 
carry on your good works in some 
other part of my life.  Thanks to 
HTC, I also discovered hidden 
salesperson talents - particularly 
in bric-a-brac - but oh, so much 
more.  In particular, you were 
there for me and my family when 
we experienced great personal 
tragedy, and these are among the 
things I can never forget.   
 
I know that you will welcome and 
encourage my successor, Michèle 
Walker, who will bring new 
dynamism and ideas into the 
office.  So much the better!   And 

you may well see me again at 
special services or behind a stall 
at one of your memorable Fairs.  
Till then, my friends, if you think 
I have done a good job, don’t 
thank me, say thank you to 
yourselves. 

Jill Béchet 
 
     Welcome Michèle  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello everyone! I am very 
excited to be taking over from Jill 
as the Administrative Secretary 
for HTC. I started on the 
19th  August and look forward to 
meeting many of you in the 
coming months. 
 
I am a Geneva local of Scottish 
extraction, who has lived in 
Geneva, Hong Kong and 
Glasgow. I am a bilingual dual 
national, an ex-finance 
professional and a mother of two. 
I have spent the last six years 
working for small private 
companies in the golf business, so 
I am looking forward to a change 
of direction and the challenge this 
role will bring.  I like routine, and 
thrive on variety, so this role will 
hopefully provide me with both 
of those! I am a very sociable 
person, so please come by and say 
hello.  
 
I will be in the office from 8.30 to 
12.30 every day except 
Wednesdays. The email will 
remain the one you currently use 
for Jill and the phone number 
does not change.  I would like to  
thank Jill for the time and 
patience she has given me whilst 
doing a handover.   

Michèle  Walker 

 
Remembering Alan 
Alan Simmonds was a prominent 
member of the Holy Trinity 
family from 1970 to 1988 when 
he entered Ripon College in 
Cuddesdon to train for the 
ministry.  He was a Deacon in 
1989 before being ordained Priest 
in 1990.  He served two churches 
in Oxford: Saint Michael at the 
North Gate with Saint Martin and 
All Saints from 1989 to 1992 and 
Saint Mary with Saint Cross and 
Saint Peter from 1992 to 1994 
and then became Chaplain to the 
English church in Lugano 
from1994 to 1998. He retired 
in1998 and moved to Exeter 
where he was granted Permission 
to Officiate in the Diocese of 
Exeter -  serving in a supporting 
capacity in Exeter Cathedral from 
1998 onwards.  In failing health 
since the beginning of this year he 
died in Exeter on 31st July aged 
87. Mary, his equally well-loved 
and appreciated wife (and faithful 
member of the alto section in the 
Holy Trinity choir) survives him.  

 

 

Alan seen here with Mike Howie and      
John Buffle 

Some of the older members of our 
congregation will remember him 
with affection and admiration and 
we are happy to publish the 
tributes that follow on the next 
page. 
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Remembering Alan 
 
“One of those very important 
people whom God chose to put in 
our path.’' 
When Nick accepted a job in 
Geneva in 1976, it was for us and 
our children a plunge into the 
unknown. One Sunday morning, 
a couple of months before 
moving we noticed a car with VD 
number plates parked outside our 
parish church in Great 
Missenden. The guest preacher 
that morning - who preached 
about Taizé - was Alan. He, with 
Mary and their two children, 
Chris and Penny, had lived in 
Great Missenden and belonged to 
that same parish church before 
moving to the Geneva area a few 
years earlier.  Nick was a member 
of the Great Missenden choir at 
the time and I was helping with 
the Sunday School - so, when we 
moved to Geneva (and Thonon 
later) a couple of months after 
meeting Alan, Robin Buffle, who 
was the choir master, welcomed 
Nick into the choir and Margaret 
Taylor welcomed me into her 
Sunday School team and our 
children joined the Sunday 
School. 
 
We became full members of the 
HTC community on our first 
Sunday in Geneva, thanks to Alan 
who had prepared the way for us. 
 
… it was also one Sunday 
morning when, having left Nick 
at the airport for a business trip, 
the children and I were driving 
back home from church and 
Richard and his sister “Ahann” 
were commenting on one of 
Alan’s sermons. I remember 
Richard saying ‘He told us to 
look after poor people, but we 
don’t know any poor people’. I 
thought this was too good an 
opportunity to miss and so, as we 
were approaching Douvaine, I 
told the children I thought some 

‘boat people’ were arriving in a 
Foyer there.  We stopped, met 
Père Henry who told me the 
social services had promised to 
send a lady to teach French to the 
asylum seekers (60 were arriving 
on the Monday) but he was not 
expecting anybody and was at a 
loss.  
 
