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The Chaplain writes

Dear Friends
I can hardly believe that I have
now been at Holy Trinity Church
for nearly five months. The time
seems to have flown past. I’m
certainly feeling far more at home
here now and it has been
wonderful to have had the
opportunity to get to know many
of you, to see the return of some
of our services in church and to
get a feel of Geneva itself and its
environs.

Autumn is just starting and with
it, I believe, we are seeing fresh
signs of hope. There is a poem
which I really like by the poet
Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)
which expresses the rich qualities
of Christian hope. Here is the
first verse:

‘Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul,
And sings the tune without the
words,
And never stops at all’.

It can feel strange to talk about
hope at this time when we are still
in such a state of transition. We
continue to face the impact of
Covid on our lives, and the
ravages which it is still causing
now throughout the world. It is
also creating further uncertainties
as we wait to see whether there
will be a major spike in the

number of cases this autumn and
the possible effects of variants.

We have also seen, this summer,
an unprecedented number of
incidents throughout the world
linked to climate change and our
catastrophic impact on the
environment. These have
included torrential flooding,
some of which has affected parts
of Switzerland and Germany, and
deeply destructive forest fires.

And in addition to all this, we’ve
also witnessed some of the
terrible impacts of human conflict
including the challenge to life and
hard-won freedoms as the
Taliban once more seize power in
Afghanistan and the threat to so
many living in that country.

But without minimizing at all the
very serious nature of these
things, I believe that we have
grounds for hope. I also think, as
a Christian community at Holy
Trinity here in Geneva, it is really
important that we live out this
hope and make it a reality for
others to see and encourage them.

Why can we hope? Well, first of
all because our God is a God of
hope who longs for his people to
be free, to enjoy fullness of life
and who will bring his promises
to fulfilment. We know and can
trust that the God who has been
with us, and guided us through
the terrors, difficulties and
uncertainties of the past eighteen
months, is with us now and will
guide us in the future even if the
way is not easy. Remember these

words from the Book of
Lamentations:

But this I call to mind,
And therefore I have hope.
The steadfast love of the Lord
Never ceases
His mercies never come to an end
They are new every morning.
Great is your faithfulness.
The Lord is my portion, says my
soul
Therefore, I will hope in him
(Lamentations 3: 21-24)

There are many signs of hope at
Holy Trinity. First of all, there is
the amazing fact that as a church
community you have kept so
much going during the vacancy
and then during the Covid
pandemic. This has ranged from
maintaining worship online,
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developing the choir, providing
online worship and activities for
children and young people and
reaching out to care for the most
vulnerable in our community.
We draw hope from the fact that,
with God’s grace, we are a
resilient, caring and forward-
looking Christian community.

And now, over the past few
months, we have been blessed by
seeing the return to a number of
our services in church both on
Sundays and mid-week. Our
choir is back in church bringing
great joy and it sang the first
Evensong for many months on
22nd August. Now we are
looking forward to seeing the
return of both our Junior Church
and Junior Choir in church. And
there have been some new
developments including the
setting up of a monthly Messy
Church service to reach out to
younger children and their
families, including those who
have had little or no experience of
church, and the development of a
pastoral group and a worship
planning group.

So, although there will be
uncertainties and upheavals
ahead, not least when we start our
exciting ‘Building Tomorrow’
building project later this autumn,
we are invited by God to live as
people of hope. In my
experience, we can respond to
uncertainty and difficulties in two
ways. The first is to be
profoundly negative. I don’t
know if you are familiar with the
Harry Potter books, but in this
series some of the most
profoundly negative beings are
called the Dementors. These
terrifying beings, shrouded in
black so their faces are invisible,
literally suck the grounds of hope
out of their victims. It’s easy to be
like the Dementors – to suck hope
out of the people with whom we

share our lives through
our negativity and
fearfulness. And as
with the Dementors, the
consequences for others
and our communities
can be equally
devastating.

But we have a choice.
We can instead choose
to live and respond to
the challenges we face
in a way which reflects
our Christian faith and hope. And
this too is infectious – spreading
light and hope and encouraging
others who may have been feeling
a bit jittery to take heart and to do
likewise.

