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Our new Chaplain 

 
After a long interregnum which 
has been sympathetically 
managed through internet 
ministry we are delighted to 
announce that the Revd. Canon 
Dr. Daphne Green has agreed to 
accept the position as our 
Chaplain and is planning to 
arrive immediately after Easter 
during the week of 5th April. 
 
Canon Daphne comes to us from 
her post as Chaplain and 
Researcher to the Archbishop of 
York and brings with her a wealth 
of experience both from that 
position and from previous posts 
both within the church and 
outside. 
 
Canon Daphne writes: 
 
Greetings! I can’t tell you how 
much I am looking forward to 
meeting you all when I arrive in 
Geneva in April.  While it is still 
a little time away, suddenly my 
departure  date  from  the  UK is  

 
now drawing nearer and I am 
increasingly aware of the hundred 
and one things I need to arrange 
before I leave! 
 
As I am sure is the case with you, 
the last few months have been 
challenging here because of 
Covid and the subsequent 
lockdowns we have had including 
our present one. It has also been a 
time of sadness because of the 
high level of deaths and the sense 
of loss in so many areas of our 
lives.  But things are starting to 
change and we are glimpsing 
signs of hope with reducing 
infection rates, the roll-out of the 
vaccination programme, slightly 
lighter days and the first 
snowdrops heralding the arrival 
of spring.  
 
I thought it might be helpful to 
tell you a little about myself.  I 
was born near Salisbury in the 
UK and was brought up in the 
centre of London with my two 
elder brothers. After four years at 
Cambridge University studying 
history and theology, I spent a 
year teaching at an international 
school in Mussoorie in India in 
the foothills of the Himalayas.  It 
was a wonderful experience and 
my first real encounter with other 
faiths. 
 
After India, I worked in 
publishing, first spending two 
years with the theological 
publishers SCM Press. This was 
followed by four exciting years 
working for  Collins  Publishers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

who were developing a list of 
English as a Foreign Language. I 
was responsible for promoting 
and marketing their books 
throughout Europe, the Middle 
East and South America. 
 
I got married in 1985 and moved 
to Leeds in Yorkshire where I set 
up my own publishing business, 
producing English language 
teaching books for European 
publishers.  Whilst I was still in 
London, I had trained as Reader. 
I was licensed in Leeds and I 
spent ten very happy years 
ministering as a Reader in a 
church in Leeds.  Our two 
daughters Olivia and Caroline 
were born there, the cause of 
great joy. 
 

 
Holy Trinity Geneva 

Magazine 

 
In this issue 

 
Our new Chaplain 

 
On relearning languages 

 
The Gospel of Mark – 
reflections continued 

 
The Douay/Rheims Bible 

 
Margery Kempe – a book 

review 
 

Council Report 
 

R.I.P. Clarissa Starey 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPRING 2021  NUMBER 9 
 

 2 

My late husband had started 
training for the ministry and I too 
experienced a call and started 
training as well. I was ordained 
Deacon in 1998 and then priested 
in 1999, serving my curacy in 
Headingley, Leeds – famous for 
its Cricket ground and also two 
universities nearby.  During my 
curacy there, I also served as a 
part-time chaplain at Leeds 
Metropolitan University and 
really enjoyed my ministry with 
the students and staff. 
 
In 2005, I moved to become 
Rector of Stanningley Parish in 
West Leeds where I was 
responsible for two churches. 
One of these, St Thomas, was a 
listed Victorian church and the 
other, Christ the Saviour, had 
been built in the 1950s on what 
had been a field of rhubarb 
(Yorkshire is famous for its 
rhubarb!). 
 
My husband sadly died in 2007 
and a year later, I moved to take 
up my current post as Chaplain 
and Researcher to the then 
Archbishop of York, John 
Sentamu.  I have spent twelve 
incredibly varied and rich years 
working with him and recently, 
following his retirement, with the 
new Archbishop of York, 
Stephen Cottrell. 
 
Now as I look ahead to the future, 
I am excited at this new stage of 
my life and ministry. I have only 
visited Geneva once before, ten 
years ago, for a conference so it 
will be really good to get to know 
the city as well as exploring other 
parts of Switzerland. 
 
Whilst it is quite a challenge to 
pack up here and make all the 
preparations in lockdown, I am 
inspired and encouraged by the 
prospect of all that lies ahead.  It 
will be wonderful to be with you 
and I am so looking forward to 

working with you to discern 
God’s purpose and His vision for 
us both in these months after 
Covid and in the years ahead.  
 
I am tremendously grateful to all 
those who have and are working 
so hard to provide not only 
inspiring worship at Holy Trinity 
during the vacancy, but also to 
maintain and develop so many 
other areas of parish life as well.  
In the meantime, may God bless 
you all richly.  I am holding you 
in my prayers until we meet. 
 
