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Holy Trinity Geneva  

Ash Wednesday 
A service for the beginning of Lent 
Eucharist with Spiritual Communion 

   

 
 

A Cross at the Orthodox monastery of St George, Sevastopol 

 

 

 

Music before the service - JS Bach Chorale Prelude: O Mensch, 

bewein dein Sünde groß (“Oh Man, bewail your great sins”) BWV 622 
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THE GATHERING 
 

WELCOME  
 

Preparation 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Holy God, our lives are laid open before you: rescue us from the chaos of sin 

and through the death of your Son bring us healing and make us whole in 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Hymn 
The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want: 

he makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

 

My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e'en for his own name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk through death's dark vale, 

yet will I fear none ill; 

for thou art with me, and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still. 

 

My table thou hast furnishèd 

in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, 

and my cup overflows. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

shall surely follow me; 

and in God's house for evermore 

my dwelling-place shall be. 
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Invitation 
Dear friends in Christ:  since early days Christians have observed with great 

devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and prepared for this 

by a season of penitence and fasting. By carefully keeping these days, Christians 

take to heart the call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness 

proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to our Lord.  I 

invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy 

Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; 

and by reading and meditating on God’s holy word. 
 

Trisagion said 3 times 
Holy God, Holy and strong, Holy and immortal, Have mercy on us.   
 

COLLECT 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made 

and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: create and make in us new and 

contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Old Testament Lesson   Joel 2. 1-2, 12-17   

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

   sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 

   for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 
2 a day of darkness and gloom, 

   a day of clouds and thick darkness! 

Like blackness spread upon the mountains 

   a great and powerful army comes; 

their like has never been from of old, 

   nor will be again after them 

   in ages to come. 
 

12 Yet even now, says the LORD, 

   return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
13   rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

   for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
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   and relents from punishing. 
14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

   and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain-offering and a drink-offering 

   for the LORD, your God? 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

   sanctify a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 
16   gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; 

   assemble the aged; 

gather the children, 

   even infants at the breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

   and the bride her canopy. 
17 Between the vestibule and the altar 

   let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 

Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O LORD, 

   and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

   a byword among the nations. 

Why should it be said among the peoples, 

   “Where is their God?” ’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 51. 1-18      Sung to a setting Allegri by Holy Trinity Virtual Choir 

Miserere mei, Deus: secundum magnam misericordiam tuam. 

Et secundum multitudinem miserationum tuarum, dele iniquitatem meam. 

Amplius lava me ab iniquitate mea: et a peccato meo munda me. 

Quoniam iniquitatem meam ego cognosco: et peccatum meum contra me est 

semper. 

Tibi soli peccavi, et malum coram te feci: ut justificeris in sermonibus tuis, et 

vincas cum judicaris. 

Ecce enim in iniquitatibus conceptus sum: et in peccatis concepit me mater mea. 

Ecce enim veritatem dilexisti: incerta et occulta sapientiae tuae manifestasti 

mihi. 

Asperges me hyssopo, et mundabor: lavabis me, et super nivem dealbabor. 

Auditui meo dabis gaudium et laetitiam: et exsultabunt ossa humiliata. 

Averte faciem tuam a peccatis meis: et omnes iniquitates meas dele. 

Cor mundum crea in me, Deus: et spiritum rectum innova in visceribus meis. 

Ne proiicias me a facie tua: et spiritum sanctum tuum ne auferas a me. 
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Redde mihi laetitiam salutaris tui: et spiritu principali confirma me. 

Docebo iniquos vias tuas: et impii ad te convertentur. 

Libera me de sanguinibus, Deus, Deus salutis meae: et exsultabit lingua mea 

justitiam tuam. 

Domine, labia mea aperies: et os meum annuntiabit laudem tuam. 

Quoniam si voluisses sacrificium, dedissem utique: holocaustis non delectaberis. 

Sacrificium Deo spiritus contribulatus: cor contritum, et humiliatum, Deus, non 

despicies. 

Benigne fac, Domine, in bona voluntate tua Sion: ut aedificentur muri Ierusalem. 

Tunc acceptabis sacrificium justitiae, oblationes, et holocausta: tunc imponent 

super altare tuum vitulos. 

1    Have mercy on me, O God, in your great goodness; ♦ 

according to the abundance of your compassion 

    blot out my offences. 

2    Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness ♦ 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

3    For I acknowledge my faults ♦ 

and my sin is ever before me. 