There is an image which St Paul
uses in his letters which I think
expresses this brilliantly. He
urges his listeners to become
‘living letters’ – that is people
who literally live out their faith
and love so that people just
meeting and talking to them will
see their love, faith in God and
Christian hope expressed in their
way of life. Wouldn’t it be
wonderful if those coming to
Holy Trinity Geneva or meeting
us at work, at school, in shops and
in those groups for which we
could volunteer, could see in us ‘a
living letter’ to the hope which
Jesus brings us?

I’d like to end with a quotation by
Nelson Mandela on hope:

‘It is because of hope that you
suffer
It is through hope that you will
change things’

I wish you a hope-filled and
fruitful autumn and may God
bless you all.

Your Chaplain,
Daphne

A neighbourly visit

Since our new chaplain has
parishioners in two countries, I
thought she might enjoy seeing
where the ‘other half’ live, so on
26 June Brenda Stewart and I
invited her to visit some of us
over the border in la France
voisine.
We took her on a mini-tour of the
springs and waterfalls of
Divonne-les-Bains, where some
of us live, and then brought her
back to my home where Liz
Boubert, Valerie Slessor and
Jenny Syratchev, also inhabitants
of the Pays de Gex, joined us for
tea. For once the weather co-
operated and we could enjoy the
terrace and garden.

Jane Brooks

From our Northern
Correspondent … in a

month of glory

August is here and as I write I
look out on the kind of Scottish
weather that I associate with that
month from childhood – cloudy
and rather wet! And though I
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write this on what in these parts is
known as the Glorious Twelfth
(12th August, the beginning of the
grouse shooting season), the
weather is certainly not very
glorious! However, liturgically
August is always a month of
glory. For on August 6th we keep
the great Feast of the
Transfiguration of the Lord and
on August 15th our attention turns
to the glory Christ shares with his
Blessed Mother.

But what does this ‘glory’ mean?
In the Old Testament, generally
the English word is used to
translate the Hebrew kabod
which has an implication of
weight and distinction as you
might find in a person of (we
might say) gravitas. In the Greek
version of the Old Testament,
however, the word doxa is used
which translates not only the
Hebrew kabod but also the allied
Hebrew term shekhinah which
conveys something of God’s
accessibility to humanity without
diminishment of God’s total
otherness. From this much it is
clear that glory when we are
thinking of God’s glory is
language at the edge. It tries to
give expression to the
inexpressible and in addition to
describing weight it in itself
carries a weight of meaning not
easily expressed in other ways.

In our liturgy we use the word
frequently – Glory to God in the
highest, we sing at the beginning
of the Eucharist, Glory be to the
Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit, we sing in the Daily
Offices at the beginning and at
the end of the psalmody, and in
what someone rightly described
as the slogan of the Eucharist in
the Sanctus we sing that heaven
and earth are full of [God’s]
glory.

Yet there are moments when our
attention is, as it were, more
focused upon this mysterious
glory. One of those moments is
that episode in Christ’s ministry
when the three specially favoured
disciples are given a foretaste of
Christ’s resurrection glory on the
Mount of Transfiguration, a
moment we commemorate on
August 6th. The other is a
moment not recorded in the New
Testament but attested to by long
tradition when Blessed Mary, the
Mother of the Lord, as our
Eastern brothers and sisters put it,
fell asleep, and now shares fully
in the risen glory of her Son. We
commemorate this moment of
grace on August 15th.

At the beginning of the second
century S. Irenaeus of Lyon, as he
taught and wrote in opposition to
the heresies current at the time,
spoke of Christ embodying God’s
glory. The glory of God is a
living man he wrote in Adversus
Haereses and he continued to
spell out the consequences of
such unveiling of glory. He
continued and the life of man is
the vision of God. For if the
manifestation of God in creation
gives life to all who live on earth,
much more does the revelation of
the Father through the Word
bestow life on those who see God.
In this passage, Irenaeus has been
writing about how God the Word
is active in creation, making
known God the Father from the
beginning in due sequence and
order and ultimately this same
Word of God becomes flesh in
Jesus the Christ. And so the glory
of God is a living man. And this
revelation of God’s glory bestows
the fullness of life to humanity,
inviting participation in that
glory. As the Christ of S. John’s
Gospel speaks of his coming that
we may have life in its full
abundance – life shot through
with glory. (cf. S. John 10:10)

But as we see in the story of
Christ’s Transfiguration, this is
no vision of immediate comfort –
at least on the surface.
Encounters with glory are costly
– they ask us to refocus our
vision. The disciples are afraid as
the cloud appears, reminding
them of the shekhinah of God’s

presence. Glory disorientates,
confuses – Peter blurts out a
desire to stay put, unchanged. In
one of my favourite icons of the
Transfiguration, the disciples
appear to be falling off the
mountain before Christ in glory –
see illustration.