Daphne    
The Revd. Canon Dr. Daphne 
Green  

From our Northern 
Correspondent … on 
relearning languages 

 
It may seem quite high risk to 
write about languages for people 
living in a country with three 
official and a few unofficial 
languages!  But there are more 
kinds of language than the purely 
verbal ones.   
 
Neuroscientists and anthro-
pologists now believe that before 
we humans spoke to one another, 
we sang to each other.  Or 
perhaps whistled or hummed or 
made some other kind of music.  
Words and language skills came 
later in our development and are 
largely under the control and 
domain of the left hemisphere of 
our brain – where is sited the 
analytic, ordering and 
manipulative side of our being.  
Which might explain a great deal 
about how and why 
disagreements between people 
and, indeed, nations arise, here in 
the realm of verbalized ideas. 

That said, it seems as if music 
came before speech and from the 
right hemisphere of our brains, 
the side which is concerned less 
with ordering and manipulative 
activity and more with bringing 
together, having a full 
perspective.  The right brain is 
concerned less with analysis and 
more with synthesis.   
 
And there is no doubt that music 
brings together.  It brings people 
together through the sharing of 
emotion, or at least when we are 
not merely passive listeners but 
involved intimately in the 
production of music as when it 
becomes a part of the language of 
worship in the Church’s liturgy.  
Then, as the controversial 
neurologist and naturalist Oliver 
Sacks wrote, a collective 
excitement and bonding [is 
brought about by] music. In such 
a situation, there seems to be an 
actual binding of nervous 
systems. 
  
As I write this piece, we are about 
to enter a second year of 
lockdown caused by COVID-19 
and its mutant strains.  None of us 
knows when anything like normal 
life will resume, except that it will 
at some point.  And when it does 
resume, we shall have to relearn 
our languages in many different 
ways.  We have to relearn the 
language of worship, which can 
never be expressed in prose.  
Prose evolved after poetry (which 
is another right brain 
phenomenon) and was described 
as ‘pedestrian words’ (prose) 
rather than ‘dancing words’ 
(poetry).  A reminder, if we need 
it, that prosaic liturgy is an 
impoverishment and misleading.  
Poetry has the power to bring 
together opposites and unite the 
diverse.  Nor may worship be 
achieved by watching a computer 
screen, no matter how helpful 
such means are in the times when 
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other ways of worship are 
forbidden (as here in Scotland) or 
discouraged as is the case south 
of the border and elsewhere.  The 
languages of worship are not 
primarily verbal – music is 
essential not peripheral.  As are 
gesture and ritual, movement of 
our bodies, the tasting on our 
tongues of the Sacramental 
elements, the splashing of water 
on our bodies, the soothing balm 
of oil in our illness, the lighting of 
candles, our marking with ash as 
reminder of mortality, a hug at the 
Peace as we rejoice that Christ 
makes us one – these things are 
the languages in which God 
speaks to us and in which we 
commune with God.   As such 
they are the indispensable 
languages of worship.   
 
Perhaps, when we finally return 
to sacramental worship in our 
church buildings, we shall be 
surprised by joy as we rediscover 
them.  Let us hope that will be the 
case.  But there will be much to 
re-learn and re-discover.  Sadly, 
we live in an age where the power 
of words and prosaic speech, of 
argument and reason hold sway 
over the contemplative 
speechless awe.  A world where, 
in the words of the Scottish poet 
Edwin Muir, the fleshless word 
will bring us down.  Muir had a 
difficult time as he grew up – not 
helped by the bleak Calvinism he 
encountered in his early Church 
life where the word ‘God’ seemed 
to him more of a threat than 
expressive of the Love at the 
heart of all that is.  He came to a 
fuller faith after a religious 
experience in 1939 at St 
Andrews, and his poem The 
Incarnate One comes from an 
even later period of his life, which 
had been coloured by suffering 
and enriched through his contact 
with European culture, confused 
as this was in the inter-war period 

and by the Second World 
War and its aftermaths.   
 
Soon we shall enter Lent 
and again it appears it will 
be a Lent-in-Lockdown, 
which is something of a 
tautology!  Lockdown 
imposes a kind of 
continual Lent, but before 
getting too depressed 
about it, at best, Lent is a 
time for clarity of vision.  
A time when we allow the 
mist and fog of our 
fantasies and confusions 
to be blown away from 
our inner eye.  Again, as I 
write, tonight the Royal 
Astronomical Society is 
encouraging people in the 
UK to look into the skies 
and see how many stars 
they can count in the 
Orion Constellation.  It’s 
thought that less light and 
atmospheric pollution 
during the pandemic has 
resulted in our being able 
to see more.  Certainly, 
there have been some 
environmental benefits to 
travel restrictions, no 
matter how frustrating 
they are for some of us.  
Lent is a time when we 
relinquish something, not 
because it is bad but 
precisely because it is 
good and we want to offer 
a sign of our love towards 
God, in turn to help us see 
more clearly.  To see 
ourselves and in awe to 
adore the wonder of God’s 
love and forgiveness, and 
the staggering beauty of 
God’s creation in which 
we share.  
 
