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 Holy Trinity Geneva 

5th Sunday of Lent 

Service Sheet 

 

 

Music before the service: 
Organ: Chorale Prelude on: „Erbarm' dich mein, o Herre Gott“, (JS Bach). 

“O God be merciful unto me” (Psalm 51) 
 

PREPARATION  
 

We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
 

O Lord, open our lips  

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.   

Let your ways be known upon the earth,  

your saving power among the nations.  

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.  

Praise the Lord.  

The Lord’s name be praised.  

 

CANTICLE  

Let us listen to your voice this day and harden not our hearts. Let us not be like 

our ancestors who saw the great deeds you had done, yet put you to the test in 

the desert, at the place called ‘Bitterness’ and ‘Quarrel’. They were wayward in 

their hearts, they were ignorant of your ways. So they could sense your love only 

as wrath, and were trapped in their restless wandering. 



 2 

If we listen to your voice deep within us, we shall know the mercy and 

grace of your love. We shall see you as Judge of the earth, doing right in 

the sight of all peoples, enfolding us in your faithfulness, quelling our 

rebellious strife.       
 

Spirit of God, take shape among us,  

Spirit of the One who fulfilled God’s promise.  

Humble us in awe at your presence:  

let us adore you in the silence of love.  

Deepen our gratitude in obedience and trust,  

in your covenant made sure for ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN – Please do join in at home 

All my hope on God is founded   

(Words: Joachim Neander; translated by Robert Bridges and Tune: Michael, composed by Herbert 

Howells)  

 

1 All my hope on God is founded: 

He doth still my trust renew. 

Me thro’ change and chance He guideth, 

Only good and only true. 

God unknown, He alone 

Calls my heart to be His own. 

2 Pride of man and earthly glory, 

Sword and crown betray his trust: 

What with care and toil he buildeth, 

Tower and temple fall to dust. 

But God’s power, hour by hour, 

Is my temple and my tower. 

3 Still from man to God eternal 

Sacrifice of praise be done, 

High above all praises praising 

For the gift of Christ His Son. 

Christ doth call one and all: 

Ye who follow shall not fall. 

OPENING PRAYER  
Be with us, Spirit of God; 

nothing can separate us from your love. 

Breathe on us, breath of God; 

fill us with your saving power. 

Speak in us, wisdom of God; 

bring strength, healing and peace. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us.  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD  

The Old Testament Reading this week is Ezekiel 37.1-14 
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PSALM 130 

Response:  Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 

 Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 

 to my voice in supplication. (Response.) 

 

.If you, O Lord, mark iniquities, 

 Lord, who can stand? 

But with you is forgiveness, 

 that you may be revered. (Response.) 

I trust in the Lord; 

 my soul trusts in his word. 

My soul waits for the Lord 

 more than sentinels wait for the dawn. (Response.) 

.For with the Lord is kindness 

 and with him is plenteous redemption; 

And he will redeem Israel 

 from all their iniquities. (Response.) 

GOSPEL READING 

The Gospel reading this week is John 11.1-45 
 
 

SERMON by Julia Lacey 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 

God so loved the world  - (Stainer from The Crucifixion) CREDIT 

 

God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whoso believeth in him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life. 

 

For God sent not his Son into the world 

to condemn the world; 

but that the world through him might be saved. 

 

 

 

words John 3. 16, 17 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles: this we 

have received, and this we believe.  Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Let us pray to the Lord, who is our refuge and stronghold.  
 

For the health and well-being of all people, 

that all who are fearful and anxious 

may be at peace and free from worry: 

Lord, hear us, 

       Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

For the isolated and housebound, 

that we may be alert to their needs, 

and care for them in their vulnerability: 

Lord, hear us, 

       Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

For our homes and families, some of them in far away countries, 

for our schools and young people, 

for all businesses, workers and self-employed, 

and all in any kind of need or distress: 

Lord, hear us, 

       Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

For all who are unwell in body, mind, or spirit and who have asked for our 

prayers, in particular Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, Chakravarthi 

Raghavan, Jenny Syratchev, Adrian and George Thomasz, Emmanuel Palmer, 

David Robinson, and Lorensz Ranasinghe; 

let your life-giving Spirit, your comfort and love surround and fill them. 