There are, of course, many
interpretations of the
Transfiguration narrative. One is
that Christ shares a moment of
encouragement with the disciples
prior to the coming Passion – a
moment of resurrection glory.
This I believe is too simplistic
and doesn’t sit easily with S.
John’s later insistence (and
significantly it is John’s Gospel
that doesn’t have this story as
such) that Christ’s glory is
manifested supremely in his
Passion and Death on the Cross.
In any case, far from a moment of
enlightenment, the
Transfiguration appears to
provoke misunderstanding,
confusion and fear. The three
disciples had grown up with the
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story of Moses’ transfiguration
being so frightening that he had to
cover his face. Shortly after the
Transfiguration in the Synoptic
Gospels there is an argument
amongst the disciples about who
is the greatest – ideas of earthly
glory still well established in
them it seems. So clearly it is
only with the hindsight of
resurrection glory that the
Transfiguration narrative begins
to fall into place and make sense.
Which is also true of the early
tradition of the Assumption of
Blessed Mary – an expression of
her sharing absolutely in her
Son’s risen glory at the end of her
earthly pilgrimage.

It is always in this light of
Christ’s resurrection that we may
sing heaven and earth are full of
your glory in the Sanctus at the
Eucharist. For there we can begin
to see how everything that exists
is an outpouring of the self-
giving, self-offering of God writ
large in Christ’s Passion and
Cross, which offering is validated
and ratified in the Resurrection as
we are invited to taste and see the
fullness of life offered and given
back enriched.

But perhaps to experience that
glory we must first enter the
cloud of darkness and with the
three chosen disciples first know
the confusion of images and fear
of the Unknown. There is no
‘cheap’ experience of true glory.

The poet Gerald Manley Hopkins
(GMH) followed S. John Henry
Cardinal Newman in the path
which led him from communion
with the See of Canterbury to that
of Rome. He, however, became a
Jesuit and stopped writing poetry,
symbolically burning his earlier
English poems, though
mercifully only after sending
some of this early work to his
friend Robert Bridges. It was

only later in his life that he
resumed writing, and then
without any outward success at
the time. He was greatly moved
by a sea tragedy in which some
forcibly exiled Franciscan nuns
were drowned, and wrote The
wreck of the Deutschland in early
1876. It was regarded as too
difficult to publish in the Jesuit
periodical The Month. This
rejection haunted GMH for the
rest of his life, though he
continued to write poetry through
some of his most difficult years
leading up to his death. He had
been sent to lecture at University
College Dublin and found the
work unremitting and he was not
a good teacher. His health, both
mental and physical, suffered. He
may even have contemplated
suicide – some of his Oxford
acquaintances had died by
drowning around this time, and
his determined I can…not choose
not to be in Carrion Comfort
indicates something of his inner
turmoil. Yet GMH in many of his
poems senses indeed how heaven
and earth are full of God’s glory
and celebrates the wondrous
diversity of nature in its unique
and glorious forms. In this he
was influenced by the 13th

century philosopher, Duns
Scotus, who proposed the notion
of haecceity – the principle
present in everything that gives it
its uniqueness. (A bit like its
DNA, as we might say.)

From GMH’s most desolate
period in Dublin, though, comes a
poem which cites an even older
philosopher, Heraclitus from the
6th century before Christ. He
lived and died in Ephesus, spoke
of the Logos (Word) at the heart
of all creation giving it being as it
emerges from a primordial fire. It
could be argued he was the first
‘process philosopher’ for, in
contrast to others of his times, he
believed that everything that

exists is in a state of flux.
Although little is known of
Heraclitus, tradition has it that he
was (like GMH) a depressive and
(unlike GMH) something of a
misanthrope. In his poem That
Nature is a Heraclitean Fire and
of the comfort of the Resurrection
GMH begins with a celebration
of this flux of creation. But soon
a darker note appears - ….all is in
an enormous dark Drowned –
maybe a reference to the suicides
mentioned before. Is Heraclitus
right after all and does all just
return to fires and ashes? No,
cries the poet, it cannot be so –
Enough! the Resurrection. A
heart’s clarion! Glory
transforms, transfigures, raises up
– In a flash, at a trumpet crash, I
am all at once what Christ is,
since he was what I am.

