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Dear parents, this week's resources are based on Matthew 22. 15-22. Some Pharisees try to 

trick Jesus with a question about allegiance to the Emperor and to God. The Jews were part 

of the Roman Empire and had to obey the Emperor, Tiberius Caesar who was a pagan – he 

didn’t believe in God. It was his face on the money and he was the one who the taxes were 

paid to. His (Jesus) answer amazes them and makes them think. 

Start with a Prayer. Don’t forget the actions! 

Let’s sing and give glory to God. 

Mime singing. 

Let’s pray and give him our hearts. 

Mime praying. 

Let’s listen to Scripture carefully. 

Cup ear. 

Let’s crouch down and jump up 

Crouch down and jump up. 

to celebrate God, 

Wave arms. 

who is powerful, loving 

and in this place. 

Amen. 

 

The things that are God’s.  

The Pharisees wanted to trick Jesus into saying something that would get 

him into trouble. * So together with the Herodians they sent their followers 

to Jesus to ask him a question. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we know that you are 

honest and teach the way of God to everyone equally and fairly. Tell us, is it 

right to pay our taxes to the Roman emperor?’ * 

It was a trick question, because at that time, the land had been conquered and ruled by the 

Romans and the people hated paying taxes to this foreign power. If Jesus told them not to 

pay their taxes he would be in trouble with the Romans, but if he told them to pay tax, he 

would be very unpopular with the people. 



Jesus was not fooled. He said, ‘Why are you trying to trick me? Show me one of the coins 

that is used to pay the tax.’ * They gave him a coin called a denarius. He said to them, ‘Look, 

whose head do you see on the coin?’ 

‘The emperor’s,’ they said. * 

So Jesus replied, ‘Well then, give to the emperor what belongs to the emperor…and give to 

God what belongs to God.’ When they heard this they were stunned into silence by his wise 

words and they went away, shaking their heads. * 

 

Glossary 

denarius: a small silver Roman coin. One denarius was a worker’s daily wage; 

Herodians: a political party who supported King Herod and his descendants; 

Pharisee: a group of people who tried to keep every part of the Jewish Law very strictly. 

Most of them felt that Jesus was not strict enough. 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd www.rootsontheweb.com. 

 

Activities 

The activities this week can be found on the sermon4kids web site 

https://sermons4kids.com/ 
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