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Almighty Father,

whose will is to restore all things

in your beloved Son, the King of all:

govern the hearts and minds of those in authority,
and bring the families of the nations,

divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin,

to be subject to his just and gentle rule;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson Philemon 7-20
The First Lesson is written in the book Philemon, beginning at the 7" verse:

I have received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts
of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your
duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as
an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for



my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my
imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both
to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted
to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent,
in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something
forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that
you might have him back for ever, no longer as a slave but as more than a slave, a
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh
and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he
has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I,
Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your
owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in
the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ.

Here endeth the First Lesson.

Gospel Luke 17:20-25

We stand

The holy gospel is written in the 17™ chapter of the Gospel according to St Luke,
beginning at the 20™ verse.

Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he
answered, 'The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor
will they say, "Look, here it is!” or "There it is!" For, in fact, the kingdom of God
is among you.’

Then he said to the disciples, 'The days are coming when you will long to see one
of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. They will say to you, "Look
there!” or "Look herel!” Do not go, do not set off in pursuit. For as the lightning
flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man
be in his day. But first he must endure much suffering and be rejected by this
generation.’

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Lord.



Prayer list

We pray for the sick who are known to us, and those caring for them, especially
for David Omumbwa, Sybil Sheppard, Christine Damary, Chris Talbot, Joan Tye,
Annemarie Hester, Louise Cellerier, André Vivas, Timothy Creffield, Tianna
Dagher, Edith Tanner, Livia Varju, Brenda Hand, Valerie Offord, Phil Thomas,
Diana Mason, Robin Bailey, Judi Cianci, Ruth Wyler, Germain, Samuel Kalibala,
Joyce McNulty, Trevor Thomas, Diana Dickinson, Denise Muhlethaler, Maya
Mortimer, Rosabelle de Silva, Silvio -Morson, Anna Porraccin, Valerie Slessor,
Frances Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, Lorensz Ranasinghe.

Among the faithful departed we pray at this time for Munir Sharaiha and Anthony
Cave. May they rest in peace and rise in glory with the saints.