An earlier poet who wrote Psalm
84 knew how blessed are they
who going through a bitter valley
use it for a well (cf Psalm 84:6)
and GMH certainly was able to
do this, even though it was not
until some time after his death
that his poetry reached the light of
day. Discovering the glory with
which heaven and earth are filled,
which shines from the person of
Christ, and with which humanity
is to reach its fulfilment as in
Blessed Mary, will involve us
intimately in many different ways
with suffering. As that suffering
is offered to, with and in Christ,
we find his triumph and perceive,
albeit dimly, the true glory of
God’s purposive and absolute
Love. A glory that truly changes
everything – whether you speak
of this as transfiguration or
assumption.

Alex Gordon
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That Nature is a Heraclitean Fire
and of the comfort of the

Resurrection

Cloud-puffball, torn tufts, tossed
pillows | flaunt forth, then chevy on
an air-

Built thoroughfare: heaven-roysterers,
in gay-gangs | they throng; they
glitter in marches.

Down roughcast, down dazzling
whitewash, | wherever an elm
arches,

Shivelights and shadowtackle ín long |
lashes lace, lance, and pair.

Delightfully the bright wind boisterous
| ropes, wrestles, beats earth bare

Of yestertempest's creases; | in pool
and rut peel parches

Squandering ooze to squeezed | dough,
crust, dust; stanches, starches

Squadroned masks and manmarks |
treadmire toil there

Footfretted in it. Million-fuelèd, |
nature's bonfire burns on.

But quench her bonniest, dearest | to
her, her clearest-selvèd spark

Man, how fast his firedint, | his mark
on mind, is gone!

Both are in an unfathomable, all is in
an enormous dark

Drowned. O pity and indig | nation!
Manshape, that shone

Sheer off, disseveral, a star, | death
blots black out; nor mark

Is any of him at all so
stark

But vastness blurs and time | beats
level. Enough! the Resurrection,

A heart's-clarion! Away grief's
gasping, | joyless days, dejection.

Across my foundering
deck shone

A beacon, an eternal beam. | Flesh
fade, and mortal trash

Fall to the residuary worm; | world's
wildfire, leave but ash:

In a flash, at a
trumpet crash,

I am all at once what Christ is, | since
he was what I am, and

This Jack, joke, poor potsherd, | patch,
matchwood, immortal diamond,

Is immortal diamond.

A Carolingian pilgrimage:
the monastery of Müstair in

the Graubünden

Relatively few people are aware
of a Unesco World Heritage site
at the far east end of Switzerland,
close to the Italian and Austrian
borders: the monastery of St John
the Baptist in the Val Müstair.

In 744, Charlemagne was
crowned king in northern Italy.
On his way back towards
Germany through the Umbrail
pass (the highest pass in
Switzerland: remember this for a
future Swiss quiz!), he and his
retinue were caught in a storm but
escaped unharmed. As a gesture
of thanksgiving to God, he

founded the monastery on the
north side of the pass, in Müstair.

From then on, Benedictine sisters
have been praying and working
there. Today, nine sisters live in
Müstair. They work in the garden,
growing medicinal plants and
collecting seeds.

But the main reason for Müstair’s
fame is the Carolingian art, and
especially the frescoes;

the decapitation of St John the
Baptist being the central one in
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the choir, still in wonderful
condition after a mere 1200 years.

Charlemagne, here represented as
emperor with the orb and sceptre,
looks serious enough,

as does this rare wooden statue of
the Mother of God dating back to
1250.

On our way to Val Müstair,
Elizabeth and I visited the old
town of Chur, seat of the oldest
bishopric in Switzerland (451).

The Cathedral Church of the
Assumption is mainly from the
13th century, with many beautiful
capitals.