4    Against you only have I sinned ♦ 

and done what is evil in your sight, 

5    So that you are justified in your sentence ♦ 

and righteous in your judgement. 

6    I have been wicked even from my birth, ♦ 

a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

7  Behold, you desire truth deep within me ♦ 

and shall make me understand wisdom 

    in the depths of my heart. 

8    Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean; ♦ 

wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 

9    Make me hear of joy and gladness, ♦ 

that the bones you have broken may rejoice. 

10  Turn your face from my sins ♦ 

and blot out all my misdeeds. 

11  Make me a clean heart, O God, ♦ 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

12  Cast me not away from your presence ♦ 

and take not your holy spirit from me. 

13  Give me again the joy of your salvation ♦ 

and sustain me with your gracious spirit; 

14  Then shall I teach your ways to the wicked ♦ 

and sinners shall return to you. 
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15  Deliver me from my guilt, O God, 

    the God of my salvation, ♦ 

and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 

16  O Lord, open my lips ♦ 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

17  For you desire no sacrifice, else I would give it; ♦ 

you take no delight in burnt offerings. 

18  The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; ♦ 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

  

The Epistle    2 Corinthians 5. 20b-6.10 

My brothers and sisters we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his 

appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. 

6As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God 

in vain. 2For he says, 

‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

   and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are 

putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our 

ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: 

through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, 

imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, 

patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 

left; 8in honour and dishonour, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as 

impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and 

see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always 

rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing  

everything. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

The Lord is a great God, O that today you would listen to his voice. Harden not 

your hearts. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory. 
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Gospel Reading     
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

      Matthew 6. 1-6, 16 - 21 
Jesus said ‘Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen by 

them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 ‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised 

by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give 

alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your 

alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

5 ‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand 

and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen 

by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you 

pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; 

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

16 ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 

disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 

they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and 

wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily     Canon Alan Amos   
 

THE LITURGY OF PENITENCE 

Confession 
Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy of God. 
 

God the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

God the Son, 

have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 

have mercy on us. 
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Trinity of love, 

have mercy on us. 
 

 Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we 

have sinned in thought, word and deed. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

We have been deaf to the call to serve as Christ served us. 

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 

We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

We confess all our past unfaithfulness:  the pride, hypocrisy and impatience of  

our lives. 
 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than 

ourselves, 

 Lord, have mercy. 
 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily 

life and work, 

Lord, have mercy. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that 

is in us, 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs that we have done: For our 

blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 

cruelty, 

accept our repentance, Lord 
 

For all false judgements, for uncharitable thoughts towards our neighbours, and 

for our prejudice and contempt towards those who differ from us, 

accept our repentance, Lord 
 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those 

who will come after us, 

accept our repentance, Lord 
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Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

All   Favourably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 

All   that we may show your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 

All   bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

Silence is kept.  You may like to use water, representing the cleansing action 

of the Holy Spirit, to make the sign of the Cross. 
 

Make our hearts clean, O God; 

All   and renew a right spirit within us. 

All   Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

in what we have thought, 

in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We have wounded your love, 

and marred your image in us. 

We are sorry and ashamed, 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. Amen. 
 

The Lord enrich you with his grace, 

and nourish you with his blessing; 

the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 

the Lord accept your prayers, 

and absolve you from your offences, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

All   Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father. 

For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church let us pray to the Father.  Lord 

of compassion, 

in your mercy hear us 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel 

to the ends of the earth, let us pray to the Father.  Lord of compassion, 

in your mercy hear us 
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For our bishops Robert and David, and their families, and for our new chaplain 

Daphne Green as she prepares to join us at Holy Trinity, let us pray to the Father.  

Lord of compassion 

in your mercy hear us 

For peace in the world …that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow among 

nations and peoples, let us pray to the Father. Lord of compassion, 

in your mercy hear us 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick; and especially for all suffering from the 

Covid 19 virus at this time and their families, and those caring for them; for 

refugees, prisoners, and all in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, 

let us pray to the Father.  Lord of compassion, 

in your mercy hear us 

In communion with all those who have walked in the way of holiness … let us pray 

to the Father.  Lord of compassion, 

in your mercy hear us 

God our Father, in your love and goodness you have taught us to come close to you 

in penitence with prayer, fasting and generosity; accept our Lenten discipline, and 

when we fall by our weakness, raise us up by your unfailing mercy; through Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Peace and the Offertory   
We now come to that moment in our service when we share the peace with one 

another online, the best we may.   It is also the time when usually the gifts of 

bread and wine and offerings from the congregation are brought to the altar.    In 

these very different circumstances, as we share the peace with one another, and 

unite in heart and mind with the offering of the eucharist, may we at the same 

time be mindful to do what we can to be generous in sustaining our church’s 

ministry.  