A creative love and providence 
above all declared in the Word 
made Flesh.   
 
 

 

 
The Incarnate One – Edwin Muir 

 
The windless northern surge, the sea-gull's 

scream, 
And Calvin's kirk crowning the barren brae. 

I think of Giotto the Tuscan shepherd's dream, 
Christ, man and creature in their inner day. 

How could our race betray 
The Image, and the Incarnate One unmake 

Who chose this form and fashion for our sake? 
 

The Word made flesh here is made word again 
A word made word in flourish and arrogant 

crook. 
See there King Calvin with his iron pen, 
And God three angry letters in a book, 

And there the logical hook 
On which the Mystery is impaled and bent 

Into an ideological argument. 
 

There's better gospel in man's natural tongue, 
And truer sight was theirs outside the Law 
Who saw the far side of the Cross among 
The archaic peoples in their ancient awe, 

In ignorant wonder saw 
The wooden cross-tree on the bare hillside, 
Not knowing that there a God suffered and 

died. 
 

The fleshless word, growing, will bring us 
down, 

Pagan and Christian man alike will fall, 
The auguries say, the white and black and 

brown, 
The merry and the sad, theorist, lover, all 

Invisibly will fall: 
Abstract calamity, save for those who can 

Build their cold empire on the abstract man. 
 

A soft breeze stirs and all my thoughts are 
blown 

Far out to sea and lost. Yet I know well 
The bloodless word will battle for its own 

Invisibly in brain and nerve and cell. 
The generations tell 

Their personal tale: the One has far to go 
Past the mirages and the murdering snow. 
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On the Way 
Further reflections by Clare 

Amos on the gospel of St. Mark 
 
This is the second of what will be 
three short articles on the Gospel 
of Mark. The first article, 
exploring the opening chapters of 
the Gospel, was published in the 
Winter issue of the Holy Trinity 
magazine, this second article 
looks at the middle section in 
which Jesus and his disciples 
explore what it means to be ‘on 
the way’. There will be a final 
article for the Summer issue of 
the magazine which will look at 
Mark’s reflection on the passion 
and resurrection of Jesus. The 
three articles build on each other. 
In my first article on the Gospel 
of Mark, I looked mainly at the 
first half of this Gospel, up till the 
end of chapter 8. In that section of 
the Gospel the question, ‘Who is 
Jesus?’ is being explored by the 
Gospel writer, sometimes 
dramatically (‘Who then is this 
that wind and sea obey him?’) at 
other times slowly and painfully, 
as the Gospel seems to focus on 
the disciples’ obtuse lack of 
comprehension. Over the years I 
have become interested to 
discover which Gospel passages 
do NOT feature in our Sunday 
Gospel lectionary. One such is 
Mark 8.14-21, a passage which I 
sometimes describe as ‘Jesus 
losing his rag over the stupidity of 
his disciples.’    Presumably it 
does not appear in the Sunday 
lectionary because the lectionary-
compilers thought it would be 
difficult for us church goers to 
cope with such a clearly irritated 
Jesus. ‘Jesus said to them, ‘Why 
are you talking about having no 
bread? Do you still not perceive 
or understand? Are your hearts 
hardened? Do you have eyes and 
fail to see? … Do you not yet 
understand?’ (8.17-18, 21).  It is 
strong language – ‘hardened 

hearts’ is a description that the 
Old Testament uses for Pharaoh 
in Egypt at the time of the 
Exodus, while the comment 
about the disciples having ‘eyes 
and fail[ing] to see’ clearly 
reflects Jesus’ earlier remarks 
during the telling of the Parable 
of the Sower (4.12), only there it 
was the ‘outsiders’, not Jesus’ 
close disciples, who were 
described in such terms.   
 
All the same it is a pity that these 
verses do not appear in the main 
Sunday lectionary, because in 
reality, they, and especially the 
cryptic remark about the ‘one 
loaf’ (Mark 8.14) in the boat with 
the disciples, provide a 
significant clue to the ‘mystery’ 
at the heart of Mark’s Gospel.  
 
Somehow, however, the 
‘fierceness’ of these verses seems 
to help the necessary 
breakthrough in the 
understanding of Peter and his 
fellow disciples. At any rate the 
passage is followed by three 
episodes which seem to reflect 
‘illumination’. First Jesus’ 
healing of a blind man at 
Bethsaida; secondly the ‘spiritual 
sight’ which dawns upon Peter as 
he realises and exclaims, ‘You 
are the Messiah’, and finally the 
external confirmation of the 
illumination through the light 
which shines out so brightly 
during Jesus’ transfiguration on 
the mountain.  
 
