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PREPARATION 

This is the day that the Lord has made 

We will rejoice and be glad in it 

 

‘Traherne window’, Hereford 

Cathedral, created by Thomas Denny 
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Introit : Psalm 95 vv 1 – 8 

1    O come, let us sing to the Lord;  ♦ 

let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 

2   Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving  ♦ 

and be glad in him with psalms. 

3    For the Lord is a great God  ♦ 

and a great king above all gods. 

4    In his hand are the depths of the earth  ♦ 

and the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5    The sea is his, for he made it,  ♦ 

and his hands have moulded the dry land. 

6    Come, let us worship and bow down  ♦ 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7    For he is our God;  ♦ 

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand..’ 

8    O that today you would listen to his voice:  ♦ 

‘Harden not your hearts! 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God,to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s 

commandments and to live in love and peace with all.  
 

Confession 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence,through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us 

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 
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Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

COLLECTS 

Let us pray… 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, creator of all, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

You founded the earth in the beginning 

and the heavens are the work of your hands. 

In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 

and you have spoken to us 

in your Son Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

As we rejoice in the gift of your presence among us 

let the light of your love always shine in our hearts, 

your Spirit ever renew our lives 

and your praises ever be on our lips  : 
 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 
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Collect for the feast of the Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 

Almighty God, 

whose blessed Son was circumcised 

in obedience to the law for our sake 

and given the Name that is above every name: 

give us grace faithfully to bear his Name, 

to worship him in the freedom of the Spirit, 

and to proclaim him as the Saviour of the world; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The First Reading : Genesis  1 – 2.4 

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was 

a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 

God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and 

there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 

light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
6 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 

the waters from the waters.’ 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters 

that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was 

so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

second day. 
9 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 

and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and 

the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 

good. 11 Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, 

and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it 

was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, 

and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 

good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
14 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 

from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 

years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ 

And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day 

and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, 

and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
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20 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 

birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ 21 So God created the great 

sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 

waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 

good. 22 God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 

the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ 23 And there was evening and there 

was morning, the fifth day. 
24 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 

and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was 

so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 

every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 

saw that it was good. 
26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind[c] in our image, according to our likeness; 

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 

air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,[d] and over 

every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
27 So God created humankind[e] in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them;[f] 

    male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29 God said, ‘See, 

I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, 

and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every 

beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 

the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 

for food.’ And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 

was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on 

the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 

seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day 

and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation. 
4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 

created. 
 

This is the word of the Lord    Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%2C%202&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%2C%202&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%2C%202&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%2C%202&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27f
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Psalm 96 

Sing to the Lord a new song; • 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord and bless his name; • 

tell out his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations • 

and his wonders among all peoples.  

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; • 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are but idols; • 

it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

Honour and majesty are before him; • 

power and splendour are in his sanctuary.   

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; • 

ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name; • 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; • 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king. • 

He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity.   

Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; • 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 

Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them; • 

let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord. 

For he comes, he comes to judge the earth; • 

with righteousness he will judge the world 

and the peoples with his truth. 

Response : 

Lord God, you draw us by your beauty 

and transform us by your holiness; 

let our worship echo all creation’s praise 

and declare your glory to the nations; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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The Gospel : St. John 13. 34 -35 

The holy Gospel is written in the gospel according to St. John, the fifth chapter 

beginning at the thirty sixth verse. 

Glory be to you,O Lord 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 

you, you also should love one another.  
35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily  -  Canon Alan Amos 
 

Prayers of Intercession  

Faithful father, minder of our yesterdays, 

We thank you for your blessing and cherishing, 

For your care which has brought us and all creation to this day.  

Forgive the failings of our past, 

the false steps and paths that we have taken 

in our lives and in our histories, 

As individuals, as nations, as members of your own people. 

Grant us the courage not to forget, 

Not to stifle the sounds of suffering in which we have been complicit; 

Encourage us also to trust in your power to redeem, 

Your willingness to work with flawed humanity and re-create an earth  

Which all can celebrate with you as truly good.  

 

Holy Spirit, hope for our tomorrows,  

Grant us vision of the future of this world as you would have it be.  

Inspire us with your power and grace us with your gifts and fruits – 

Love, joy and peace, generosity and gentleness,  

Faithfulness and kindness, patience and self-control. 

May they become seeds in us, taking root deep within our lives,  

Starting-points for change and growth.  

Speak into the divisions and hatreds of these days, 

In the turmoil, open our ears to catch your quiet breath, 

And give us voice to echo your aching and longing for the promised time, 

When in communion with you true life and freedom will be shared by all. 
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Christ, comforter yet challenger of our todays, 

You are the beginning and end of creation,  

Drawing together past and future,  

Threading them into the texture of the present. 