Lord, hear us. 

 Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

For all who, without regard for their own health, care with love and dedication 

for the sick and dying,  

at home, in hospitals or care-homes, 

that they may know your strength and grace: 

Lord, hear us, 

       Lord, graciously hear us. 
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For a blessing on our community at Holy Trinity and beyond: 

that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and friendship, 

where all are known and cared for: 

Lord, hear us, 

       Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

COLLECT  
 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered 

on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
 

When circumstances are such that we cannot share in the Eucharist in person, 

we can still make an Act of Spiritual Communion, in which we express our faith in 

Christ and in His Presence in the Eucharist, and we ask Him to unite Himself 

with us. The basic elements of an Act of Spiritual Communion are an Act of 

Faith; an Act of Love; a desire to receive Christ; and an invitation to Him to 

come into your heart.  
 

The following text presents a modern translation of a popular form of an Act of 

Spiritual Communion written by St. Alphonsus de Liguori. You can memorize it or 

use it as a guide to offering your own Act of Spiritual Communion in your own 

words.  
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 

love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 

cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  
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HYMN  
Come down, O Love Divine   

(Words: Bianca da Siena; translated by Frederick Littledale and Tune: Down Ampney, composed by 

R Vaughan Williams)  
 

1 Come down, O Love divine,  

seek thou this soul of mine,  

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;  

O Comforter, draw near,  

within my heart appear,  

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

2 O let it freely burn,  

till earthly passions turn  

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  

and let thy glorious light  

shine ever on my sight,  

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

3 And so the yearning strong, 

With which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling;  

for none can guess its grace,  

till Love create a place  

wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

 

THE CONCLUSION  

In our hearts and our homes the love of God;  

in our coming and going the peace of God;  

in our life and believing the strength of God;  

at our end and beginning the welcome of God.  

  

A Prayer for our times 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen.             (Church of England – Prayers about the Outbreak) 

 

NOTICES 
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BLESSING 

Music after the service: Toccata (Gigout) 

The zoom conference will continue for 10 minutes after the music and all 

attendees will be unmuted and free to exchange greetings.  We look forward to 

hearing you all. 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

Next week please bring last year’s Palm Cross or a simple twig or small branch to 

the service. 

Prayer Requests  

For the sick, especially Valerie Slessor, Frances Boo, Rémy Boo, Chakravarthi 

Raghavan, Jenny Syratchev, Adrian and George Thomasz, Emmanuel Palmer, David 

Robinson, and Lorensz Ranasinghe. 
 

Pray for the Church of Sweden.   

 

Pray for the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople (Turkey), for Patriarch 

Bartholomew and the autocephalous Orthodox Churches and their leaders.  

 

Pray for threatened Syrian Orthodox communities in Turkey.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your 

hand. 

(1 Chronicles 29:14) 

 
Please do remember that although we are currently unable to offer services and other 

events at our church buildings – we have the same ongoing staff and building costs.  We 

will not benefit from our usual income from the offertory plate and we would therefore 

urge you to continue to donate either online or by setting up a regular Pledge.  Details on 

the website or via the Church office.   

Giving – Holy Trinity Geneva 

  
https://holytrinitygeneva.org/appeals/giving-online_donation/ 

 

Account name: Holy Trinity Church 

Bank Raiffeisen de la Versoix, 19 Rue du Mont Blanc, 1201 Geneva, 

IBAN: CH40 8080 8007 5381 5844 4 

SWIFT Code: RAIFCH 22215 

http://holytrinitygeneva.org/appeals/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fholytrinitygeneva.org%2Fappeals%2Fgiving-online_donation%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C084d702581ee4240fcdf08d7cc3d706b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637202436556375568&sdata=0xuFhM9KzTK4mOJD9YWiXheP61%2BFXcdgo8NRLOQ1RuI%3D&reserved=0
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