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has given us access to his grace.   
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And with your spirit 

 

A Song of Anselm 
1    Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;   

you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 

2    Often you weep over our sins and our pride,   

tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. 

3    You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds,   

in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed us. 
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4    Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life;   

by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy. 

5    Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;   

through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. 

6    Your warmth gives life to the dead,   

your touch makes sinners righteous. 

7    Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us;   

in your love and tenderness remake us. 

8    In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness,   

for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 

(Words, Michael Vasey, based on a prayer of St Anselm; Music, Alan Amos; 

Sung by the Girls’ Choir of Wakefield Cathedral) 
 

The table is prepared.  
 

Merciful Father, 

turn us from sin to faithfulness 

and from disobedience to love, 

and prepare us to celebrate 

the death and resurrection of Christ our Saviour 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For in these forty days 

you lead us into the desert of repentance 

that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 

we may grow in grace 

and learn to be your people once again. 

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 

you bring us back to your generous heart. 

Through study of your holy word 

you open our eyes to your presence in the world 

and free our hands to welcome others 

into the radiant splendour of your love. 



 12 

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 

with joyful hearts and minds 

we bless you for your mercy 

and join with saints and angels 

for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who in the same night 

that he was betrayed took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to 

his disciples saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this to 

remember me.   
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to 

them saying: Drink this all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you 

drink it, to remember me.   

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus 

Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life:  Lord Jesus, 

come in glory. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made 

once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and 

glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial 

of our redemption.  As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us 

worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  Send the Holy Spirit on your 

people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one 

cup, so that we, in the company of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for 

ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom and with whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.  

Amen.   
 

 

 

 



 13 

The Lord’s Prayer and Agnus Dei 
Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion. 
Let us now prepare ourselves to make our spiritual communion. 
 

Prayer for an Act of Spiritual Communion 

We offer and present to you, Lord our heavenly Father, ourselves, our 

souls and bodies, to be a holy and living sacrifice; grant that being present 

together in heart and mind at this holy communion we may now be filled 

with your heavenly blessing through the redeeming grace of your Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ... [ short pause ]  

Lord Jesus Christ, in outward signs of bread and wine you have made known 

your presence among us; as we unite with one another from the places 

where we are, may your communion be fulfilled in us now through the work 

of the life-giving Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
Forty days and forty nights 

thou wast fasting in the wild; 

forty days and forty nights 

tempted, and yet undefiled. 
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Let us thine endurance share, 

and awhile from joys abstain, 

with thee watching unto prayer, 

strong with thee to suffer pain? 
 

And if Satan, vexing sore, 

flesh or spirit should assail, 

thou, his vanquisher before 

grant we may not faint nor fail. 
 

So shall we have peace divine; 

holier gladness ours shall be; 

round us too shall angels shine, 

such as ministered to thee. 
 

Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, 

ever constant by thy side; 

that with thee we may appear 

at the eternal Eastertide. 

 

THE CONCLUSION  

Prayer 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

This is love, not that we loved God, 

but that he loved us and sent his Son. 

He is the sacrifice for our sins, 

that we might live through him. 

If God loves us so much 

we ought to love one another. 

If we love one another 

God lives in us. Amen      cf 1 John 4.12 
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Blessing  
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your 

cross, and follow him and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, be with you now and evermore.  

Amen. 
 

Music after the service - Buxtehude: Prelude in A minor BuxVW158 

Played by Federico Terzi at a recital in Holy Trinity on 13/09/2020 

 

The zoom conference will continue for 10 minutes after the music and all 

attendees will be unmuted and free to exchange greetings.  We look forward to 

hearing you all. 

 

 

Prayer Requests   

For the sick and those caring for them, especially Donald & Frances Gilley, Max Bauer, 

Lucinda Riis-Johannessen, Robin Offord, Chakravarthi Raghavan, José Martinez, 

François Dériaz, Marianne Wheatley, Silvio Morson, Anna Porraccin, John Taylor, Judy 

Cianci, Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, Jenny Syratchev, George Thomasz, 

Emmanuel Palmer, David Robinson, Lorensz Ranasinghe. 
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Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from 

your hand. 

(1 Chronicles 29:14) 
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