On the Monday, I went … and 
spent the next five years (as a 
volunteer) looking after the 
‘refugees’ - another life-changing 
experience prompted by Alan’s 
sermon - I dare say Richard and 
Ahann learnt a lot about ‘poor 
people’ ! 
 
Alan, for me, was definitely ‘an 
instrument of God’ and then … 
the rest was the friendship we 
shared. 
                            Simone Meyer  
 
Alan and Mary and their family 
were very much part of the Holy 
Trinity family, dedicated to the 
running of the church, hospitably 
giving up their time, opening 
their home (firstly in Founex and 
then Cheserex) for summer 
lunches and barbecues and other 
fund-raising activities.  My 
memories are of the band of 
friends who went skiing together 
in Verbier – Alan, my husband 
Mike, Robin and John Buffle 
How they loved those special 
days out! 
 
Alan and Mary were very much 
missed when they returned to 
Oxford for Alan to study for the 
priesthood, but the memories 
linger on for those of us who had 
the privilege of being called their 
friends and we, in turn, try to 
follow their example of Christian 
living. 
 
Rest in peace Alan. 
                                      Gill Howie 
 
 

Holy Trinity Family News 
 
We welcome these children: 
 
Hugo and Leo Kurkela 
Baptized on 9 June 
 
Sofie Marie Klein 
Baptized on 14 July 
 
Charlotte Victoire Mico  and  
Eleonore Arezoo Miccoli-Lotfi 
Baptized on 11 August 
 
And we offer our sympathy and 
condolences to the family of  
 
Mrs. Jean Balzer 
For whom our prayers were 
requested on 16 June 
 
 
Father Khan 
 
We are sad to announce the death 
in early July of Father Michael 
Khan, the priest from the Greek 
Rite Uniate Church who of recent 
months had frequently joined us 
for the Eucharist on Sunday 
mornings.  He embraced and 
embodied the spirit of ecumenism 
and showed real affection for the 
Anglican way.  At his express 
wish his funeral service was held 
in Holy Trinity Church on July 19 
when we commended Fr Michael 
to God at the end of his short life.  
His quiet presence among us will 
be missed. 
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Théodore de Bèze: Poet 
and Theologian 

A temporary exhibition has been 
mounted in Geneva’s 
International Museum of the 
Reformation (MIR) this year to 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the birth of Théodore de Bèze at 
Vézelay in Burgundy, France on 
24 June 1519. This serves to 
enhance the permanent collection 
as Bèze was John Calvin’s 
colleague and successor in 
Geneva much as Philippe 
Melanchton was Martin Luther’s 
in Germany and Heinrich 
Bullinger was in Huldrych 
Zwingli’s Zurich.  

Biography  

Bèze spent his childhood and 
formative years in France. As his 
mother died while he was still a 
child his uncle in Paris took 
charge of his education. After 
schooling in Paris, Orléans and 
Bourges he finally obtained a 
degree in Law and returned to 
Paris. For the next 10 years, as he 
was from a well-off family of 
‘petite noblesse’ and thus 
financially independent, he 
devoted himself to Latin poetry.  

However, in 1548 he became 
gravely ill and underwent a life- 
changing experience. He 
converted to a religious path in 
life, became a pastor and secretly 
married a merchant’s daughter, 
Claudine Denossé. In that same 
year there was religious turmoil 
and political unrest in France to 
such an extent that the newly- 
weds fled to Geneva where 
Calvin promptly blessed their 
marriage. Incidentally, Calvin 
had already been in touch with 
Bèze; in 1544, after Clement 
Marot‘s death, Calvin asked him 
to complete Marot’s task of 
translating the metrical psalms  

Fig 1. Bèze in 1591, aged 72. 
www.museeprotestant.org  

into French. Bèze, as a poet and 
Hebrew scholar, was well 
qualified to accept his request  

Bèze did not remain long in 
Geneva after fleeing from Paris in 
1548, as in 1549 he was 
appointed Professor of Greek at 
the Lausanne Academy. Whilst 
there he continued his scholarly 
output including a translation of 
the New Testament. In 1558 he 
moved to Geneva to take up the 
post of Professor of Theology and 
Greek at Calvin’s Academy. In 
1564 Calvin died and Bèze took 
over as Moderator of the 
Company of Pastors and became 
the de facto head of the Academy. 
From this time onwards to his 
death at the venerable age of 86 in 
1605 he increasingly became one 
of the most influential and 
important figures on the 
European Protestant stage 
following in the footsteps of 
Zwingli, Luther and Calvin.  