The answer to that question ‘Who 
is Jesus?’ seems to solve the first 
half of the mystery that Mark set 
before us in chapter 4, ‘To you is 
given the mystery of the kingdom 
of God’, but it also opens up the 
second half of the mystery – 
which is what the rest of the 
Gospel will be exploring, ‘What 
does this mean for Jesus, and for 
Jesus’ disciples?’  

It is clearly not what Peter 
expected, or wanted!  Because 
Jesus’ response to Peter’s blurted 
realization is to say, ‘The Son of 
Man must undergo great 
suffering and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again.’ (Mark 
8.31). Not only does Jesus speak 
about suffering, rather than 
triumph, but he introduces a 
cryptic title ‘Son of Man’ that 
will be repeated again and again 
in the coming chapters. Who is 
this ‘Son of Man’ and why does 
Jesus use this term in this way?  
 
I believe that when Jesus, 
especially in the Gospel of Mark, 
refers to ‘the Son of Man’ in this 
rather cryptic ‘third person’ way, 
he does so to indicate that – 
potentially at least – it is a ‘role’ 
that has to be ‘played’ by others, 
as well as himself. There has been 
a very great deal written about the 
Old Testament background to the 
New Testament title ‘Son of 
Man’, and I would agree with 
those who say that the description 
in Daniel 7.13 of ‘one like a son 
of man’, who first suffers at the 
hands of oppressive powers, but 
then is promised vindication, 
must be part of the background to 
the way that the Synoptic Gospels 
use this expression. However, 
ultimately, I feel it is also 
important not to forget that in 
Hebrew idiom the expression 
‘son of…’ means ‘one of a group 
of…’, and so the expression ‘son 
of man’ effectively means ‘a 
human being’. You can clearly 
see it used in this way in Psalm 8 
where the Authorised Version 
makes clear the parallelism 
between ‘man’ and ‘son of man’, 
‘What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? and the son of 
man, that thou visitest him?’ 
(Psalm 8.4)  
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I would therefore want to suggest 
that the repeated use of this 
expression, especially in these 
middle chapters of the Gospel, is 
intended as an invitation – or 
summons? – to Peter and the 
other disciples to become part of 
this new humanity that Jesus was 
inaugurating, to ‘share’ in the 
suffering, so that they can also 
share in the vindication. I don’t 
think it is an accident that the 
account of the transfiguration 
(which comes at the very middle 
of Mark’s Gospel, 9.2-8) reads in 
some ways like a story of new 
creation, the birth of a new 
humanity inaugurated in the 
person of Jesus – whose ‘ripples’ 
are intended to spread outwards 
until they encompass the entire 
creation. (The blue circle that 
surrounds the figure of Jesus in 
Orthodox icons of the 
transfiguration is intended to 
represent this.) It is also these  

 
'Icon of Theophanes the Greek 

depicting the transfiguration of Christ. 
 
 
middle chapters of the Gospel 
where the word ‘way’ (that we 
noted in my previous article) 
appears most frequently – setting 
out the appropriate (or not) way 
that the disciples should behave. 
e.g. Jesus asked them, ‘What 

were you arguing about on the 
way? But they were silent, for on 
the way they had argued with one 
another about who was the 
greatest’ (Mark 9.33-34) 
 
And just as the chapters leading 
up to Peter’s affirmation of faith 
(8.29) were marked by a pattern 
which emphasised the difficulties 
of the ‘journey’ (physical and 
spiritual) that the disciples were 
making with Jesus, so too these 
present chapters are also marked 
with a repeated pattern.  It is what 
I sometimes call the ‘one step 
forward two steps back’ 
sequence. First the disciples are 
the recipients of a difficult ‘new 
learning’ (8.29; 9.29;10.23ff). 
This is followed by a saying 
about the ‘Son of Man (8.31ff; 
9.30-31; 10.32-34). But next the 
disciples make a major ‘howler’ 
and fall back to earth with a bump 
(Peter rebuking Jesus, 8.32; who 
is the greatest? 9.34; James and 
John asking for the best seats in 
heaven 10.35ff). Finally, there is 
a short explanatory comment by 
Jesus (8.34ff; 9.35ff; 10.45) 
These repeated movements 
emphasise the slow progress the 
disciples are making as they 
struggle along in the wake of 
Jesus as he strides onwards 
towards Jerusalem and what 
awaits him there.  
 
Another of the passages that does 
not appear in the Common 
Worship Sunday lectionary is 
Mark 10.32-34, the third of Jesus’ 
passion predictions. Frankly I 
find its absence totally bizarre – 
not least because the verses 
immediately before and after the 
passage do appear, and it would 
have been easy to extend one of 
these passages to include it. In 
this case I cannot work out why 
the lectionary compilers omitted 
it. It has a numinous quality that 
is extraordinarily powerful, and 
its first verse, which I quote, is in 

fact one of the essential ‘keys’ to 
enable us to read Mark’s Gospel. 
‘They were on the road (way, 
odos), going up to Jerusalem, and 
Jesus was walking ahead of them; 
they were amazed, and those who 
followed were afraid.’ (10.32). 
This verse is in my view one of 
the passages that enable us to 
grasp the whole meaning of the 
Gospel of Mark, though this 
particular key and lock will not be 
opened until the very ending of 
the Gospel.  

