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Holy Trinity Geneva  

Seventeenth SUNDAY after 

TRINITY 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
09h00 - 26th September  

 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING – WELCOME 
We stand 
 

HYMN          NEH 261  
To thee, O Lord, our hearts we raise 

In hymns of adoration; 

To thee bring sacrifice of praise 

With shouts of exultation. 

Bright robes of gold the fields adorn, 

The hills with joy are ringing, 

The valleys stand so thick with corn 

That even they are singing. 
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And now, on this our festal day, 

Thy bounteous hand confessing, 

Upon thine altar, Lord, we lay 

The first-fruits of thy blessing; 

By thee the souls of men are fed 

With gifts of grace supernal; 

Thou who dost give us daily bread, 

Give us the bread eternal. 
 

O blessèd is that land of God, 

Where saints abide for ever; 

Where golden fields spread fair and broad, 

Where flows the crystal river: 

The strains of all its holy throng 

With ours today are blending; 

Thrice blessèd is that harvest-song 

Which never hath an ending. 
 

Preparation 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, the riches of the sea and the 

rhythm of the seasons; as we thank you for the harvest, may we cherish and 

respect this planet and its peoples, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION, ABSOLUTION 
We sit or kneel 

Invitation 
We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s 

creation. 
 

Confession 
God our Father, we are sorry for the times when we have used your gifts 

carelessly, and acted ungratefully.   

Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us. 
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We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given 

them to us. 

Father, in your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us. 
 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry. 

Father, in your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us. 
 

We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made. 

Father, in your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us. 
 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven. 

Father, in your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us. 
 

Absolution 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you 

in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

GLORIA 

We stand       

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 

you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 

away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 

hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 

Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.   
 

COLLECT 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness and you give us the fruits of 

the earth in their season: grant that we may use them to your glory, for the relief 

of those in need and for our own well-being; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  Amen. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Lesson       Joel 2.21-27  

We sit 
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! 
22 Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are 

green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
23 O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; 

for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you 

abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 
24 The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine 

and oil. 
25 I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, 

the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. 
26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your 

God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put 

to shame. 
27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your 

God and there is no other.  And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 126 
1    When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,   

then were we like those who dream. 

2    Then was our mouth filled with laughter   

and our tongue with songs of joy. 

3    Then said they among the nations,   

‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 

4    The Lord has indeed done great things for us,   

and therefore we rejoiced. 

5    Restore again our fortunes, O Lord,   

as the river beds of the desert. 

6    Those who sow in tears   

shall reap with songs of joy. 

7    Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed,   

will come back with shouts of joy, bearing their sheaves with them. 
 

Epistle       1 Timothy 2.1-7 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings should be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high 

positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 

dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 4who 

desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For 

there is one God; 
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   there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

Christ Jesus, himself human, 
6   who gave himself a ransom for all 

—this was attested at the right time. 7For this I was appointed a herald and an 

apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 

and truth. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 
We stand 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord.           
Matthew 6.25-33 

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 

will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 

the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow 

nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 

you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single 

hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the 

lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes 

the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 

will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, 

saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we 

wear?” 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 

heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 

well. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon - Canon Daphne Green 
We sit 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
We stand 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
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begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made.   

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from 

the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried.   

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
We sit or kneel  
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
 

Conclusion 

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

The Peace and the Offertory 
We stand   
God is love and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Reflective music 
 

The table is prepared. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
We stand 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your 

living Word, through whom you have created all things; who was sent by you in 

your great goodness to be our Saviour.   

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed 

Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he opened wide his arms for us 

on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection 

by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.  
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 

proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Sanctus & Benedictus     

Holy, holy, holy Lord 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may 

be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who in the same night that 

he was betrayed took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.   
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to 

them saying: Drink this all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.   
 

Jesus Christ is Lord: 

Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. You are the 

Saviour of the world.   
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made 

once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and 
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glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial 

of our redemption.  As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us 

worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  Send the Holy Spirit on your 

people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one 

cup, so that we, in the company of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for 

ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom and with whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.  

Amen.   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
We sit or kneel 

Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many we are one body, because we all share in the one 

bread. 
 

Agnus Dei  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 
 

The congregation remain in their places as the priest brings the Communion.  

Those who wish to receive, please STAND with outstretched hand to indicate 

this.  Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, Communion will be in one kind only, bread.  

Everyone in the church is welcome to receive Communion.   
 

Draw near with faith. Receive the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he 

gave for you and his Blood which he shed for you.  Remember that he died 

for you and feed on him in your heart with thanksgiving.   
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THE CONCLUSION 
We sit  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in 

creation and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: by your 

grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us and make us generous 

and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ our Lord..  

Amen. 
 

Notices 
 

HYMN                NEH 636 
We stand 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not, 

As thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided - 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2 Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 
 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

Blessing  
May God, who clothes the lilies of the field and feeds the birds of the air,  

who leads the lambs to pasture and the deer to water, 

 who multiplied loaves and fishes, and changed water into wine,  

lead us and feed us,  

and change us to reflect the glory of our Creator 

 now and through all eternity, 

 and the blessing of God,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 be with you now and for ever.  Amen 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Music after the service – Böllmann: Suite Gothique, Op.25 Introduction 

choral 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests    

For the sick and those caring for them, especially Michelle Naud, Isobel Cleobury, 

Douglas Smith, Sue Lloyd, Nathan Zabula, Maya Mortimer, Chakravarthi Raghavan, 

David Robinson, Rosabelle de Silva, José Martinez, François Dériaz, Marianne 

Wheatley, Silvio Morson, Anna Porraccin, John Taylor, Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, 

Rémy Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, Emmanuel Palmer, Lorensz Ranasinghe. 
 

Pray for the Church of Sweden.   
 

Pray for the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople (Turkey), for Patriarch 

Bartholomew and the autocephalous Orthodox Churches and their leaders.  
 

Pray for threatened Syrian Orthodox communities in Turkey and for persecuted 

Christians of all communities in the Muslim world.  
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Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from 

your hand. 

(1 Chronicles 29:14) 
   

Giving – Holy Trinity Geneva 

A collection will be taken during the Offertory 
https://holytrinitygeneva.org/appeals/giving-online_donation/ 
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