‘The Many Faces of Théodore 
de Bèze’  

The curators of this temporary 
exhibition have assembled for 
display a representative, mainly 
original, series of items related to 
Bèze. The 36 or so items  

illustrate him as poet, thinker, 
pedagogue and diplomat. They 
include an erotic poem from his 
youth, a political text co- 
published with Machiavelli’s 
Prince, a letter from King Henry 
IV of France, portraits of him etc.  

In the course of his long career 
Bèze devoted much time and 
energy to the translation of the 
New Testament into French. 
There were five editions 
published between 1556 and 
1598. The exhibition contains a 
copy of his New Testament 
published in Geneva in 1565 by 
Henri Estienne. It is interesting to 
view Bèze’s annotated 
corrections in the margins, often 
in Greek, for incorporation in the 
next edition!  

His most precious possession  

For some years, Bèze owned a 
papyrus manuscript, now known 
as the Codex Bezae. 
Unfortunately for us, but 
fortunately for its survival, he 
donated it to the University of 
Cambridge. On a recent visit to 
Cambridge University Library I 
learnt that the manuscripts 
department regards it as one of its 
most treasured documents. So, 
sadly, the exhibit on display is but 
a facsimile. This Codex of the late 
4th century is a bilingual (Latin 
and Greek) manuscript which has 
an interesting history. It was 
closely guarded for many 
centuries in the monastic library 
of St Irenaeus at Lyon.  During 
the upheavals of the Wars of 
Religion in the 16th century the 
manuscript was stolen from the 
monastery when French 
Huguenots ransacked its library 
in 1562.  It was delivered to 
Théodore de Bèze in Geneva for 
safekeeping; he, in turn, donated  
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Fig. 2. The opening words of the Acts of the Apostles, taken from the Codex Bezae. The Latin text is shown first, while the 
Greek text, taken from the facing page, is below. The absence of spaces between the words makes for difficult reading, 
but Theophilus’ name can easily be made out at the end of the second line.  

it to Cambridge Universtiy – 
hence its name Codex Bezae.  

There are half a dozen ancient 
manuscripts which are the 
foundation of our understanding 
of the text of the New Testament 
writings and amongst this group 
Codex Bezae occupies a unique 
place – it is bilingual and 
provides a valuable insight into 
the reception of the Gospels and 
the Acts from the Greek to the 
Western Christian Tradition.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interestingly, the Gospels are in 
the order Matthew, John, Luke 
and Mark, the so-called Western 
order, with the two apostles first, 
followed by the two who were 
companions of the apostles.  

For those interested in the role 
Geneva played in the European 
Reformation during the 16th 

century and, in particular, the part 
played by Calvin and his 
successor, Théodore de Bèze, 
now would be a good time to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

visit the International Museum of 
the Reformation (MIR) situated 
just next to the Cathedral in the 
Old Town of Geneva.  
Valerie Offord, August 2019.  

The exhibition ‘The Many Faces 
of Théodore de Bèze’ runs until 
27 October 2019 at the 
International Reformation 
Museum; opening times Tuesday 
to Sunday 10am – 5pm 
(www.musee-reforme.ch/en)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

How to use the Bible
 
When in sorrow, read John 14    When men fail you, read Psalm 27 
When you have sinned, read Psalm 51   When you worry, read Matthew 6 v 19-34 
When you are in danger, read Psalm 92   When you are depressed, read Psalm 34 
When God seems far away, read Psalm 139  When you are discouraged, read Isaiah 40 
When doubts come upon you, try John 7 v 17  When you are lonely or fearful, read Psalm 23 
When you forget your blessings, read Psalm 103  When your faith needs stirring, read Hebrews 11 
When you feel down and out, read Romans 8 v 31-39 When you want courage for your task, read Joshua 1 
When the world seems bigger than God, read Psalm 90 When you want rest and peace, try Matthew 11, v 25-30 
When you want reassurance, read Romans 8 v 1 – 30 When you leave home, read Psalm 121 
When you grow bitter or critical, read 1 Corinthians 13 When your prayers grow selfish, read Psalm 67 
When you think of investments, read Mark 10 v 17-31 If you want to be fruitful, read John 15 
For Paul’s secret of happiness, see Colossians 3 v 12-17 For Paul’s idea of Christianity, read 2 Corinthians 5 v 15-19 
For Paul’s rules for daily life, read Romans 12  For a great invitation and opportunity, read Isaiah 55 
For Jesus’ idea of a Christian, read Matthew 5  For James’ idea of religion, read James 1 v 19-27 
 