To be continued…  
 
Clare Amos 
 
 
Jesus, fellow traveller and friend, 
you step out boldly on your 
journey, 
chiding our fickleness and fear. 
 
As you mark out the road ahead, 
consecrate us as your 
companions, 
so that we keep you in our sight, 
as our pattern and guide. 
 
Teach us to tread your path of 
service, 
granting us courage to follow 
you, 
even to the foot of the cross, 
to the place where, in pain, 
the glory of your way is 
revealed. 
 
[draws particularly on Mark 
10:32-34] 
	
	
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A motto for tough times: 

 
“Tomorrow  

will be  
a good day.” 

 
Captain Sir Tom Moore 
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The Douay-Rheims Bible 

In common with many people I 
imagine, I was surprised at the 
size and obvious age of the 
leather-bound Bible that was used 
when President Joe Biden took 
the oath of office at his 
inauguration ceremony.  
Watching the French TV news 
the following morning, I heard 
that it was the Douai-Reims or 
Douay-Rheims Bible and was 
somewhat intrigued by the 
thought that an American 
President-elect might own a 
French language family Bible. 
Searching around for an 
explanation, I discovered that its 
origins went back to the 
tumultuous times of the 16th 
century. 

Rather than suffer persecution as 
a result of the Reformation in 
England, a number of Catholics 
went into exile in Europe.  The 
University of Douay, founded 
under the patronage of Philip II of 
Spain in the mid-1550s, was 
gaining a reputation for its 
scholarly activities throughout 
Europe.  It was here that William 
Allen (later Cardinal Allen), 
formerly of Queen’s College 
Oxford and Canon of York, 
founded the English College in 
1568.  Its main purpose was to 
train priests to convert the 
English back to Catholicism and 
it was an important centre for 
Catholic scholarship. 

So it was that a handful of the 
scholars in residence set about 
translating the Bible into English 
from the Latin Vulgate.  The 
volume containing the New 
Testament with an extensive 
commentary and notes was 
published in Rheims in 1582 and 
the Old Testament was published 
in two volumes by the University 
of Douai in 1609 and 1610. Since 
it was a recent translation, the 

Rheims New Testament initially 
had an influence on the 
translators of the King James 
version but the Rheims version 
soon ceased to be of interest to the 
Anglican church.  

Title page of the 1582 Rheims New 
Testament, transcribed into modern 
English "specially for the discovery of 

the corruptions of divers late 
translations, and for clearing the 

controversies in religion." 
 
The translators’ religious and 
scholarly adherence to the Latin 
Vulgate resulted in a rather 
inelegant text.*  In some 
instances where no English word 
conveyed the full meaning of the 
Latin, a Latin word was 
anglicized and its meaning 
defined in a glossary. As 
explained by Daniell in his book, 
The Bible in English, the result of 
going from Hebrew to Greek to 
Latin to English is that ‘where the 
Latin itself has already lost the 
sense, the English baffles 
understanding’ 
 
Thus in 1749, Dr. Richard 
Challoner, an English bishop, 
began a major revision of the 
Douay-Rheims Catholic Bible 
and accompanying texts, the 
spellings and phrasing of which 

had become increasingly archaic 
in the almost two centuries since 
the translations were first 
produced.  This undertaking 
lasted almost 30 years. 

George Leo Haydock, a Catholic 
priest and biblical scholar, re-
edited the Douay-Rheims Bible 
in 1811 and it is his edition with 
extended commentary (still 
considered to be among the most 
authoritative in the English-
speaking world) that appears to 
have been in Joe Biden’s family 
since 1893.  The reason his Bible 
is so large is that most Haydock 
editions include introductory 
essays, extensive illustrations, 
glossaries, biographies of the 
Popes, pages for recording the 
dates of births, deaths, baptisms, 
marriages and priestly 
ordinations. 

Haydock editions of the Douay 
Bible would remain the most 
common among English-
speaking Catholics in both the 
United States and the British 
Empire until the 1940s, when the 
updated so-called Confraternity 
edition was published. 

John F. Kennedy, also a Catholic, 
is the only other President to have 
sworn the oath of office on a 
Douay-Rheims Bible. 