In 2020, they opened a small
underground museum housing
the treasure of the cathedral.
Apart from reliquaries (some of
them Carolingian) and other
splendid liturgical objects, the
museum shows on the second
floor 25 wall panels with images
of Death painted in 1543 after
wooden engravings by Hans
Holbein the Younger. The
paintings, in shades of grey,
originally formed a separating
wall in the bishop’s palace. In all
the panels, a skeleton
representing Death is seizing
various people like the pope, the
emperor, the bishop, the count et
al, reminding us that we are all
mortal (and all sinners!).
Amongst the 25 pictures, my
favourite is probably the nun
caught by Death while listening
to her lover playing the lute! But
the corrupt judge accepting a
bribe is not bad either…

As you have seen, we have
enjoyed our pilgrimage to the far
east of Switzerland, and we
certainly can recommend the trip!

Pierre Laravoire
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The Devil

Belief in the existence of an evil
being or devil is not an article of
the Christian faith! As Christians
we are nowhere asked to believe
in the existence of the devil.

I would like to suggest the
opposite is true. In my view belief
in the Devil is anti-Christian.

The idea of an evil being does not
exist in the Old Testament. God is
responsible for both good and evil
and that is what we should
believe.

It is true for instance that in the
very late wisdom literature in the
Old Testament there is mention of
a Satan or tempter but in this
context Satan is not an evil being
but an angel of God who is a
tempter. Satan in the Old
Testament is not an evil being but
a tempter. Even this may reflect
later ideas that came from the
exile.

Any attempt to link the serpent in
the Garden of Eden with Satan is
to read into the story something
that is not there (a very dangerous
practice) and to misunderstand
the nature of the story. The story
is there to answer the child’s
question as to why the snake
crawls along the ground and that
is all. It is similar in nature to the
story of the Tower of Babel.

It is true that the person of the
Devil as an evil being and belief
in the existence of devils does
appear in the synoptic gospels.
This presumably was due to
common beliefs at the time and I
have no doubt that Jesus took up
the belief from the pharisaic
teaching. However, we no longer
believe that sickness and disease
are caused by devils but rather by
germs and viruses and
psychological disorders as well as
inherited defects. I would suggest
that we cannot on the one hand

logically say that these disorders
were caused by devils in the New
Testament and yet not by devils
in today’s world. It is clear to me
that Jesus was using well tried
pharisaic methods to cure
psychosomatic disorders. A clue
to this is found in Mark 6.5 where
Jesus could not perform miracles
where people did not believe in
him.

If we ask where the Pharisees got
the idea of a Devil and devils
from if not from the Old
Testament, the answer I think is
to be found in the exile in
Babylon. There the Jews would
have come into contact with the
ideas of the Persian mystic
Zoroaster (621 BC to 551 BC)
who taught the existence of a
divine being ‘Ahura Mazda’ who
has an adversary called Angra
Mainyu – the originator of death
and all that is evil in the world. He
also taught about other evil
beings. These ideas obviously
caught on and they would have
been taught in the pharisaic
schools with which Jesus was
familiar (even if he did not
himself - as I believe – train in the
pharisaic schools as a Pharisee).

Clearly these ideas have died out
in general use over time but are
very familiar to us because of
their appearance in the New
Testament but we should not be
taken in by them.

As I said at the beginning, belief
in the devil is not an article of the
Christian faith.

Hubert Pettingell

Council report from our
Wardens

Since we last wrote, Canon
Daphne has of course
increasingly settled in and things
are approaching something like
normal, despite the continuing
pandemic. In line with the wishes
expressed by both the
congregation and Council, there
has been quite an emphasis on
families and young people; and
also on pastoral care and visiting.
Worship
There are one or two new things.
Monthly, on a Sunday afternoon,
a ‘Messy Church’ has been
introduced aimed at families with
younger children. We hope that
this will be helpful, not just for
our existing families, but for
others for whom a formal church
service is not so familiar or easy.
The all-age service is also now
back in church. Also new, thanks
mainly to Alan Amos, we are
providing a new on-line service
during the week on Wednesday
morning.

With sung evensong returning at
18h00 towards the end of August,
all our main services will be back
in the church, with the 10h30
service also still broadcast on
Zoom. We have even managed
some refreshments, starting with
a celebration on Swiss national
day, 1st August, which coincides
with Canon Daphne’s birthday.
Counter-intuitively, at least to
me, it has been mainly the older
members of our congregation
who have been keenest to return,
rivalled only by members of the
choir, who are coming back in
full force on Sundays and who led
sung matins on Thursday during
Canon Daphne’s absence.
Families have been tempted back
for the all-age service.
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A few new people have sought us
out already and with all the
children’s activities restarting at
the end of the month, we are
confident that our congregation
will return to something closer to
its normal diversity.