And, finally, for Jesus’ idea of prayer, read Luke 11 v1-13 
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Gimme space to breathe – the 
new office etiquette 
 
People tend to come to me and, 
over a nice cup of tea, tell me 
about their experiences in modern 
offices.  From what they say I 
realize how lucky I was – I 
worked for some great people 
who had good working methods.  
They would plan their texts for 
typing and wouldn’t change their 
minds every five minutes about 
what they wanted to say.  
Nowadays, it’s so easy to modify 
a text that documents are often 
delayed as you spend ages going 
in with the appropriately-named 
cursor to make the required 
changes.  Then what about 
“research and replace”?  That’s 
easy, until the Manager can’t 
decide whether to say 
“organization” or “institution”.  I 
remember how he shilly-shallied 
until the document got really 
urgent and I was told to put 
“institution”.  Unfortunately, the 
document was talking about the 
UNO and as I had no time to re-
read the text, out it went, talking 
about the United Nations 
Institution.  To my amazement, it 
was all my fault so I chucked in 
the towel and left office work. 
 
Secretaries like me are now 
things of the past, and everybody 
is required to do their own typing.  
Many offices are “open-plan” or 
“hot-desking” and I have been 
asking my friends how that 
works.  One friend tells me that 
they had screens between the 
desks in the open-plan room 
where she worked to cut down the 
noise (phones mostly), but you 
could still hear what people were 
saying.  This can be delicate when 
dealing with clients who need 
privacy concerning their affairs, 
such as in a bank.  
  
Another man says that there were 
no screens in his office, so the 

continual buzz of the mobile 
phones was distracting 
 
We are told to ask ourselves, 
“what would Jesus have done?”   
So let’s take a moment to think 
about this, as many of our co-
parishioners here in Geneva are 
working in these conditions.  
There are all sorts of issues which 
we need to handle with a 
Christian attitude without getting 
ourselves the label of being a 
pushover (yes, I’ve been on those 
communication courses too). 
 
One article I read emphasizes the 
need to define who YOU are and 
what you expect from others.  
This might sound selfish but once 
people are clear about your 
working goals they tend to be 
more helpful.  For example, 
nobody smokes at their desk any 
longer but nothing has been said 
about eating pungent food.  You 
can make it clear that if people 
can go outside for a smoke, they 
can also eat outside.  It’s probably 
better for them too - love thy 
neighbour as thyself. 
 
A big issue is hygiene.  Studies 
show that workers in open-plan 
offices are off sick more often 
than those who have their own 
office.  A sniffle can turn into 
full-blown bronchitis for a more 
vulnerable colleague and by the 
end of the week everybody is at 
home in bed with a hot-water 
bottle.  Apparently, they actually 
tell you not to come in with a 
cold.  This is where disinfectant 
wipes can be useful for hands, 
phones and other fancy 
equipment - cleanliness is next to 
Godliness, quoth my gran. 
 
In these offices, people have very 
limited desk-space.  Overflowing 
onto your neighbour’s desk is a 
no-no.  One has to be super tidy 
which is OK for some but others 
thrive in what we consider a 

mess.  However, they know 
exactly where everything is and 
tend to have piles of stuff on any 
available surface including the 
floor.  So we need to curb our 
yearning to branch out – thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 
desk. 
 
It all really boils down to one 
word, respect.  Keep the noise 
down, don’t interrupt when 
someone is busy, address issues 
immediately and listen to what 
others have to say.  For example, 
if their client is hard of hearing, 
it’s obvious your colleague has to 
shout down the phone so, if you 
listen to his explanation, you are 
likely to be more tolerant.  You 
can work out a time for him to 
call his client when you are busy 
elsewhere, in a meeting or 
downstairs eating your lunch in 
the garden – do unto others, etc.  
(for he and his, read also she and 
hers, of course.) 
The second part of these 
ramblings will be about “hot-
desking”.   
 
If you have anything to add to the 
above, or about “hot-desking”, do 
please get in touch with me at: 
polecat.alley@gmail.com. 
Dorinda 
 

 
Tailpiece 

  

Wife: I’m heading to the store, do you 
want anything? 
Husband: I want a sense of meaning and 
purpose in my life …  
I seek fulfilment and completeness within 
my soul …  
I want to connect to God and discover the 
spiritual side of me … 
Wife: Be more specific, Beer or 
Vodka? 
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CURSILLO WEEKEND 
Thursday evening, 7 November 
to Sunday evening, 10 
November 
 
WHAT IS CURSILLO? 
 