Brenda Stewart  

Bibl.                   
Biblestudytools.com,      
Wikipedia,                               
Matthew Walther, The Week 

* Some of the passages in the 
original Douay-Rheims Bible were 
needlessly obscure. As an extreme 
example, Ephesians 6:12 read, 
“For our wrestling is not against 
flesh and bloud: but against Princes 
and Potestats, against the rectors of 
the world of this dankness, against 
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the spirituals of wickedness in the 
celestials.” ccwatershed.org.   or                            

Phil., ii, 10, "In the name of Jesus, 
every knee bow of the celestials, 
terrestrials and infernals". 
newadvent.org.                                                                         
or even 

Psalm 57 :10 ‘Before your thorns 
did understand the old briar: as 
living so in wrath he swalloweth 
them.’  

The Book of Margery 
Kempe.                       

Translated by Barry Windeatt 
Penguin Classics 

 
There was once a young woman 
who, after a severe attack of post-
natal illness, woke to find Jesus 
sitting on the side of her bed; a 
very handsome young man 
dressed in purple. He spoke 
kindly to her and then vanished 
through the ceiling.  For the rest 
of her life he kept in close touch 
with this woman, encouraging 
her and giving her many signs of 
special favour, and in her old age 
the woman told the story of her 
life to a man who wrote it down. 
 
This is the origin of the Book of 
Margery Kempe; the earliest 
autobiography in English, and 
also probably the first life story 
“as told to…”. It was not a simple 
matter: the man who wrote the 
first draft died and his manuscript 
was found to be illegible. There 
were problems finding someone 
willing to decipher and rewrite it. 
Margery was, after all, 
considered an eccentric rather 
than a saint at best, and possibly a 
heretic at worst. However, she 
persevered and finally managed 
to find a priest who would write 
her life down properly. 

The result is this fascinating 
narrative, which was only 
discovered in 1934, nearly 500 
years later. A woman talks to us 
over all those years, and tells us 
the story of her extraordinary life 
just as it occurs to her. She keeps 
more or less to chronological 
order, but skips back and forth in 
time as she remembers things. 
The story has been only slightly 
edited, and her voice and 
personality come across very 
strongly. It is easy to imagine her 
scribe too: prompting her, asking 
her to explain, putting her back on 
the track or drawing her out. Her 
illiteracy is no great handicap 
either, as it resulted in a 
wonderfully accurate memory for 
exact speech and detail, as well 
for the many books that Margery 
had read to her. 

She was born in 1373 in King’s 
Lynn into a good family. Her 
father was mayor of the town five 
times. In 1393 she married John 
Kempe, who was some years 
older than she but equally well off 
financially and socially. They had 
fourteen children, of whom only 
the eldest son is ever mentioned. 
 
It was after the birth of her first 
child and the failure of two 
business ventures that Margery 
decided to devote herself to 
prayer and the religious life. She 
was quite a character. Endearing 
from this distance, she must have 
been very trying at times to live 
with. Far from discreet in her 

spirituality, her fervour led her to 
weep loudly in church, to cry out, 
howl and roll upon the ground. 
Although her husband stuck by 
her loyally, travelling 
companions tended to drop her 
acquaintance as quickly as 
possible, and the poor woman 
never could imagine why! 
 
She travelled widely, and mostly 
alone: all over England, 
occasionally being imprisoned 
for suspected heresy, then to 
Jerusalem, Rome, Assisi and 
Santiago de Compostela. When 
well over sixty she accompanied 
her widowed daughter-in-law 
home to Danzig in Prussia, and 
had to return to England 
practically on foot. And it is the 
tales of her travels and the people 
she met (especially her visit with 
Julian of Norwich) which make 
her book so very interesting. 
What a picture it gives of early 
15th-Century life! A wealth of 
homely details remains in the  
memory: John Kempe warm and 
amorous after a picnic by the 
roadside, a jailer’s wife climbing 
a ladder to pass Margery a jug of 
wine through the window, the 
man who tried to steal her sheets 
on the boat from Venice; the book 
abounds with them. 
 
It is easy for us now to label her 
as a hysteric, but at the time she 
was considered definitely holy, if 
a bit strange. Her mystical 
experiences may strike us as 
naïve and even funny, but the 
sincerity of her piety is 
unquestionable; she was truly 
trying to live as she believed that 
Christ wanted her to. “You must 
cleave as fast to me,” he said to 
her, “as the skin of a stockfish 
sticks to a man’s hand when it is 
boiled.”  So should we all. 
 
Frances Favre 
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Council Report 
 
New Chaplain 
We are awaiting the arrival of our 
new Chaplain, Canon Dr Daphne 
Green, with thankful anticipation.  
A separate article gives further 
details about her, but she is 
scheduled to arrive in Geneva on 
6th April and her licensing, which 
is likely to be partly in person and 
partly online, is planned for the 
afternoon of Saturday, 17th April.  
The extent to which we can return 
to church services and how we 
can retain the best of what we 
have experienced online are all 
things still to be planned 
depending on the various Covid-
19 restrictions.   
 