Council meetings
Ursula McGregor has replaced
Nicholas Hacking, who had
reached the end of his Council
term, as secretary. We have
welcomed our new member,
Michael Omumbwa, following in
the footsteps of other members of
his family.

Council introduced some new
procedures during the vacancy to
improve the running of the
meetings, making them both
shorter and more focused.
Following a note circulated by the
bishops, we nevertheless had a
further look and are introducing
some relatively minor additional
changes including a proposal for
a common database for all
Council papers and documents.

As part of the focus on young
people and at Canon Daphne’s
initiative a number of youngsters
visited Sarah French, wife of our
former chaplain, who works at A
Rocha and who helped them to
plant tomato plants. These are
now happily growing and we
hope will produce tomatoes in
time for our Harvest Fair.

Some of you may have noticed
stories from the UK about
increasing the number of lay
people involved in mission and
ministry. Switzerland has been
the diocesan pilot for an
initiative, Setting God’s People
Free or Everyday Faith, which
aims to support people and
develop their capacity to live out
and witness to their faith in all
parts of their life, as well as
increasing lay/clergy mutuality

and complementarity.
Chaplaincies across the
archdeaconry have been working
on this and produced a short
video of different things that they
have done, which Council
watched and discussed. By the
time you read this, you should
have been able to see an example
in the all-age service, which will
aim to make a link between
church and prayer and life at
school, for both children and
teachers. We hope to restart the
series of people talking about
their work, showing more clearly
how their faith affects their work.

Youth Ministry, along with
Safeguarding, are regular Council
items. Helen Liddle has now
fully taken over from Pierre
Laravoire as safeguarding officer.

Building Tomorrow
The Service des Monuments et
Sites replied to our submission of
plans for the church itself with
general approval, which is good
news and will allow us to restore
the stonework and fabric of the
church and greatly enhance its
appearance, in particular through
vastly improved lighting.
However, they also sent a list of
other requirements. We replied
resisting some of these, mainly in
the area of creating more flexible
space at the front (altar) and at the
back, but most of our requests
have been rejected. At the time of
writing, we are considering our
further response. Meanwhile, we
have received more detailed plans
for the lighting from a lighting
specialist based in Lyon and a
demonstration is planned in
August. We have also invited
Luke Hughes, a church furniture
specialist from the UK, to visit to
draw up plans and proposals for
the choir stalls. As a minimum,
this will involve replacing the
existing music book supports.

We have sufficient funding for
this phase and are confident that
funding will be forthcoming to
cover the additional costs of
phase 2. We have also been
delighted to receive a donation of
CHF100,000 from a private
donor in Geneva with former
close links to the church.

Finances
The figures as at the end of July
show a deficit of CHF 17,000,
compared with CHF 10,500 at
the same time last year. Pledges
are holding up very well and we
are most grateful to those who
have contributed. However, over
all, giving is CHF 16,000 lower
than at the same time last year.
Our rental income is starting to
return, but we remain very
dependent on your generosity.

Harvest Fair
We are running a two-day fair

over the weekend of 4th to 5th

September. This will have a
harvest theme with many of the
normal stalls, but also a plant
stall. Do please come and support
this and encourage your friends to
do so.

Mary Talbot

The editorial committee
wish to point out that any
opinions expressed in the

various articles appearing in
the Magazine are those of
the authors themselves and
not necessarily shared by
the committee. Reactions

and discussion by our
readers are encouraged and
any letters will gladly be

published!
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Remembering
Peter Howard Doble

(1947-2021)

Peter Doble spent his youth in
Hemyock (Devon). He studied
modern languages at
Nottingham University. For his
gap year he came to Geneva
where he worked as a foreign-
language assistant in one of the
Genevese collèges. Together with
two other English-language
teachers he produced and
recorded teaching material which
came to be widely used in the
collèges. No sooner had he
obtained his degree at the
University of Nottingham in 1969
than he accepted a full-time
teaching post at the Ecole de
Commerce (now Collège Nicolas
Bouvier) where he stayed until his
retirement. He loved introducing
students to the London theatres.
He even took students to matinées
so that they wouldn't miss more
than one day of school. As one of
his many qualities was empathy,
it is not surprising that he was
given the task of finding
temporary replacements for
teachers who were on sick leave.