Through your life and ministry you showed us the importance of ‘today’, 

Of carrying out God’s mission in the world of here and now. 

You did not allow yourself to be bound by time past 

Nor await impassive for an unseen future. 

Still, today, you do not let us stand aside and delay,  

But urgently you offer us both salvation and judgement. 

You demand that we choose, and invite us to work with you 

To accomplish God’s purpose, yesterday, for ever and today. Amen. 

 

We pray for the grace of new beginnings in our own lives and in the world which 

we inhabit; Holy Spirit, be our Comforter and Guide : 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 

  

We pray for all those suffering from the ravages of war, whether in Lebanon, 

Gaza,  Palestine,  Israel; Ukraine or Russia. 

And we pray at this time for the people of Syria, for new beginnings and for the 

well-being of all. 

 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 

 

We pray for our Church of England, for the grace of stability and the grace of 

renewal. We pray for those who have suffered abuse for which the Church is 

responsible,  and for the promotion of effective safeguarding governance. 

 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 

 

We pray for Christian unity and for the ecumenical movement, for our Geneva 

Ecumenical Cursillo, and for the work of the World Council of Churches. 

 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 
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We pray for the sick who are known to us, and those caring for them, especially 

for Liz Kernen, Jonathan Bezzola, David Omumbwa, Sybil Sheppard, Chris Talbot, 

Joan Tye, Annemarie Hester, Louise Cellerier, André Vivas, Timothy Creffield, 

Tianna Dagher, Edith Tanner, Livia Varju, Brenda Hand, Valerie Offord, Phil 

Thomas, Diana Mason, Robin Bailey, Judi Cianci, Ruth Wyler, Germain, Samuel 

Kalibala, Joyce McNulty, Trevor Thomas, Diana Dickinson, Denise Muhlethaler,  

Maya Mortimer, Rosabelle de Silva, Silvio -Morson, Anna Porraccin, Valerie 

Slessor, Frances Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, Lorensz Ranasinghe. 

 

May the Holy Spirit bless and strengthen each one of them. 

Lord in your mercy    

Hear our prayer. 

 

We remember those departed this life,  especially those we have known and loved 

and those who need our prayers.  We hold in our prayers today Chris Baron. 

 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord. 

And may light perpetual shine upon them 

May they rest in the peace of Christ 

And rise in glory with the saints. 

 

The Peace  

You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst 

into song before you  (Isaiah 55.12) 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And with your spirit 

         

The table is prepared. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord God, 

our light and our salvation; 

to you be glory and praise for ever! 
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From the beginning you have created all things 

and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 

In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 

the crown of all creation. 

You give us breath and speech that with angels and archangels 

and all the powers of heaven 

we may find a voice to sing your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord! 

As a mother tenderly gathers her children 

you embraced a people as your own. 

When they turned away and rebelled 

your love remained steadfast. 

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of Mary, 

to be the living bread, 

in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 

He offered his life for sinners 

and with a love stronger than death 

he opened wide his arms on the cross. 

On the night before he died, 

he came to supper with his friends, 

and taking bread, he gave you thanks. 

He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take eat: this is my body which is given for you 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 

he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
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Father, we plead with confidence 

his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 

we remember his dying and rising in glory, 

and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 

these gifts of your creation; 

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 

form us into the likeness of Christ, 

and build us into a living temple to your glory. 

Remember Lord your Church in every land. 

Reveal her unity, guard her faith, 

and preserve her in peace  

Bring us at the last withh Blessed Mary and with all your saints to the vision of 

that eternal splendour 

for which you have created us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

by him, with him, and in him, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ: 

Though we are many, we are one body because we all share in the one 

bread.   
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Agnus Dei    

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 
 

Let us prepare ourselves to make our spiritual communion. 
 

We offer and present to you, Lord our heavenly Father, ourselves, our souls 

and bodies, to be a holy and living sacrifice; grant that being present together 

in heart and mind at this holy communion we may now be filled with your 

heavenly blessing through the redeeming grace of your Son our Saviour Jesus 

Christ... [ short pause ]  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in outward signs of bread and wine you have made known 

your presence among us; as we unite with one another from the places where 

we are, may your communion be fulfilled in us now through the work of the 

life-giving Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Prayers  

God our Father, 

whose Son, the light unfailing, 

has come from heaven to deliver the world 

from the darkness of ignorance: 

let these holy mysteries open the eyes of our understanding 

that we may know the way of life, 

and walk in it without stumbling; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing  

May Almighty God give us grace 

to live our lives with faith, hope and love,   

And may the blessing of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 

and remain with you always. Amen. 