Au revoir to our locums 
Canon Daphne’s arrival will 
mean saying goodbye to two of 
our three wonderful locums, 
Revd Chris Welsh and Dr John 
Shepherd, both of whom have 
been leading our services in this 
weird and inventive world from 
Australia.  We are deeply grateful 
to them for guiding us through 
this last year and for the gifts that 
they have brought to us through 
preaching and, in Chris’ case, our 
introduction to the all-age 
service.  Canon Alan Amos will, 
I am sure, still be with us, either 
from Dorset or in Geneva in 
person.   
 
Dates to note 
We are planning to hold the AGM 
on Sunday, 9th May.  It seems 
likely that the format will be the 
same as last time, i.e. both in 
person and with the chance to join 
online and ask questions, but not 
vote.    
 
Optimistically, we are planning 
our Spring Fair for Saturday, 5th 
June, but will continue with our 
on-line sales and possibly another 
mini-fair as the weather gets 
warmer and if restrictions are 

eased.   With luck we will have 
been able to celebrate Trinity 
Sunday, our feast of title, with 
some normality the previous 
Sunday, 30th May.  Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if we were able to 
have our long-postponed 
community lunch, not to mention 
the Eucharist and ‘singing’?!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Building Tomorrow 
We have passed another 
significant milestone in our 
building project, Building 
Tomorrow.  We lodged our 
application, seeking permission 
to go ahead with what we are now 
terming Phase 1, i.e. the renov-
ation and improvements to the 
church itself, on 1st February.  
The key objectives remain:  to 
retain our historical heritage, 
whilst making it more adaptable 
to current and future needs; to 
carry out all essential repairs, 
particularly to the stonework; to 
improve our environmental 
footprint; to improve and 
highlight the aesthetics of the 
building, particularly through 
improved lighting; to comply 
with modern health, fire and 

safety norms; to create a more 
welcoming space, both for our 
own congregation, but also for 
the wider community and for 
appropriate events, musical and 
other, which are valuable both in 
themselves but also as a potential 
source of income to support our 
ministry.  Permission needs to be 
granted by eight or so different 
authorities including the SMS 
(Service des Monuments et 
Sites), responsible for historic 
buildings.  Holy Trinity is 
apparently the oldest Anglican 
church in Switzerland,  
 
 The submission includes a 
request to remove some of the 
pews.  If this is granted, it will be 
subject to a condition that any 
such pews can be removed 
without damage, are fully 
renovated and stored on the 
premises, so no decision on 
exactly how many, which is still 
to be made, will be irreversible.  
We are still working on some of 
the detailed plans for the interior, 
including lighting and choir 
stalls.  We will look for an 
opportunity to have another 
information meeting for the 
congregation to show some of the 
latest plans and simulations.   
 
We will be applying for State 
funds for this phase of the project, 
which is currently within budget.   
We expect to receive 
contributions at least from the 
Ville and the Canton, which will 
enable us to release more of the 
existing funding for Phase 2, that 
is the renovation of the existing 
basement and creation of a 
second level.  Budgets for these 
areas are still being finalised and 
are higher than originally 
forecast, but we hope still within 
our funding capabilities.   We will 
not make commitments until they 
are assured.   

Simulation of proposed outside 
church lighting 
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Worship 
The combination of no resident 
priest, tighter Covid restrictions, 
no singing allowed and replacing 
the heating system has meant that 
the only services held in the 
church since early October were 
two funerals for Marion Roth and 
Clarissa Starey.  The church has 
been open for private prayer and 
was beautifully decorated by 
Jackie Riis-Johannessen and 
others for Christmas.   
 
However, we have managed to 
keep our observance of the 
liturgical year going online.  Our 
latest celebration was for 
Candlemas, with two services 
including our first entirely online 
choral evensong.  Mark and 
Claire have worked extremely 
hard to keep the music going and 
varied, pushing the virtual choirs, 
instrumentalists and indeed some 
of the recorded soloists and Mark 
himself, to new heights.  Our next 
challenge is Ash Wednesday 
leading up to a repeat of our on-
line Holy Week and Easter.   We 
are also very grateful for the 
technical backup during this 
period from Aylwin, Ben and 
Nicolas, which has included 
purchasing and testing out 
microphones for services 
broadcast from the church.   
 
Chris Welsh has continued to lead 
us in the monthly all-age services, 
which have been well received by 
families.  Armel has managed to 
establish a pattern of online 
meetings for young people of 
various age groups.  
 
What might you buy online? 
All sorts of things are being 
offered and sold online.  Cakes 
went fast before Christmas and 
now it is the turn of marmalade.  
All this helps to fill the gap left by 
our normal spring and Christmas 
fairs.  Have a look on the website 
and see if there is something you 

need or would like; or make a 
request and perhaps someone will 
have one for sale? 
 
The online auction has now raised 
over CHF 1500 with items from 
foot spas to snow chains to bikes 
to handbags being sold on 
Facebook.  The latest item sold 
within 12 hours of posting was a 
pair of silver-plated birds!  If you 
have any good quality items you 
think might sell, please do contact 
Jo Kitson.  All she needs is a few 
pictures and a description and she 
will do the rest! 
 