Susan and I first met Peter and his
wife Marinette at a dinner party in
the mid 1970s. At the time he was

a member of the Scottish church,
but always came to the Advent
Carol Service at HTC and the
Christmas Nine Lessons and
Carols in the Cathédrale St Pierre.
About ten years ago he became a
regular member of HTC because
the traditional form of worship
appealed to him. He much
preferred the readings taken from
the King James Bible (1611) to
any later Bible version. He
regularly attended either the 9
o'clock service or more often
Evensong from then on. At this
point we realized what an
exceptional person he was.

Shortly after the beginning of his
retirement in 2012 he and I
planned a walking trip to the
Haut-Valais. Unfortunately it was
not to be as he had to undergo a
hernia operation which seriously
affected his ability to walk.
Despite countless operations,
there was no improvement. What
impressed us forcibly was that
despite his severe handicap, he
was in a good mood whenever we
met up. While he could still drive,
he always looked forward to
having 'filets de perche' at the
Café des Amis in Choulex . He
never complained and did not talk
about himself unless we inquired
about his state of health. At the
beginning of the pandemic we
arranged to ring each other up
once a week. We found that we
never ran out of topics of
conversation. We had many good
laughs as Peter had a great sense
of humour. In the last 6 months he
had the impression he was having
a new lease of life. He was
thrilled that he could have his car
converted to exclusively hand-
driving mode and successfully
passed another driving test. In
June he was ever so pleased to be
able to meet us again in Choulex.
He managed to regain some of his
mobility and was very optimistic

about the future – and said so
when we spoke to each other the
day before his sudden death.

Peter has left a big void in the
lives of those who have known
him. Our thoughts are with his
wife Marinette and Peter's family
in England.

Paul Kunz

.

Ceramic

The finely glazed garden pot
in which delicate greens were fused
together
fell and broke today, nudged by
our apologetic window-cleaner;
the colourful begonias it contained
lay undamaged, glistening in the
raindrops;
now I have picked it up and mended
it
not perfectly, but good enough;
and now I look at it and find it good
indeed;
and love it better than before
because I spent my time with it
handling it and mending it.

O Lord, look with mercy on my soul!

Alan Amos



AUTUMN 2021 NUMBER 11

10

Editorial committee:

Jane Brooks, Jenny Buffle, Rosie Buffle, Margaret Jacquard, Elizabeth Laravoire, Brenda Stewart

Please send letters or articles for inclusion in the Magazine to The Editor
either by regular post to

Jenny Buffle, 12 Chemin La Parisaz, 1291 Commugny or by email to jjbuffle@gmail.com

Deadline for receiving articles for the winter edition 11 November 2021

Church officers
Chaplain: Canon Daphne Green

chaplain@holytrinitygeneva.org
022 734 3817
079 945 0605

Music Director:Mark Charles
079 944 5175

Junior Choir
Director: Claire Charles

Church Jo Kitson
Wardens: 022 346 4872

Mary Talbot
022 736 0052

Verger: Christine Damary
022 774 2320

Sacristan: Gill Howie
022 733 83 72

Council Members: Carol Brown, Mark Charles,
Nicolas Dériaz, Mike Gunton (Treasurer), Gill Howie,
Aidan Liddle, Amy Martinez, Michael Omumbwa,
Rawsette Whyte, Aylwin Zabula

Archdeaconry Synod Representatives:
Clare Amos, Lameck Jaston, Ursula McGregor

Youth Ministry Armel Ayegnon
Coordinator: ayearmel@yahoo.fr

Safeguarding Helen Liddle
Officer: 079 937 48 90

safeguarding@holytrinitygeneva.org

*******
Church Office: Michèle Walker, Secretary

022 731 5155
admin@holytrinitygeneva.org
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri. 8h30 - 12h30

Church activities
Holy Trinity choir: practice Thursdays at 20h00

Mark Charles 079 944 5175

Junior choir: practice Sundays after the
10h30 service Claire Charles

Craft group: Fridays in the church hall
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