Literally, the name means, ‘A 
short course’ and, in this context, 
in Christianity.  But perhaps it is 
more helpful to think of it as a 
mini-pilgrimage or journey.  In 
fact it was originally introduced 
as an alternative to taking people 
to Santiago de Compostella at a 
time of unrest.   
 
In Geneva, our Cursillo is 
ecumenical and it is a chance to 
spend a residential weekend, at 
the Cénacle in central Geneva, 
exploring questions of faith and 
providing mutual support with 
people from across a broad range 
of the English-speaking churches 
in and around Geneva.   
 
The weekend is supported and 
led by both clergy and lay people 
from different denominations.  
Worship is a thread throughout, 
but a key focus is a series of 
talks given mainly by lay people, 
but also clergy, which focus on a 
particular theme but include a 
significant element of personal  
witness and testimony, often very 
moving stories.  Participants are 
divided into small table groups, 
which remain constant during the 
weekend, allowing a considerable 
element of trust and support to 
develop.  There are a number of 
social group activities and plenty 
of fellowship around excellent 
meals.   
 
Apart from the ecumenical 
aspect, participants come at very 
different stages in their Christian 
journey – some are pillars of their 
respective churches, others 
haven’t entered a church for 
decades.  Some knowledge and 
background in Christianity is  

 
assumed, but it can be at very 
varying levels and adds to the 
richness and diversity.   
 
The environment is loving and 
supportive and for some 
attending a weekend has been a 
significant milestone.  Cursillo 
works with and through the 
churches and the overall 
objective is to help you on your 
Christian journey, wherever you 
are, and send you back to your 
home church reinvigorated.  
There are periodic activities 
which enable people to keep 
meeting throughout the year.   
 
More information is available 
from brochures at the back of the 
church or on the website 
www.genevacursillo.org,   There 
is a charge of CHF 300 which 
covers costs, but arrangements 
can be made if this is not possible.  
Do explore, you won’t regret it ! 
 
Contact :  Mary Talbot  
Christine Damary  
Rawsette Whyte   
 

 
 
A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 
 
This is the third issue of the new- 
format church magazine and, 
until the end of the year it will 
still be somewhat experimental. 
We would very much like to have 
feedback from our readers 
regarding the publication as it 
now stands. 
 
We have heard some people say 
they preferred the former 
‘booklet’ style in A5 which was 
possibly easier to hold to read  

 
and, being a booklet, was slightly 
more resilient if one wished to 
keep the issues in turn.  
Obviously, for those who read 
online, this isn’t really a problem. 
 
However, one reason for the 
change in format was that, in the 
present system, we can print out 
the necessary paper copies in the 
office, which reduces the cost of 
production considerably. (We 
should point out that with a 
relatively small number of 
subscribers, the Newsletter had 
been running at a loss for some 
time, so the idea of producing it 
in-house was bound to be more 
economical.) There may be ways 
in which we could nonetheless 
produce a booklet format in the 
office, but this needs to be 
explored a little further. 
 
What would be really helpful 
would be to know what people’s 
preferences really are! 
 
And, last but not least, the 
Magazine is intended to be a 
place where you, our readers, can 
offer topics for discussion, 
reports on interesting subjects etc 
etc, so do please let us have your 
input! 
 
Just to remind you, the Magazine 
is now scheduled to appear four 
times a year:  
Spring (covering March, April & 
May), Summer (June, July & 
August), Autumn (September 
October & November) and 
Winter (December, January & 
February). 
 
The deadline for receiving 
material for the next edition will 
from now on appear on the back 
page with the contact details of 
the Editorial Team. 
 
We look forward to hearing from 
you! 
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TABLE OF SERVICES 
 

 
Date 9h00 10h30 19h00 
1 September – Trinity 
11 

Eucharist BCP Sung Eucharist 
 

Choral evensong 
Followed by an apéro 
 

8 September – Trinity 
12 

Eucharist Sung Eucharist 
 
 

Choral Eucharist 

15 September – 
Trinity 13 

BCP Matins Sung Eucharist Taizé service 

22 September – 
Trinity 14 

Eucharist Sung Family Eucharist Choral Evensong 
 

29 September – 
Trinity 15 

Eucharist Sung Eucharist Compline 
Preceded at 17h00 by 
organ recital by Marcelo 
Giannini 

