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John the Baptist’s Martyrdom – Vatican News 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

who called your servant John the Baptist 

to be the forerunner of your Son in birth and death: 

strengthen us by your grace 

that, as he suffered for the truth, 

so we may boldly resist corruption and vice 

and receive with him the unfading crown of glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament  Malachi 3. 1-7a 

The Old Testament lesson is written in the prophet Malachi, chapter 3, 

beginning at the 1st verse: 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 

in whom you delight -- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 

endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 



For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 

gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then 

the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days 

of old and as in former years. Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will 

be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against 

those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their 

wages, the widow and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and 

do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 

For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not 

perished. Ever since the days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my 

statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the 

Lord of hosts. 
 

Here endeth the Old Testament Lesson. 
 

Gospel   Matthew 14.1-12-end 
We stand 

The holy gospel is written in the 14th chapter of the Gospel according to St 

Matthew, beginning at the 1st verse.  

Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; and he said to his servants, "This is 

John the Baptist; he has been raised from the dead, and for this reason these 

powers are at work in him." For Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him 

in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because John had been 

telling him, "It is not lawful for you to have her." Though Herod wanted to put 

him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the 

company, and she pleased Herod so much that he promised on oath to grant her 

whatever she might ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me the head of 

John the Baptist here on a platter." The king was grieved, yet out of regard for 

his oaths and for the guests, he commanded it to be given; he sent and had John 

beheaded in the prison. The head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, 

who brought it to her mother. His disciples came and took the body and buried it; 

then they went and told Jesus. 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 



Prayer list 

We pray for the sick who are known to us, and those caring for them, especially 

for Alexandra Ronquillo, Christine Damary, Chris Talbot, Irene Tretheway, Joan 

Tye, Annemarie Hester, Louise Cellerier, André Vivas, Timothy Creffield, Tianna 

Dagher, Edith Tanner, Livia Varju, Brenda Hand, Valerie Offord, Phil Thomas, 

Diana Mason, Robin Bailey, Judi Cianci, Ruth Wyler, Germain, Samuel Kalibala, 

Joyce McNulty, Trevor Thomas, Diana Dickinson, Denise Muhlethaler,  Maya 

Mortimer, Rosabelle de Silva, Silvio -Morson, Anna Porraccin, Valerie Slessor, 

Frances Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, Lorensz Ranasinghe. 
 

Among the faithful departed we pray at this time for Fr. Louis Christiaens SJ. 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory with the saints. 

 


