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Collect, Readings and Prayer List 
 

Collect 

O Almighty God, 

whose blessed Son called Matthew the tax collector 

to be an apostle and evangelist: 

give us grace to forsake the selfish pursuit of gain and the possessive love of 

riches 

that we may follow in the way of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 



For the Epistle      Ecclesiasticus 5:4-12 

When you make a vow to God, do not delay fulfilling it; for he has no pleasure in 

fools. Fulfil what you vow. It is better that you should not vow than that you 

should vow and not fulfil it. Do not let your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say 

before the messenger that it was a mistake; why should God be angry at your 

words, and destroy the work of your hands? 

With many dreams come vanities and a multitude of words; but fear God. 

If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice 

and right, do not be amazed at the matter; for the high official is watched by a 

higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. But all things considered, this 

is an advantage for a land: a king for a ploughed field. 

The lover of money will not be satisfied with money; nor the lover of wealth, with 

gain. This also is vanity. 

When goods increase, those who eat them increase; and what gain has their owner 

but to see them with his eyes? 

Sweet is the sleep of labourers, whether they eat little or much; but the surfeit 

of the rich will not let them sleep. 

 

Gospel  Matthew 19:16-30 

Then someone came to him and said, ‘Teacher, what good deed must I do to have 

eternal life?’ And he said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is good? There 

is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the 

commandments.’ He said to him, ‘Which ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You shall not 

murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 

false witness; Honour your father and mother; also, You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.’ The young man said to him, ‘I have kept all these; what 

do I still lack?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 

possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; then come, follow me.’ When the young man heard this word, he went 

away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich 

person to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 

kingdom of God.’ When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded 

and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For 

mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.’ 

Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. What 

then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all 

things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have 

followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 



mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and 

will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be 

first. 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord   

Praise be to thee, O Christ    

 

Prayer List  

For the sick and those caring for them, especially Michelle Naud, Joan Wilson, 

Isobel Cleobury, Douglas Smith, Sue Lloyd, Nathan Zabula, Maya Mortimer, 

Chakravarthi Raghavan, David Robinson, Rosabelle de Silva, José Martinez, 

François Dériaz, Marianne Wheatley, Silvio Morson, Anna Porraccin, John Taylor, 

Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, 

Emmanuel Palmer, Lorensz Ranasinghe. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