6 October – Harvest 
Thanksgiving 

Eucharist BCP Sung Eucharist 
 

Choral Evensong 

13 October  – Trinity 
17 

Eucharist Sung Eucharist Choral Eucharist BCP 

20 October – Trinity 
18 

Eucharist BCP Sung Eucharist Taizé service 
 
 

27 October – Last 
Sunday after Trinity 

Eucharist  Sung Family Eucharist Choral Evensong 

Saturday 2 November 
All Souls  

  19h30 Sung Eucharist 

3 November – All 
Saints 
 

Eucharist BCP  Sung Eucharist Choral Evensong 

10 November – 
Remembrance 
Sunday 

Eucharist Sung Eucharist Choral Eucharist 
BCP  
 

17 November – 2nd 
Sunday before 
Advent 

Eucharist Sung Eucharist Taizé service 

24 November –
Sunday next before 
Advent - 
Christ the King 

Eucharist  
 

Sung Family Eucharist Choral Evensong  
 
 

 
 
 
  

Regular midweek services: 

Mondays 07h30 Eucharist.  (not on 2, 9 or 16 September)                                                  
12h15 Prayers for Wholeness and Healing 

Wednesdays 10h00 Small Time Worship (parents and pre-schoolers)                                 
12h30 Lectio Divina – meditation on a Bible reading 

Thursdays 10h00 Eucharist (BCP) 

Fridays  07h45 Morning Prayer and Eucharist  (not on 6, 13 or 20 September) 
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Editorial Committee: 

Jane Brooks, Jenny Buffle, Rosie Buffle, Lindy Carmalt, Margaret Jacquard,                                                         
Elizabeth Laravoire, Brenda Stewart 

Please send letters or articles for inclusion in the Magazine to The Editor                                                           
Jenny Buffle  - either by regular post to                                                                                                                          
12 Chemin La Parisaz, 1291 Commugny 

or by email to jjbuffle@gmail.com                                                                                                                   
Deadline for receiving material for the next edition is November 8th- 

 

Church officers 

Chaplain:  Canon Alexander Gordon   
   022 734 3817 /                      
   079 945 0605 
 canonalexgordon@holytrinitygeneva.org 

Music Director:  Mark Charles   
   079 744 5175 

Junior Choir Director:  Claire Charles 

Church Wardens: Frederick Samuels               
   022 738 7326 

   Mary Talbot       
   022 736 0052 

Verger:   Christine Damary        
   022 774 2320 

Sacristan:  Gill Howie                      
   022 733 83 72 

Council Members: Carol Brown,  Mark Charles, 
Mike Gunton (Treasurer), Nicholas Hacking,           
Gill Howie, Jo Kitson, Julia Lacey, Ann Shazell, 
Aylwin Zabula 

Archdeaconry Synod Representatives:               
Clare Amos, Lameck Jaston, Ursula McGregor, 
Swamikan Raja 

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Armel Ayegnon  
    ayearmel@yahoo.fr 

Safeguarding officer: Pierre Laravoire           
   022 755 2155 

   ******* 

Church Office:  Michèle Walker, Secretary       
   022 731 5155   
  
 admin@holytrinitygeneva.org    
 Mon,Tues, Thur & Fri. 8h30 - 12h30 

 

Church activities 

 
Holy Trinity choir:   practice Thursdays at 20h00 
          Mark Charles 079 744 5175 
 
Junior choir:         practice Sundays after the 
          10h30 service Claire Charles 
 
Craft group:         Fridays in the church hall 
          14h15 – contact 
          Annemarie Hester 
          022 782 6689 
 
Small-time worship: Wednesdays from 09h30 
          In the church hall, contact 
          Amanda Dawson 
          022 751 2968 
 
Young people:         (11-13 year-olds) contact 
          Innocent Mugabe 
          mugabeinnocent@yahoo.com 
 
Junior Church:         Sundays 1, 2 and 3 contact 
          Anitha Beulah 022 731 4211 / 
          078 323 8184 
 
Healing Prayer:        Mondays 12h15 in church 
          Christine Damary 022 774 2320 
 
Pastoral Care:         Christine Damary 022 774 2320 
                         Gill Howie 022 733 8372 
          Sheila Mathewson 022 774 0469 
 
Social Group:           Gill Howie 022 733 8372 
               Beryl Allardyce 022 776 1479 
 
Church Archives:      Valerie Offord 022 777 1858 
 
Development project: Mark Charles 079 744 5175 
 
Pledge Fund:          Ursula McGregor 
           022 342 3227  
 