Mary Talbot 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tailpiece 

R.I.P. Clarissa Starey 
26 May 1929 – 6 January 2021 

 
Australian-born Clarissa had a 
long and highly respected career 
with the League of Red Cross 
Societies in Geneva and in 
retirement as the Pan Pacific and 
South East Asian Women’s 
Representative at the U.N. 
 
Holy Trinity was Clarissa’s 
spiritual home and she was a 
devoted and generous member of 
the congregation. A forthright 
and outspoken character with a 
lifelong passion for tennis (she 
had a permanent seat at the 
Australian Open tournament for 
which her father was one of the 
main officers) she was something 
of a bon vivant, appreciating 
good food and wine and enjoyed 
the many social events organized 
by the church community and 
outings with her Holy Trinity 
friends.  She had been absent 
from her favoured pew at the 
back of the church for a number 
of years due to failing health and 
died on 6th January aged 91. 
 
In the absence of a resident 
Chaplain, the Rev. Lawrence 
Twaddle, the Church of 
Scotland’s Minister in Geneva, 
conducted a very moving 
thanksgiving service for Clarissa 
on Friday 15th January, for which 
we are most grateful. 

Due to the ongoing 
restrictions imposed by 

the Corona virus situation 
all regular services in 

church are suspended 
until further notice. 

However, the church is open 
daily for private prayer with 

the proviso that not more 
than five people may be in 

church at any one time, 
respecting the 2m distance. 

Meanwhile services are 
being held online through 
Zoom – please consult the 

Holy Trinity website for 
details 
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Editorial Committee: 
Jane Brooks, Jenny Buffle, Rosie Buffle, Margaret Jacquard, Elizabeth Laravoire, Brenda Stewart 

Please send letters or articles for inclusion in the Magazine to The Editor                                                           
Jenny Buffle  - either by regular post to                                                                                                                          
12 Chemin La Parisaz, 1291 Commugny 

or by email to jjbuffle@gmail.com                                                                                                                   
Deadline for receiving material for the next edition is 8th May  

 

Church officers 

Chaplain: (from 17 April 2021)       
Revd Canon Daphne Green 
022 734 38 17 /               
079 945 06 05 

Music Director:  Mark Charles   
   079 744 5175 

Junior Choir Director:  Claire Charles 

Church Wardens: Jo Kitson                
   022 346 4872 

   Mary Talbot       
   079 632 40 12 

Verger:   Christine Damary        
   022 774 2320 

Sacristan:  Gill Howie                      
   022 733 83 72 

Council Members: Carol Brown,  Mark Charles, 
Nicolas Dériaz, Mike Gunton (Treasurer), Nicholas 
Hacking,  Gill Howie, Aidan Liddle, Amy Martinez, 
Rawsette Whyte, Aylwin Zabula  

Archdeaconry Synod Representatives:               
Clare Amos, Lameck Jaston, Ursula McGregor,  

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Armel Ayegnon  
    ayearmel@yahoo.fr 

Safeguarding officer: Helen Liddle            
079 937 48 90. 

                      safeguarding@holytrinitygeneva.org 
 
   ******* 

Church Office:  Michèle Walker, Secretary       
   022 731 5155   
  
 admin@holytrinitygeneva.org    
 Mon,Tues, Thur & Fri. 8h30 - 12h30 

 

Church activities 

Holy Trinity choir:   practice Thursdays at 20h00 
          Mark Charles 079 744 5175 
 
Junior choir:         practice Sundays after the 
          10h30 service Claire Charles 
 
Craft group:         Fridays in the church hall 
          14h15 – contact 
          Annemarie Hester 
          022 782 6689 
 
Small-time worship: Wednesdays from 09h30 
          In the church hall, contact 
          Amanda Dawson 
          022 751 2968 
 
Young people:         (11-13 year-olds) contact 
          Innocent Mugabe 
          mugabeinnocent@yahoo.com 
 
Junior Church:         Sundays 1, 2 and 3 contact 
          Anitha Beulah 022 731 4211 / 
          078 323 8184 
 
Healing Prayer:        Fridays 12h15 in church 
          Christine Damary 022 774 2320 
 
Pastoral Care:         Christine Damary 022 774 2320 
                         Gill Howie 022 733 8372 
          Sheila Mathewson 022 774 0469 
 
Bible Study: Tuesdays 12h30–13h30 in church 
          Elizabeth Brown 022 778 50 10 
 
Social Group:           Gill Howie 022 733 8372 
               Beryl Allardyce 022 776 1479 
 
Church Archives:      Valerie Offord 022 777 1858 
 
Development project: Mark Charles 079 744 5175 
 
Pledge Fund:          Ursula McGregor 
           022 342 3227  
 


